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LETTER LXXI. 
Rica too *, 


Have heard much Talk 

Doof a kind of Court of 

]Judicature, call'd the 

== French Academy : There 

is certainly no Tribus 

nal upon the face of the Farth 

ſo little reſpected as this is; For 
the Judges no ſooner make a De- 

cree, but the People reverſe it, 

and impoſe Laws even on them, 

Which they are obliged to obey. . 

t 


2 Perſian Letters. 


It is not long ſince, in order to 


fix their Authority, they put out 
a Code of their Deciſions : This 
Child of many Fathers was in a 
manner old as ſoon as born ; and 
tho? he was Legitimate, yet a Ba- 
ſtard that popt into the World be- 
fore him, had like to have ſtifled 
him in the Birth. . 
Theſe Judges have nothing in th 
world to do but to prate inceſſant- 


ly. Panegyric enters inſenſibly in- 


to all their Babble ;, and as ſoon 
as ever they initiate a' Member in- 
to their Myſteries, the Dzmon of 
Flattery takes poſſeſſion of him, 
and never after leaves him *till he 
leaves the World. 3 

It is a Body with forty Heads, all 
cramm'd with Tropes, Metaphors 
and Antitheſes; their Mouths no 
ſooner open, but out flies an Ex- 
clamation; their Ears expect al- 
ways to be entertain'd with Ca- 
dence and Harmony. As for Eyes, 
they are out of the queſtion; 
their Buſineſs is Talking, not See- 
OO | ing. 
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ing. This Body cannot yet ſtand 
well on its Legs; for Time, its 


mortal Enemy, makes it totter 


J every Moment, and pulls down 


whatever it builds up. Its Hands 


were formerly ſaid to be ſome- 


what griping : I ſhall ſay nothing 
to this Point, leaving it to be ſettled 
by thoſe who know more of the 
matter than I do. | 
Theſe are Chimæra's not to 


be found in our Country; The 


Perſian Genius is not turn'd for 
theſe out- of - the- way Eſtabliſh- 
ments: We always follow Nature 


in the Simplicity of our Cuſtoms, 


and hate an affected Singularity of 
Manners. TEES þ 


Paris, 27th of the Moon 
Zilhage, 1715, oY 


4 Perſian Zotter. 
Rica 76 Usbek, ar 


80 ME Days ago a Man of my 
Acquaintance ſays to me: 1 
5romiſed to introduce you into 
dme good Families in Paris; T Will 
now carry you to a great Lord, 
chat acts up to his Character the 

beſt of any Man in the King- 
dom. 5 
What is your Meaning by chat, 
Sir? Is He more polite, more aff 
ble than others? Not ſo, ſays he. 
Oh, F underſtand you: He makes 
every body that comes near him 
know by all his Actions the Su- 
periority he has over them: If this 
be it, I have no Buſineſs to go 
with you: I already own the Bill; 
he is my Superior as much as he 
thinks fat; 

However, go' I muſt ; and I 
found a little Man ſo fierce; he 
took a Pinch of Snuff with ſo much 
238 | State, 


Perſian Zeteri. 5 
State, he blow'd his Noſe ſo un- 


mercifully, and ſpit with ſo much 


Flegm; he made much of his 
Dogs in a manner {6 offenſive to 
77 body, tllat I was never We- 
y of a mjrit ar him. God 


| God ſays y (elf, if when I 


was in t d ant ir Perfia, Tact- 


ed thus, T acted like a very great 


Fool! We muſt have been of "YL 


very ill Diſpoſition, Usbek, to live 


done a hundred little Inſults to 
People that came every Day to our 


Houſes to ſhew us their Good-will ; 


they Knew very well we were a- 
bove them; and tho' they had not, 
our Favours muſt every Day have 


convinced them of it. Having no 


Occaſion to uſe Arts to make our- 
ſelves reſpected, we did every thing 
that we thought wou'd make us 
beloved: We were acceſſible to the 
Meaneſt: In the midſt of thoſe 
Honours Which uſually harden the 
Heart of Man, they always found 
ours ſenſible to every generous Im- 


prelſion; they ſaw nothing but 


our 
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our Souls above them; we de- 
ſcended to their very Wants. But 
when it was neceſſary to ſupport 
the Majeſty of our Prince in pub- 
lick Ceremonies; when Occaſion 
offered to create a Reſpect to- 
wards our Nation in Strangers; 
or when, in extreme Perils, we 
were to enflame the Courage of 
our Soldiers; we roſe a hundred 
times higher than we before de- 
ſcended; we called back all our 
Fierceneſs into our Countenances, 
and we were ſometimes thought 
to have acted up to ourſelves. 


Paris, 10th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1715: 


LETTER LXXIII. 
Usbek zo. Rhedi, ar Venice. 
1 Have not found among the 
5 Chriſtians that lively Perſuaſion 


of their Religion which is obſer- 
vable 


— 


)))) 
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vable in the Muſſulmans: There 
is a great Difference here between 


Profeſſion and Belief, between Be- 
lief and Conviction, between Con- 


viction and Practice. REID 18 


not a Cauſe of Holineſs but of 
Contention, in which every body 
engages : Courtiers, Soldiers, nay 
the very Women ſtand up againſt 


the Clergy, calling upon them to 


prove what they are reſolved not 
to believe. Not that they have 
taken this their Reſolution upon 
Reaſon, or have given themſelves the 
Trouble to examine the Truth or 
Falſchood of the Religion which 
they reject: Their rebellious Necks 


have juſt felt the Yoke, and they 


have ſhook it off without knowing 
what it was. Neither are . they 


more fixed in their Incredulity than 
in their Faith; they live in a con- 


tinual Flux and Reflux, which is 


perpetually driving them from the 


one to the other: One Day one 
of them plainly told me: I believe 
the Immortality of the _— by 
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fits; Opinions abſolutel de- 
3 upon the Conſtitution r my 
Body; according as I have more or 
fewer animal Spirits; as my Sto- 
mach digeſts well or ill; as the 
Air I breathe is ſubtle or groſs ; 3 AS 
the Meats T feed on are light or 
heavy: I am a Spinofiſt, Socinian 
A Catholic, an Atheiſt ora B Bago 
When the Phyfician is at my Bed- 
fide, my . Confellor has me at an 
Advantage. I take care not to let 
Religion be. K e when I am in 
Health ; but DoF? it to comfort 
me when IT am fick-: When I have 
nothing more to hope for on the 
fide of this W orld, Religion ſtep: 
in and wins me with her Promiſes 
of the next; I am c'en willing to 
ive my {elf over to her then, and 
to dic in hope. 
A long while ago the Chriſtian 
Princes Het free all the Slaves in 
their Dominions, ſayir ng. that 3 * 
ſtianity renders all Me equal. 
is true, indeed, this Act of Nerd 
tion was of great Service to them 
in 


— 
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in their ſecular Concerns, as t hum: 


4 bled the Lords by 3 516 


common People frem 

dience: Afterwards th 3 
Conqueſts in Countries, Fel they 
fou 11 10 convenient to have Slaves; 


then they allowed the buying and 


of them, forgetting that Prin- 
ple df Religion . before had 
touched them ſo cloſe. What ſhall 
we call this ? Truth at one time, 
Exror at .another. Why do not 


we act like theſe Chriſtians? We 


are very filly to refuſe fine Settle- 


ments and af; fy Conqueſts in hap- 


py Climates, * becauſe they have 
not Water pure enough for us to 


— 7 in according to che Princi- 


ples of the Haly Alcoran. 

1 return Thanks to God Al- 
mighty, who dent Hay, his great 
Prophet, chat 1 profeſs a Religion 
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which raiſes its Followers aboye all 
human Views, and which is pure 
as Heaven, from whence it was 
brought down. 


Paris, 13th of the Moan 
Saphar, 1715. 
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Usbek to his Freend Ibben, 
| . 
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HE Laws are furious in Eu- 
rope againſt thoſe that kill them- 
ſelyes: They are in a manner put to 
Death a ſecond time: They are 
dragg'd ignominiouſly thro” the 
Streets: They are marked with 
Infamy: Their Goods are forfeited. 
Theſe Laws, /bben, appear to 
me very unjuſt. When I am op- 
preſſed with Grief, , with Miſery 
and Contempt, why ſhould I be 
hindered from putring an End to 
my Sufferings, and be — + 
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deprived of a Remedy which I have 


in my own Hands? 

Why muit I be forced to labour 
for a Society which I am willing 
to throw up my Share in? Why 
muſt I ſtand to a Compact made 
without my Knowledge ? Society 


is founded upon mutual Advantage: 


When it grows burthenſome to me, 
what ſhould keep me from renoun- 
cing it? Life was given me as a 
Fayour ; I may conlequently give 
It kick when it is no longer ſo: 
The Cauſe ceaſes; the Effect mult 
ceale of courle. 

Would the Prince have me con- 


tinue his Subject, when I reap none 


of the Advantages of Subjection? 


Can my Fellow-Citizens deſire ſo 
_ unequal a Partition, as Convenience 


to them, and Deſpair to me? Will 
God, quite different from all other 
Benefattors, oblige me to receiye 


| Mercies that make me wretched ? 
I am bound to obey the Laws, 


when I live under the Laws : Bur 
when I am dead, what Power have 
they over me? 


V oL., II. B | But, 
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But, ſay they, you diſturb the 
Order of Providence. God hath | 
united your Soul to your Body, and | 
you part them: You therefore op- | 

oſe his Deſigns, and rebell againſt | 
bis Will. "$4 | | 

What does this mean? Do I di- 
ſturb the Order of Providence, 
when I only alter the Modifications 
of Matter, and make ſquare a Bowl 
which the firſt Laws of Motion, 
that is to ſay, the Laws of Crea- 
tion and Preſervation, made round? 
No, doubtleſs: I only uſe the Right 
which was beſtowed upon me; and 
in this ſenſe I may difturb all the 
Parts of Nature, juſt according to 
my own Whim, without 1 
chargeable with rebelling again 
Providence. 38 

When my Soul is parted from 
my Body, will there upon that Ac- 
count be leſs Order and Symmetry 
in the Univerſe? Do you believe 
the new Modification will be leſs 
perfect or leſs dependant upon the 
general Laws? Or that the Wa 

| 1 WI 


0 18 


8 


— . 


that my Soul diſc 
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will loſe the leaſt Particle, or the 
Works of God be leſs Great, or, 
to ſpeak more properly, leſs Im- 


menſe? 


Do you think my Body, when 
changed into an Ear of Corn, a 
Worm, a Piece of Turf, will be a2 
work leſs worthy of Nature? Or 

4 ncumbered of all 
her terreſtrial Cloggs, will become 
leſs ſublime? _. : 
All theſe Notions, my dear /þ- 
ben, have no other Springs but our 
Pride; we do not ſee our own In- 
ſignificancy; and come what will, 


ve are reſolved to be Something of 


conſequence in the Univerſe, and 
to make a Figure in the Creation. 
We fancy that the Annihilation of 
a Being of our Perfection, would 
almoſt ruin all Nature: And we do 
not conceive that one Man either 
more or leſs in the World, what 
do I fay, One, all Mankind in ge- 
neral, a hundred Millions of Worlds 
like ours, are no more than a little 
minute Atom, which God perceives 
1 55 B 2 only 
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only becauſe of the Immenſity of 
his F aculties. 


Paris, 15th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1715. 


; 5 ji 5 Y 5 
LETTER LXXV. 
Rica to Ucbek, af * * ©. 


1 Send thee a Copy of a Letter 


wrote by a Frenchman now in 


Spain, to a Friend here; I believe 
thou wilt be glad to ſee it. 


I HAVE been now ſix Months 
rambling over Spain and Portugal; 
and I have lived among a People b 
that deſpiſing all other Nations, do 
the French alone the Honour to hate A 


them. 


Gravity is the ſhining Part of the | 
Character of both theſe Nations ; 
It is manifeſted chiefly two ways; 
by Spectacles, and 15 Muſtachios. 


The J 


of 


ter 
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The Spectacles infallibly demon- 
ſtrate the Wearer to be a Man con- 
ſummate in the Sciences, and bu- 


| | ried in profound Reading to ſuch 


a degree as to have weakened his 
Sighr by it: And every Noſe here- 
with adorned or ſaddled, may ſafe- 
ly be concluded to be the Noſe of 
a deep Scholar. - 

As to the Muſtachio, it is vene- 
rable in it ſelf, independently of any 
Conſequences; not but that great 
Advantages have often been drawn 
from it to the Service of the Prince 
and the Honour of the Nation; as 
particularly by a famous Portugueſe 
General in the Indies *, who being 


in want of Money, cut off one of 


his Muſtachios, and ſent it to the 
Inhabitants of Goa, deſiring them 
to lend him twenty thouland Piſtoles | 
upon that Pledge: They readily ac- 
cepred the Security, and he after- 
wards, with great Honour, re- 
deemed his Muſtachio. 


— Juan de Caſtro, 1 
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We may eaſily imagine that a 

People ſo grave and flegmatic, are 
not wholly free from Vanity: And 
really they have their Share. They 
uſually ground it upon two Points 
of very conſiderable Conſequence. 
They that live on the Continent of 
Spain and Portugal, are hugely lifted 
up in their Hearts, if they are what 
they call Old Chriſtians, that is, if 
they are not Deſcendants from thoſe 
whom the Inquiſition in theſe lat- 
ter Days has perſuaded to embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion. They who 
live in the Iudies are no leſs puff'd 
up, when they conſider that they 
have the exalted Merit of being, 
as they ſay they are, Men with 
white Skins. There never was in | 
the Seraglio of the Grand Signior | 
a Sultana fo vain of her Beauty, 
as 1s the moſt wretched old Raſcal 
of the tawny Whiteneſs of his Skin, 
when he is in a Town of Mexico 
ſitting at his Door with his Arms 
a-crols. A Man of his Conſequence, 
{0 perfect a Creature, would not 
| work 
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work for all the Treaſures in the 


Univerſe; nor by a vile Mechanic 


Induſtry expoſe the Honour and 
Dignity of his Complexion. 

For you muſt know, that when 
a Man has attained a certain Merit 
in Hain; as for inſtance, when he 
can add to the Qualifications above- 
mentioned, that of being the Pro- 
rietor of a long Sword, or has 
earn'd of his Father the Art of 
fetching a curſed hoarſe Sound out 


of an 1ll-tuned Guitarre z he has 


done working: His Honour is 
concerned in the Repoſe of his 


Members. He that ſits upon his 


Breech ten Hours a-day, is juſt as 
ood a Man again as he that is idle 
but five; for it ſeems, Honour is 
to be acquired in a Chair in this 
Country. v4 
But tho? theſe invincible Ene- 
mies to Labour have the Appearance 


of a Philoſophical Tranquility, yet 


there is nothing of it in their Hearts 
for they are cternally in Love: They 
are certainly the clevereſt Fellows 

B 4 in 
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in the World at d ying with Paſhon 
under their Niſtreſtes Window; 
and a Spaniard withont a Cold, 
muſt reſign all his pretenſtons to 
Gallant rv. | 

They are firſt and foremoſt Bi- 
gots, and ſecondly Jealons. They 


wou d not upon any Account truit 


their Wives to the Attacks of a 


Soldier diſabled with Wounds, or 


to a Magiſtrate decrepid with Age; 
But they will lock them up with a 
fervent Novice that looks meekly 
down to Earth, or a robuſt Fran- 
ciſcan that raiſes his ſanctified Eyes 
to Heaycn. 

They are thoroughly acquainted 
with the weak fide of the fair Sex; 
they won't let ſo much as their 


Heel be ſeen, for fear they ſhou'd 5 


be caught by the foot ; hes know 
the Imagination always goes for- 
wards, and that nothing ſtops it in 
its way. 

It is every where allow'd, that 
the Torments of Love are great: 
N are much greater to the poor 


9 
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Spaniards : The Women indeed re- 
lieve their Pains; but they only 
change one for another, and a long 
and grievous Remembrance of an 
extinguiſhed Paſſion always ſticks 
by them. 1 | 

They have ſome pretty Pieces of 
Politeneſs that in France wou'd be 
taken for Banter: For Inſtance, a 
Captain never canes a common 
Soldier 'till he has asked his Leave; 
and the Inquiſition never burns a 
Jex without making Abundance 
of Excufes to him. 5 

The Spaniards that are not burnt 
are ſo fond of the Inquiſition, that 
it wou'd really be a pity to rob 
them of it: I wou'd only have a- 
nother ſet up, not againſt Here- 

ticks, but Hereſiarchs who aſcribe 
to ſome idle Monkiſh Practices, 
the ſame Virtues as to the ſeven 
Sacraments. z who adore every 
thing which they ſheu'd only re- 
vere; and who are ſo wondrous 
devout that they are hardly Chri- 
Rn. : ED. 

By: You + 


* 
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You may poſſibly find Wit and 
a Senſe among the Spaniards z 


ut look for none of it in their 
Books: See but one of their Li- 


bra ies; Romances on one fide, 
and School Divines on the other: 
You wou'd ſwear the Collection 
had been compoſed and made by 
ſome ſecert Enemy to human Rea- 
ſon. | | 
The only good Book they have 
is that which ſhews the Ridicu- 
louſneſs of all the reſt. | 
hey have made vaſt Diſcove- 
ries in the new World, and are 
not yet acquainted with their own 


Continent: They have Ports in 


their very Rivers as yet unknown 
to them; and in their Mountains 
whole Nations which they never 
heard of. 

They brag that the Sun riſes and 
ſets in their Dominions, but they 
don't tell you that in his Courſe he 
mects with nothing belonging to 
them but waſte Champains, and 
Countries uninhabited. | 
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I ſhou'd not be diſpleaſed, Usbek, 
to ſee a, Letter written to Madrid 
by a Spainurd travelling in France : 
I tancy he wou'd take a good hear- 
ty Revenge for his own Nation. 
What a wide Field is here for a 
Man of a thoughtful flegmatic 
Turn! I imagine he wou'd begin 
the Deſcription of Paris thus: 

There is a Houſe here where 
they confine Mad-folks : one would 
think it ſhould be bigger than all 
the reſt of the City: No, the 
Remedy is very ſmall, conſiderin 
the Greatneſs of the Diſtemper. J 
ſuppoſe the French, knowing how 
much they are run down by their 
Neighbours, lock up ſome Mad- 
men, to make People believe that 
8.55 who are at Liberty are not 
0. . 

There I leave my Spaniard. As 


dieu my dear Usbek, 


Paris. 17th of the Moon. 
Saphar, 1715, 
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1 E T TER LXXVI. 
Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. 


M OST of the Legiſlators were 
Men of limited Capacities, 
whom Chance raiſed to the Go- 
vernment of others, and who con- 
ſulted hardly any thing but their 


Prejudices and Caprice. | 
They ſeem to have been 1gno- 
rant of the Greatneſs and Dignity 
of their Work: They buſted them-. 
ſelves. in making a Set of boyiſh 
Inſtitutions, wherein 'tis true they 
adapted themſelves to meaner Un- 
derſtandings, but diſgraced them- 
{elves with Men of good Senſe. 
They plunged themſelves into 
needleis Circumſtances, and ran in- 
to particular Caſes; which is the 
| Mark of a narrow Genius, feeing 
1 Things only by Parts, and not ca- 
bj pable of taking a general View of 
\| the Whole. - 
== | 8 8 
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Some affected to make uſe of a 
Language different from the Vul- 
gar; the moſt abſurd thing in na- 
ture, in a Compoſer of Laws: For 
how ſhou'd People obey what they 
do not underſtand ? - 
They often, without any. Ne- 
ceflity, aboliſhed thoſe which they 
found eſtabliſhed to their Hands; 
thereby involving the People in 
the Diſorders inſeparable from In- 
Novation. 

It is true, there are ſuch ſtrange 
Turns rather in the Hearts than 
the Heads of Men, that it is ſome- 
times neceſſary to alter certain 
Laws. But the Caſe is rare; and 
when it happens ſhou'd be touched 
with a tender Hand: So many So- 
lemnities ſhou'd be obſerved in 
doing it, and ſo many Precautions 
uled, that the People may of them- 
ſelves conclude the. Laws to be ve- 
ry ſacred, when ſo many Forma- 
lities are requiſite to aboliſh them. 

Oftentimes they made. them too 
ſubtile, being led rather. by Lo- 


gical 
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gical Diſtinctions, than by natural 
Equity. Afterwards they were 
found too ſevere; and from a Spi- 
rit of Equity it was thought ne- 
ceſſary to deviate from them; but 
this Remedy was a new Evil. Let 
the Laws be what they will, they 
ſhou'd always be adhered to, and 
looked upon as the public Conſci- 
ence to which that of private Per- 
ſons ought always to conform. 

It muſt however be confeſſed 
that ſome of them had a Conſi- 
deration which ſhewed great Wiſ- 
dom; ſuch is their giving to Fathers 
a very great Authority over their 
Children : Nothing is a greater 
Relief to the Magiſtrate ; no- 
thing keeps the public Tribunals 
ſo clear of Offenders; in a word, 
nothing better ſecures the Peace of 
a State, wherein Manners always 
make better Citizens than Laws. 

This of all Powers is that which 
is leaſt abuſed; it is the moſt ſas 
cred of all Magiſtracies; it 1s the 
only one that does not depend 

upon. 
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upon Compacts; 3 Nay, it was before. 
them. 


It is obſerved that in thoſe Coun- 
tries where moſt Rewards and Pu- 
niſnments are truſted in the Hands 
of Parents, the Families are beſt 
ordered; the Fathers are a Symbol 
of the Creator of the Univerſe, 
who tho' he can lead Men by his 
Love, yet thinks fit to work upon 
them allo by the Motives of Hope 
and Fear. 

I cannot conclude this Letter,. 
without taking notice to. thee of 
the whimſical Caſt of Mind of the 
French. They are ſaid to have re- 
tained an infinite number of things 
out of the Roman Laws, which are 
at leaſt Uſeleſs, if not worſe; but 
they did not copy after them in the 
paternal Authority, which was ſet- 


tled by the Romans as the firſt r 


ful Magiſtracy. 


Paris, 18th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1715, 
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Lerrss LXXVIL 


The Chief Eanuch to Usbek, 
at Paris. 


Y Eſterday ſome Armenians brought 
to the Seraglio a young Cir- 
caſſian Slave which they wanted to 
ſell. I carried her into the private 
Apartments; I undreſs'd her; I 
viewed her with the Eyes of a 
Judge, and the more I viewed her 
the more Beauties I found in her. 
A Virgin Baſhfulneſs ſeemed deſi- 
rous to hide them from my fight; 
I perceived with how much Re- 
luctance ſhe obeyed ; ſhe bluſhed 
to ſee her ſelf naked even before 
me, who, exempt from thoſe Paſ- 
fions that can give an Alarm to 
Virtue, am inanimate under the 
Empire of that Sex, the Miniſter 
of Modeſty in the freeſt Actions, 
and whoſe chaſte Looks can in- 
ſpire nothing but Innocence. 


As 
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As ſoon as I judged her worthy 
of Thee, I humbly bent my Eyes 
to Earth; I threw over her a 
Robe of Scarlet; I put a Ring of 
Gold upon her Finger; I proſtra- 
ted my ſelf before her Feet; I a- 
dored her as the Queen of oY 
Heart ; I paid the Armemans 3 
buried her from all human Eyes. 
Happy Usbek, thou art the Poſ- 
ſeflor of more Beauties than are to 
be found in all the Palaces of the 
Eaſt. What Pleaſure will it be to 
thee at thy return to find thy ſelf 
Maſter of the moſt charming Wo- 
men in Perſia, and to ſee the Gra- 
ces revive in thy Seraglio as faſt as 
Time and Poſſeſſion labour to de- 
ſtroy them. N 


From the Seraglio at Fatme, 
the 1/t of the Moon Rebi- 
ab I, 1715. 8 
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- Ls ven em 
Usbek ro Rhedi, at Venice. 


CINCE I have been in Europe, 
my dear Rhed;, J have ſeen ma- 
ny a different ſort of Government: 
It is not here as in 4/a, where the | 
Rules of Policy are every where 
the fame. | 

I have often ſtudied within my 
ſelf, to find which of all theſe Go» 
vernments is moſt conformable to 
Reaſon ; and I imagine that to be 
the moſt perfect which attains its 
End with leaſt Difficulty : Conſe- 
quently, that which conducts Men 
in a way the moſt ſuitable to their 
Inclinations, is the moſt perfect. 

If the People are as obedient 
under a mild, as under a ſevere Go- 
vernment ; the former is to be pre- 
ferred, becaule it is moſt conform- 
able to Reaſon, and that Severity is 
a foreign Motive, 


Be 


I] 
1 
1 
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Be aſſured, my dear Rhedi, that 
in any State Puniſhments being 
more or leſs cruel], do not create a 
greater Obedience to the Laws. 
lsa a Country where the Puniſh- 
ments are moderate, they are as 
much dreaded, as where they are 
tyrannical and inhuman. | 
Let the Government be gentle 
or ſevere, they always puniſh in ſe- 
veral degrees ; the Greatneſs of 
the Penalty is proportioned to the 
y # Greatneſs of the Crime. Our Ima- 
* EF gination moulds it ſelf naturally to 
> # the Manners of the Country —— 
we ſlive: A Week's Impriſonment, 
S or a ſlight Fine makes as great an 
1 Engin upon the Mind of a Eu- 
ropean, educated under a mild Go- 
- & vernment, as the loſs of an Arm 
can intimidate an Afatig. They 
adapt ſuch a degree of Fear to 
ſuch a degree of Puniſhment ; and. 
every Man proportions it his own 
way: A Frenchman ſhall be driven 
to Deſpair with ftrange notions of 
Infamy upon being condemned to 
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a Puniſhment, that would not rob 
a Turk of a quarter of an hour's .! 


Sleep. | 


Beſides, I have not found that i 


good Order, Juſtice and Equity are 
better obſerved in Turkey, Perſia, or 
the Mogul's Country, than in the 
Republics of Holland, Venice, and 
even England : I do not believe we 
commit fewer (Crimes, or that the 
Horror of the Puniſhments trigh- 
tens us into greater Submiſhon to 
the Laws. 

On the contrary, I think there 
is a conſtant Source of Injuſtice 


and Confuſion in the middle of 


thoſe very Kingdoms. 

Nay, I take the Prince, who is 
himſelf the Law, to be leſs power- 
ful there than elſewhere. | 

I obſerve that in thoſe moments 
of Rigour, there are always tumul- 
tuous Motions, in which no bod 
has the Command : and that when 
once a violent Authority is deſpiſed, 


no body has enough to recover it. 


That 
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'That the very Deſpair of Impu- 


nity confirms and.encreaſes the Diſ- 
order. 


are never inconſiderable; and that 


r there is no medium between Mur- 
c 3 murs and Seditions. Zo 
d 3 That great Events there have no 
Cc need of being prepared by great 
c 


© FF Caufes : On the contrary, the leaſt 

Accident produces the greateſt Re- 

> XF volution, which is many times as 
little expected by thoſe who mak 


: as by thoſe who ſuffer it. 
g When Oſinan the Turkiſh Empe- 
5 ror was depoſed, none of thoſe 

who were concerned in the At- 


tempt ever thought of committing 
it: They only begged in a ſuppli- 
e to have ſome Grievance 
redreſſed: A Voice, which no body 
ever knew, came forth from among 
the Crowd by chance, the Name 
of Muſtapha was pronounced, and 
immediately Muſtapha was Emperor. 


| Paris, 24 of the Moon 
Rebiab 1, 1715. 


That in ſuch States the Revolts - 


Le T- 
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LETTER LXXIX. 
Nargum, Exvoy from Perſia 


in Muſcovy, r Usbek, at 
Paris. 


F all the Nations in the World, 
my dear Usbek, none ever ex- 
ceeded that of the Tartars, either 
in Glory or great Conqueſts. This 
People is truly the Lord of the 
Univerſe : all others ſeem deſigned 
to ſerve them: they are both the 
Founders and Deſtroyers of Em- 
pires : in all Ages they have given 
ng World proofs of their Power : 
n. all Abe: they have been the 
Sceurge of Nations. 

The Zartars have twice conquer- 
ed China; and {till hold it under 
their Obedience. 

They rule the vaſt Countries 
which forth the Empire of Mogul. 

Maſters of Perſia, they fit upon 
the Throne of Cyrus — Guftaſpes. 
They have ſubdued Muſcovy. Di- 
ſtinguiſhed 
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ſtinguiſhed by the Name of Turks, 

they have made immenſe Conqueſts 
in Europe, Aſia and Africa; and 
they bear Dominion over thoſe three 
Parts of the Univerſe. 

And to ſpeak of Times more re- 
mote z from among them iſſued al- 
molt all thoſe: Nations which over- 
turned the Roman Empire. 

What are Alexander's Conqueſts 
compared with thoſe of Genghiſcan? 
This victorious Nation has only 
wanted Hiſtorians to celebrate the 
Memory of her wonderful A&s. 

What immortal Exploits have 
been buried in Oblivion! What 
Empires founded by them, which 
we are at a loſs to trace the be- 
ginnings of. This warlike Nation, 
wholly taken up with her preſent 
Glory, and ſure of Conquering at- 
all times, never took Pains to ſigna- 
lize herfelf to Poſterity, by record» 
ing her paſt Victories. 


»” CH 


Muſcow, 4th of the Moon 
Rebiab 1, 1715, 


AR 
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| Lerrer LXXX. 
Rica 70 Ibben, at Smirna. 


= H O' the French talk very much, 
yet there is among them a ſort 


of mute Derviſes, called Chartreux : | 


They ſay they cut out their Tongues 
upon their entring into the Con- 


vent: and it is very much to be 


wiſhed that all the other Derviſes 
would cut off every thing that their 
Profeſſion renders uſeleſs to them. 
And now we are ſpeaking of ſi- 
lent People, there are ſome much 
more ſingular than the others, and 
who have a very extraordinary ta- 
lent. Theſe are ſuch as can talk 
without ſaying any thing, and fur- 
niſn a Converſation for two hours 
together, and all the while it ſhall 
be impoſſible to come at their 
meaning, and conſequently to ſteal 


from them, or retain, a word of 


what they have ſaid. 5 
Theſe 


32 honed Ht pas hp rere mf. Gs K tus wah Acc 


x 5. 


Perſian Letters. 35 


i Theſe ſort of Men are adored by 
ſo 


the Women: but yet not quite 
much as ſome others, who have 


been endued by Nature with the 


agreeable talent of ſmiling à propos, 
that is every moment; and of re- 
ceiving every thing they ſay with 


approbation and pleaſure. 


But thoſe are the top Wits, who 
can ſpy a fine thought in every 
word, and find out a thouſand beau- 
ties in the moſt common expreſſion. 
I know others who have had 
ood ſucceſs in introducing into the 
Convertition things inanimate, and 
in making their fair Perruke, their 
embroidered Coat, their Snuff-box, 
their Cane and their Gloves ſpeak 
for them. It is no bad way to be- 
gin even in the ſtreet with diſtin- 
guiſhing one's ſelf by the rattling 
of our Coach, and by thundring at 
the door with the Knocker: this 
prelude gives a prepoſſeſſion in fa- 
vour of every thing that is to fol- 


low: and when the exordium is 


fine, it renders ſupportable all the 
VOI. II. C non- 
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nonſenſe that comes after, bur 
which by good fortune then comes. 


too late. 

J can tell thee, theſe little talents, 
which are in no eſteem among us, 
are of: no ſmall ſervice to thoſe 
who are ſo happy as to be Maſters 


of them; and a Man of good ſenſe 
makes but a poor figure among ſuch 


People. 


Paris, 6th, of the Moon 
Rebiab 2, 1715. 


0 


LETTER LXXXI. 
Usbek t Rhedi, at Venice. 


F there be a God, my dear Rhe- 
ai, he muſt neceſſarily be Juſt: 
for were he not, he would be the 
moſt wicked and moſt: imperfect. of 
all Beings. 1 5 

Juſtice is a relation of Congrui- 
ty which is really found between 
two things: this relation is always 

. the 


and 
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te ſame, whatever Being conſiders 


it, whether God, or Angel, or laſt- 
ly Man. | 
It is true, Men do not always 


| ſee. theſe relations: Nay oftentimes 
when they do ſee them, they de- 


viate from them, and their own 
Intereſt is what they always ſee beſt. 
Juſtice raiſes her voice; but fhe 


bas much a do to be heard amidſt 


the tumult of the Paſhons. . 
Men may commit injuſtice! be- 
cauſe it is their intereſt to do it, 
they chuſe rather to ſatisfy 
themſelves than others. It is al- 
ways with an eye to thbemſelves 
that they act: no body is wicked 
atis he will have ſome reaſon to 
way him; and that reaſon is al- 
vays a reaſon of Intereſtlt. 
ut it is. impoſſible for God ever 
to commit any injuſtice:: the mo- 
ment we ſuppoſe that he ſees. Jus 
ſtice, he mutt neceſſarily follow it: 
for as he ſtands in want of nothing, 
and is all- ſufficient in himſelf; he 
would elſe be the moſt wicked of 
C 2 "" == 
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all Beings, becauſe he would be fo 
without getting by it. Mp 

Thus, tho' there were no God, 
we ought {till to love Juſtice; that 
is, we ſhould do our endeavours 
to be like that Being of which we 
have ſo lovely an idea, and which, 
if it exiſted, muſt be neceſſarily 
Juſt. Free tho' we ſhould be from 
the yoke of Religion, yet we ought 
not to be ſo from that of Equity. 

This, Rhedi, makes me believe 
that Juſtice is Eternal, and does not 
depend upon humane conventions : 
if it did depend upon them, it 
would be a fatal truth which we 
ſhould concealeven from our ſelves. 
Me are encompaſſed with Men 
ſtronger than we are; they may 
hurt us a thouſand ſeveral ways, and 
generally with impunity. hat a 
comfort is it to us to know that 
there is in the heart of all thoſe 
Men an inward principle that ſtands 
up in our behalf, and protects us 
from their violences ! 


Werc 


5 
4 
L 
l 
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Were it not for this, we ſhou'd 
have reaſon to be in perpetual 
dread; we ſhou'd paſs by a Man as 


by a Lyon; and we ſhou'd never 


be one moment ſecure of our lives, 


— 


eſtates, or honour. A 
— Theſe thoughts inflame my in- 
dignation againſt thoſe Doctors, 
who repreſent God as a Being that 
makes a tyrannical uſe of his Po,] - 
er; who tell us he acts after a man- 
ner which we our ſelves wou'd 
not, for fear of. offending him; 
who accuſe him of all the Imper- 
fections which he puniſhes in us; 
and in their contradictory opini- 


ons, deſcribe him at one time as a 
wicked Being, and at another as a 


Being that hates Wickedneſs and 
puniſhes it. 3 
When a Man examines himſelf, 


what a Satisfaction is it to find that 


he has an upright Heart! This 
Pleaſure, ſevere as it is, muſt fill 
him with rapture: he ſees he is a 
Being as —— above thoſe who have 
it not, as above Tygers and Beats. 


3 Ves, 
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Yes, Rhedi, if T was always ſure of 
ſtrictly following that Equity, | 
which I have before my eyes, 1 
tou'd think my ſelf the firſt of 
Men. e 


Daris, the iſt of the Moon 
Gemmadi 1, 1715. 


P h 
— 


LETTEX LXXXII. 
Rica 7 * * *, 
JF Was Yeſterday at the Hoſpital 


of the Invalids: If I were a 
Prince, I wou'd rather have been 


the Founder of that Charity than 


have won three Victories. There 
appears in all parts of it the hand 
of a Great Monarch. I look up- 


on it as the moſt ſacred place upon 


Earth. 3 
What a Sight is it to behold 


all theſe Victims of their 8 
11 


gathered into one place, who ſt 


long only to defend her, and who 


finding 


hls () = wt ©) wo 
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finding in themſelves the ſame 
Hearts, tho* not the ſame Strength, 
complain of nothing but the Ina- 
bility they are under of ſacrificing 
e for her a ſecond time. 

What can be more affecting than 
to ſee theſe diſabled Warriours ob- 
ſerving in this retirement as exact 
a Diſcipline as if they were forced 


to it by the preſence of an Enemy, 


placing their laſt ſatisfaction in this 
Picture of the War, and dividing 
their Hearts and Minds between 
the dutics of Religion and thoſe of 


the pom. x Art. 
a 


I wou'd have the Names of thoſe 
that dye for their Country written 
and preſerved in Temples in Re- 


1 that ſhou'd be as it were 


e Fountain of Honour and No- 
Pr. 


tanks 1 15th of the Moon 
Gemmadi 1, 1715. 


ubs, 4 
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1 E TT ER LXXXIII. {3 


Usbek to Mirza, at Iſpahan. 


"H OU knoweſt, Mirza, that 
ſome of Cha-Soliman's Mini- 
fters had formed a deſign of ob- 
liging all the Armenians in Perſia 
to depart the Kingdom, or turn 
Mahometans, from a belief that 
our Empire wou'd always be de- 
filed fo long as ſhe foſtered thoſe 
Infidels in her boſom. : 2033 
There had been an end of the 
Perſian Greatneſs, if upon this oc- 
caſion we had given ear to blind 
Devotion. 3 1 4K. 
No body knows how the thing 


came to drop; neither thoſe that 


made the propoſal, nor thoſe that 


rejected it, were ſenſible of the fatal 


conſequences: Chance did the bu- 
ſineſs of Reaſon and good Policy, 
and ſaved the Empire from a dan- 
ger more imminent than it wou'd 


have 


vs © 
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have been in from the loſs of three 
Battels and of two Citie. 
By baniſhing the Armenians, they 
wou'd in one day have rooted out 
all the Traders, and almoſt all the 
Artificers in the Kingdom. I am 
ſure the great Cha Abas wou'd ra- 
ther have had both his Hands cut 
off than have ſigned ſuch an Or- 
der; he wou'd have been of Opi- 
nion that in thus ſending to the 
Mogul, and the other Kings of the 
Indies, the moſt induſtrious of his 
Subjects, he gave them the better 
half of his Domin ions. 
The perſecutions which our zea- 
lous Mahometans raiſed againſt the 
Guebres, conſtrained them to fly in 


crowds into the Indies, and depri- 


ved Perſia of that laborious People 
ſo much addicted to Tillage, and 
who alone by their indefatigable 
patience were able to conquer the 
barrenneſs of our Landes. 
There was but one thing more 
left for Bigottry to do, and that 
was to ruin Ingenuity; and then 
as Cy the- 


i 
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the Em ire wou'd eaſily fall of it 
ſelf, and with it of courſe that ve- 
Ty Religion which was thereby in- 
tended to be made fo flouriſhing. 

If we may reaſon without pre- 
8 I know not, Mirza, but 

ariety of Religions may be uſe- 
ful in a State. 

It is obſerved that the Followers 
of a Religion which is only tole- 
rated are generally more ſervice- 
able to their Country than thoſe 
who are of the eſtabliſhed Religi- 
on; for being ſhut out from all 
| honours, and having no way to di- 

ſtinguiſh themſelves but by _— 
Opulence and Wealth, e 
naturally led to obtain thoſe Ad- 
vantages by their labour, and fo to 
embrace the moſt painful empley- 
ments in the Society. 

Beſides, as all Religions contain 
precepts uſeful to Society, the more 
zealouſly they are obſerved, the bet- 
ter. Now — can be more like- 
ly to animate that Zeal. than their 


Multi ity 2 
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are {6 many Rivals that 
pare one another's failings. 


bow, jealouſy deſcends even to Eve- 
rivate member: every one 


The 


Kin upon his gitard, and 1s fear- 


ful of doing any thin bg That chat he. 
bring a Scandal 95 on h 
expole it tõ the chem 15 = 


forgiving cenſures of its advetla- 


ri 
Accordingly it has always been 


obſerved that a New Sect in 4 State. 
is the ſureſt means of correcting all 
the abuſes of the Old. 

It is in vain to ſay that it is the 
Prince's Intereſt not to allo of 
variety of Religions in his King- 
dom. Tho' all the Sets in t E 
World were to get to Hard in it 
he wou'd not be at re judiced 
by it ; for there is no 1 oy one bur 
What ' preſcribes Obedience, an 
preaches u Submiſſſon. 


I confeſs Hiſtories ate full of 


Religious Wars: but do not let 
üs take the thing Wrong; ; It was 
not the diverſity of Religions that 
occa- 
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occaſioned theſe Wars; it was the | 
untolerating Spirit of that which 
thought ſne had the Power in her 
Hands. 45 ; 3 
It was that Spirit of Proſelytiſm 
which the Jews caught of th A- 
gyptians ; and which from them 
was communicated like an Epi- 
demical Infe&ion, both to the Ma- 
Bometans and Chriſtians. 3 
In a Word, it was that Spirit 
of Enthuſiaſm which in its progreſs 
can be looked upon as nothing elſe 
1 a total Eclipſe of human Rea- 
For in ſhort tho? there was no- 
thing of inhumanity in forcing 
the conſciences of others; tho” it 
occaſioned none of thoſe ill effects 
which ſpring up from it by thou- 
ſands: a man muſt be a fool to 
offer at it. He that wou'd 
have me n my Religion, does 
it, no doubt, becauſe he wou'd not 
change his own if he were to. be 
forced to it : ſo that he wonders I 

will not do a thing which „ 
5 8 
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1 wou'd not do himſelf for the 
we Ire of the Univerſe. 2 „„ 


Paris, 2675 of the Moon 1 
Gemmadi 1, 1715. 


, 
2 712 . 
LETTER LXXXIV. 
N 
) IF ſeems here as if every Fami- 
J ly was its own Governour; the 
- husband has but a ſhadow of Au- 
thority over his wife; the father 
- over his children; the maſter over 
ö his ſlaves and you need. not doubt 
they always ſtand up againſt a jea- 
; lous husband, a peeviſh. father, or 
a croſs maſter. 


I went t' other day to the place 
where Juſtice is diſpenſed. In your 
| way to it you are forced to run the 
gantlet thro' whole numbers of 

young Shopwomen, that invite you. 

with a deceitful Voice. This Sight. 
is gay enough, but the next Ob- 
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| jets are very doleful, when you 


come into the great Halls, w ere 
you ſee nothing but men whale 
* are more grave even than 
their looks. At laſt you enter in- 
to the ſacred Place where all the 
ſecrets of Families are revealed, 
and where the moſt private actions 
are brought out into open light. 
There a modeſt Girl comes and 
confeſſes the torments of a virgini- 
y too long kept; her conflicts, and 
er ſorrowful reſiſtance: She is ſo 
far from being puff d up with her 
victory, that ſhe looks every mo- 
ment for a defeat ; and that her fa- 
ther may no longer be ignotatit of 
ker neceſſities, the makes them 
known to all the world. 
An impudent Wife comes next, 
and ſets forth the inſults ſhe has 
done her Husband as ſo many rea- 
ſons for _ parted from him. 
With equal modeſty another des 
chres, ſhe is weary of having the 
title of a wife, without enjoying, 
the benefits of it: She openly _ 
| | A 
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veals the Myſteries buried in the 
obſcurity of marriage: She deſires 
to undergo the examination of Ar- 
tiſts, and to be reſtored by a De- 
cree to all the privileges of virgi- 
nity. Nay, there are ſome that 
dare defy their Husbands, and pub- 
liekly challenge them to a combat 
which the Witneffes make ſo dif- 
ficult: a tryal as diſgraceful to the 
Wife that ſtands it as to the Huſ- 
band that is defeated by it. | 
An infinite number of young 
women, either ravithed or debauch- 
ed, make mankind even much worſe 
than they really are. This Tribu- 
nal rings with nothing but Love. 
You hear talk of nothing but en- 
raged fathers, abuſed daughters, 
perjured lovers, and diſcontented 
 husbands. „ 
By the Law here in force, any 
child born in Marriage is conclu- 
_ ded to be the Husband's: he may 
have what reaſon he will to believe 
K not to be fo ; the Law believes 
i for him; and eaſcs him of his 
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ſcruples, and the trouble of a tho- 
Fongh enquiry. om to ion. 

In this Court the voices are ta- 
ken by majority : but experience 
has ſhewn that it wou'd have been 
a better way to take them by the 


minority; and it is very natural it 


ſhou'd be ſo; for there are very 
few juſt reaſoners ; and all the 
world agrees there are falſe ones 
no m. | 


m2 


Paris, the 1/t of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1715. 


** 


LETTER LXXXV. 


HEV fay Man is a Sociable 


| Animal. Upon this foot the 
French ſeem to me to have more of 
the Man in them than any people 
in the world : they may be called 
Men by way of excellence; for 


they 


perſian Letters. 571 
they ſeem cut out for nothing bur 


Society. 
But I have obſerved. among thera 


people who are not only ſociable 


but who may be called an Univerſal 
Society of themſelyes. They mul- 
tiply themſelves into every corner, 
and in an inſtant people you the 
four quarters of. a Cir y: one hun- 
dred men of this ſort mall make a 
greater ſhow than two thouſand 
other Citizens: they might in the 
eye of a Stranger repair the Devaſta- 
tions of plague or famine. It is a 
ueſtion in the Schools whether one 
ody can at one inſtant be in diffe- 
rent places; they are a full proof 
of what the Philoſophers ron as 
a doubt. 

They are always i in a burry, ha- 
Me upon their hands the important 


eſs of -asking every body they 


WH where they are going 
where they have been. 


Lou can never beat it out of their 
heads, but that it is a neceſſary piece 
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every day ſeparately, beſides the vi- 
fit they pay it in groſs in places 
of general aſſemblies : but as this 
latter method is too ſhort, theſe Vi- 
firs go for nothing in the rules of 
their Ceremonial. 5 

They wear out more doors with 
knocking at them than the Winds 
and Storms. If one were to examine 


all the Porters Lifts, we ſhou'd eve“ 


ry day find their names murdered in 
a thouſand Swi/s crawls. T 
ſpend their days either in attending 
upon Funerals, in Compliments / 
Condoleance, or in follicitations of 
Marriage. The King never grants 
a Favour to one of his Subjects, but 
i coſts them a Coach or a Chair to 
wiſh the perſon joy. At night they 
return home to reſt thernfelyes no 
their fatigue, that they may be able 
— day to reſume their Jaborious 
ras 

One of them died t'other day of 


mere wearineſs ; and this Epitaph 


was engraved upon his Tomb. 
Here reſts a man that never _ 
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before. He mourned at five hun- 


dred and thirty Burials. He re- 


joyced at the birth of two thouſand 
ſix hundred and fourſcore children. 
The Penſions on which he congra- 


tulated his Friends at various times 


amount 'to two milhons fix hundred 


thoufand Livres per amm. The 


ground he trudged it on foot in 
Town, 'to nine thouſand fix hundred 
furlongs; the walks he took in the 
Country, to thirty ſix. His Con- 


verſation was amuſing: he had a 
conſtant Stock of three hundred and 


fixty five Stories: he was over and 
above the maſter even from his 


youth of a hundred and eighteen 


Apophthegms extracted from the 
Ancients, which he brought out 
whenever he thought fit to ſhine. 
He died in the ſixtieth Vear of his 
Age. Now, Paſſenger, I conclade, 
for when cou'd I tell thee all that 
he did, and all that he aw. 
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fn LXXXVI. 
Usbek zo Rhedi, ar Venice. 


J Þberty and Equality rei gn at Pa- 


ris. Birth, Virtue, nay even 
the greateſt Services in War, do not 
lift a man above the crowd in which 


he is confounded. Jealouſie about |; 
rank is here unknown. They ſay 
the chief man at Paris is he that 


has the beſt Horſes to his Coach. 
A great Man is one that ſees the 

King, ſpeaks to the Miniſtry, has 

Anceſtors, Debts and Penſions. If 


with all this he can conceal his idle- 
neſs under an air of buſineſs, or a 


pretended alacrity after pleaſure, he 


thinks himſelf the happieſt of mor- 


tals. Hy 
In Perſia none are Great but thoſe 


on whom our Monarch beſtows ſome 


ſhare in the Government. Here 
there are People that are Great by 
their Birth; but they have no man- 
ner of Intereſt. Kings act like thoſe 
nice 
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nice Artificers who in the execu- 
tion of their deſigns always make 
W uſe of the plaineſt tools. 3 
= FPavyour is the great Deity of th 
French. The prime Miniſter is her 


= High-Prieſt, and offers her many a 

1 Vickim. Thoſe who attend upon 

bim are not cloathed in White; 

bſometimes Sacrificers and ſometimes 

8 Sacrificed, they devote even them- 
ſelves to their Idol, together with 
the whole Nation. 


rr FT bw FT 


Paris, 9th of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1715. 
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Ler ran LXXXVIL 
f Usbek 40 Ibben, at Smirna. 


H E deſire of Glory differs in 
no reſpect from that inftin& 
which all Creatures have for their 
own preſervation. We ſeem to ex- 
5 tend our Being when we can gain 
it a place in the memory of other 


* Fay 


men: it is a ſort of a new life got, 
which is no leſs dear to us than 
that we received from Heaven. 

But as all Men are not equally 
fond of Life, ſo neither are they 
N ſenſible to the impreſſions 
of Glory. That noble Paſſion is; 
indeed ſtampt upon all our hearts: 
but imagination and education 
mould it a thouſand various ways. 

This difference which is obſerva- 
ble between Man and Man, is yet 
more ſo between Nation and Na- 
tion. SI SS. 

It may be laid down. as a maxim, 
that in every State the deſire of 
Glory encreaſes and decays with the 
Liberty of the Subject: Glory is 
never the companion of Slavery. 

A. Man of good ſenſe. ſaid to me 
t'other day: We are in many re- 
05 much more free. in France 
than in Perſia; and accordingly we 
are much fonder of Glory. This 
bende Deluſion makes a Frenchman, 
perform with pleaſure. and reliſh, 
what. your Sultan obtains 808 his 

| aves 
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4 Slaves, only; hy ſetting eternally. in 


their view Revargs and. Puniſh- 


ments. 
Therefore among us the Prince 
is jealous for the honour of the 


the moſt — for main; 
taini: it: it is the Sacred Trea- 
ure of the N ation, and the only one 
Which the King is not Lord of; for 
he could not be ſo without running 


counter to his own intereſt, So thad 


if. a Subject finds himſelf rouch'd: 
in his honour even by his Prince, 
either by an unjuſt Preference, or 
the: leaſt mark. of 


Service; and retires: to his own 
Eſtate. He goes on. 

The difference between the Bunch 
Troops and oe: is, that the one 
being compoſed of none but Slaves 
naturally Cowards, can get over the 
fear of — only by the terror of 
gester Torments; which produces 

in the Soul a; new kind of horror, 
which makes it in a manner ſtupid: 
Whercas 


meaneſt of his ſubjects. There are 


Contempt; he im- 
mediately leaves his Court and his 


n 
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whereas the others face danger with 
delight, and baniſh fear by a ſatis- 
faction which is above it. 
But the Sanctuary of Honour, 
Reputation and Virtue ſeems to be 
placed in Republics, and in thoſe 
States where a man may with ſafety Þ 
pronounce the word, his Country. 
At Rome, Athens and Sparta, ho- | 
nour was the only reward for the 
moſt ſignal ſervices. A crown of 
Oak-leaves or Laurel; a Statue; 
an Inſcription, was an immenſe re- 
turn for a Battel won or a City ta- 
t 
There a Man that had performed 


a noble Action, thought himſelf ſuf- 
ficiently recompenſed in the action 
it ſelf. He could not ſee one of his 


Countrymen, without feeling the in- 
ward ſatisfaction of knowing him- 
ſelf his benefactor: he reckoned the 
number of his ſervices by that of 
his Fellow- citizens. Any man is 
capable of doing a piece of ſervice 
to another man; but it is ſomewhat 


Divine to contribute to the happi- 


neſs of a whole Society. | 
| But 
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But muſt not this noble emulati- 
on be entirely extinct in the heart 
of your Per/ians, among whom em- 
ployments and A 8 flow only 
from the Monarch's caprice? Re- 
putation and Virtue are there look- 
ed upon to be mere imaginary no- 
tions, unleſs attended with the 
Prince's favour, with which alone 
they ſpring up and die. One that 
has the public Eſteem wholly of 
his fide, is not ſure of not being 
diſhonoured eternally to-morrow : 
one day beholds him General of an 


Army; the next perhaps the Ty- 


rant debaſes him into his Cook; 
and he has no other Praiſe to aim 


at, but that of diſhing up a nice 


Ragoo. 


Paris, the 15th of the Moon 
SGemmadi 2, 1717. 
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Peifian Letrers. 


LKA Vl. 


Usbek to the ſame, ar Saures 
gehoral 'Paſſion 


which the French Nation have 


for Glory, t! 
the minds ef the 
Which I know not "What to make 
oint of -honour : 


of, co the 
operly the character of e- 
feſſion; but it is more 

amedg the Soldiers; And 


it is 


very 
Vaili 
there it is the point of honour by 
way of excellenee. 
very hard to make thee conceive 


there has ſprung up in 
A ople a thing 


It would be 


what it is; for we have no eloar 
ideas of it. | 


Formerly 
the Nobility, 
other Laws but thoſe of this point 
Theſe regulated the 


cially 


of honour. 


the French, and eſpe- 
followed no 


whole conduct of their lives; and 


they were ſo ſtrict, 
penalty worſe than death, not only 


. 


that it wie a 


tO 


J 


Da Os 1 
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to infringe, but even to Vale, the 
leaſt tittle of them. 


When any F „ e happened, 


; they preſoribed only one way of 


deciſion, namely the Duel, which 
cut off all difficulties. But the 
worlt part of the ſtory is, that very 


otten the tryal was made between 
more eg than were really con- 
# cerne 


in the affair. 
Let a Man have ever ſo r ac- 


quainrance with another, he was 
bound to take part in the diſpute, 
and venture his carkaſs as much as 


if he were himſelf; in Wrath. He 


always thought himſelf honoured 
with ſo kind a choice, and ſo di- 
Kinguiſhing a preference: and One 
that would not have given a man four 
Piſtoles to ſave him and his whole 
family from the Gallows, would 


make no ſcruple to run the riſque 
of his Life for him a thouſand 
times. 

This way of cryal was ill con- 
trived enough: for becauſe one 
man is ; fironger or more dextrous 
10 D 2 than 
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than another, it does not follow 
that he has the better cauſe. 
Therefore the Kings have for- 
bidden it upon very ſevere penal- 
ties: but in vain; Honour, which 
will always have dominion, rebells 
and owns no Laws. 7 
So that the French are in a ſtate 
of great violence: for on one hand 
the Laws of Honour oblige a man 
to revenge himſelf if he is affronted; 
and on the other, Juſtice inflicts the 
moſt cruel puniſhments upon him 
for doing ſo. If you follow the 
Laws of Honour, you loſe your 
head upon a ſcaffold ; if thoſe of 
Juſtice, you are driven out for ever 
from the Society of Men: ſo that I 
you have only the unhappy choice 
either of Dying or being unworthy 
to Live. A oF 


Paris, 18th of the Moon © 
Gemmadi 2, 1715. 
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Lerrix LXXXIx. 
Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. 


Tz E Monarch that has reigned 
ſo long is no more *® He 
made Aline talk of him while 
he lived; at his death every body 
was ſilent. Firm and couragious in 


his laſt moments, he ſeemed to 


yield to nothing but Deſtiny. Thus 
dyed the great Cha- Abas after ha- 
ving filled the hole earth with 
his A 

Do not imagine that this great 
Event put men here only upon mak- 
ing moral reflections. Every one 


be began to think of his own affairs, 


to take all advantages upon this 
change. 'The King, Great Grand- 
ſon to the deceaſe Monarch, be- 
ing but five years old; a Prince, 


his Uncle, is declared Regent of 


thy Kingdom. 


W 


* He died the Firſt of September, 1715. 
1 The 
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ſeemed defirous of our. livin 
If, and of reigning even after his 
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The late King made a Will, 


which limited the Regent's Autho- 


rity. This wiſe Prince went to 


the Parliament, and, there laying 


open all the Prerogatives of his 
Birth, got them to annul the regu- 
lations of the late Monarch, who 

Rice 


3 
uins which we, trample .. under 
9 -> N wo b > & 3.6 a. 18911 
ot, but which yet recal the me- 


V. Wi Kind bu 01: 11 1s 4. p4 
The Parli ments are like thoſe 


' mory of ſome Temple famous, in 


the ancient Religion of the, Nati- 
ons. They, ſeldom meddle now, in 
any, thing, dere than, the diſpenſa; 
tion of Juſtice; and their Authority 


o 4 


4 © 


nore, unleſs ſome un 
t ſhould reſtore it once more to 
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will droop every day more ind 
oreſeen acci- 
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0 & * * 


| human things : they, haye ſüb: 


w- + 


every_thing ; to the corruption of 


manners, Which has weakened: e- 
very 


lis and ſtre 2 Theſe great Bo 
Fes Have bad; c mmon fate, of 
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pPerſian Letters, 6 
very thing; to, the Supream Pows- 


cr, which has, overthrown. every | 
"Bur the Regent, to make him- 


ſelf acceptable to the People, ſeem- 


ed at firſt to pay a regard to this 
mage of the public LHRH, 3 and 
as 1 


he intended to raiſe from earth 


both the Tem ple and the Idol, he 
ſeemed to reſpect it as the ſupport 


of the Monarchy, and the founda- 
tion of all lawful Auchoricy. 


Regeb, 175 
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LzrrsA XC. _ 


Usbek to . bis Brother Santon, 


in the Monaſtery of Casbin. 


I Humble my ſelf before thee,  fa- 
4 cred Sexton, and throw my {elf 
proſtrate. on the earth: I reſpect the 


8 as the apple 


- — — — 
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that thou ſeemeſt to have the heart 


of our Holy Prophet : thy Auſteri- 


ties amaze even Heaven it ſelf : the 


Angels have beheld thee from the 


pinacle of Glory, and have cried 
out: How is it poſſible he can be 
yet on Earth, when his Spirit is 


here with us flying about the 

Throne which is ſupported upon 

the Clouds! . OTE: 
How then ſhou'd I refrain from 


paying thee the higheſt reverence, 


who have learnt from our Doctors 
that even the Infidel Derviſes have 
a mark of Holineſs which ought to 


make them venerable to true Be- 
lievers; and that God has choſen 
to himſelf out of all the corners of 
the earth, ſome Souls more pure 


than others, which he has ſeparat- 
ed from the impious world, to the 


intent that their fervent , prayers 


and mortifications may arreſt his 

indignation juſt ready to fall upon 

ſo many rebellious Nations! 
Theſe Chriſtians tell wonders of 


their firſt Santons, who retired b. 


thouſands 
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thouſands into the frightful Deſarts 
of Thebais, and had for their Chiefs - 
Paul, . Anthony and Pacomus. If 
what they relate of them be true, 
their lives are as full of prodigies 


as. thoſe of our moſt Holy Imaums. 


They ſometimes paſſed ten whole 
years at a time without ſeeing the 
face of a man: but they dwelt 


night and day with Dæmons; the 


were inceſſantly 8 thoſe 
wicked Spirits: they found t 


— 7 


world ever kept worſe Company. 


The graver fort of Chriſtians 


look upon theſe Stories to be a 


natural Allegory repreſenting the 
en of g 5 
In vain do we ſeek Peace even in 
the Deſart; Temptations. ſtill pur- 
ſue us; our Paſſions, deſcribed un- 
der the notion of Dzmons, will 
never let us reſt : thoſe Monſters of 
the Heart; thoſe illuſions of the 
Mind; thoſe vain fantoms of Er- 
97 ror - 


he ſtate of man. 


hem in 
their Beds; at their Tables; no 
place was ſecure againſt them. If all 
this be true, moſt Reverend San- 
ton, it muſt be owned that none in the 


- Path, and attack us in our \ 


6 perſian Certeri 


ror and Falſhood, appear to. is e 

oment to, ek us 25 of wat I 

Faſts 

and Hair⸗cloths; that is even in 5 
our greateſt Strength, . 

As for me, moftycheriBle'$3 "oft 

d 


1, know that. the Meſſenger FG 


has chained Satan and caſt him 
into the Abyss z he la ae 


the Earth once over run With his 
ower, and made it an Abode fit 
Tor Angels and Prophets.” 


Paris, the 370 of the Moon 
Chahbav, 715. 
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'Usbek 75 Rhedi, at Venice. 


Never heard any man tz k de 

the, Law of Nations, ut he 
5 with enquiring carefully 
what was the Origin of Society; 
which I think ridiculous. If indeed 
men formed no Societies; 3 if they 


2561954 
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avoided. and fled from, each other; 
then, it wou'd be very natural tb 
1165 ug. he "Feaftin, and why they 

uld defire' to keep aſundęer: but 
as it is, they are even born in mu- 
tual ties to 655 other: : a Son is 
born, near pu. Father, * and conti- 
nues With him: he re isSociery 9 
% Gaple, of Socict b 
aw of ations-is more 
gudied in Europe than in ha : 5 
5 the Paſſiens of Princes, the Pa- 
tience of "Nations, the 3 ot 
Authors, haye corr ypted * all che 
Se of it. © 2 509 te 
This Law, as it is now deftor'd, : 
is a Science that inſtructs Princes 
how. far they may violate Juſtice 
without prejudice to their own In- 
tereſt. A glorious Deſign ! to har- 
den their conſciences by reducing 
iniquity into a ſyſtem, by laying 
down rules for the practice, by 
ſetling the principles of it, and then. 
drawing concluſions from them !. 
The unlimited Power of our Sub- 
lime Sultans, which has no Rule- 
but. 
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but it ſelf, does not produce more 5 


monſters, than this baſe Art which 


ſtrives to make juſtice bend, tho* 
inflexible. 


One wou'd imagine, Rhedi, there 
were two different ſorts of Juſtice: 


one to regulate the affairs of pri- 


vate perſons, which reigns in the 
Civil Law: the other to compoſe 


the differences that ariſe between 
People and People; which plays the 


tyrant in the Law of Nations: as 
if the Law of Nations were not 
an Eternal Civil Law, not indeed 
of a particular Country, but of the 


| Wor d. f ; 


I ſhall be more particular with 


thee upon this head in another Let- 


ter. 


Paris, 1/# of the Moon 


Zilhage, 1716. 
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LETTER XCII. a 
Usbek te the ſame. 


THE Magiſtrate ought to do 


Juſtice between Citizen and 


Citizen: every Nation ought to do 
the ſame between themſelves and 
another Nation. This ſecond di- 
ſt ribution of Juſtice requires no 


maxims but what are uſed in the 
firſt. | 2485; 
Between Nation and Nation 


there is ſeldom any want of a Third 
to be Umpire; becauſe the grounds 


of diſpute are almoſt always clear 


and eaſy to be determined. The 
intereſts of two Nations are gene- 
rally ſo far ſeparated, that it re- 
yo nothing but a true Lover of 


uſtice to find it out: there is no 
fear of prevention in ones own 
cauſe. . | 
It iv not the ſame with regard to 
the differences that ariſe between 


private perſons. As they live in 


Society, 
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Society, their intereſts are ſo ming- 


led a confounded, and there are 
ſo many different ſorts of them, 


that it is neceſſary for a Third Per- 


ſon to untangle what the covetouſ- 


meſs ! of the partios ſtrives to tie 
knots in. AYP: 
Fhetrte are but / two · ſarts of zuſti- 
able Wars that which we enter 
into for the repelling an Enemy 
exhat attacks us; and Lament 
zundertake in defence of an N 
that is attacked. 
11 equity in ak- 
war uponaPrince's private 1 
vrel; unleſs the Crime — — 2 
1HKeinous nature as to deſerve the 
death of the Prince or Peoplerrhat 
committed it. Thus, a Prinee 
Mou' d not make war, for being! de- 
*nied'fome” Honour which was his 


right, or for any diſreſpect to His 
Ambaſfadors, or thokkeraides :-No 


more than a private man ought to 
kill one that refuſes him the wall. 
The reaſon is, that as a Declaration 
of Waris unh — 
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the puniſhment ſhoud al Ways Hear 
proportion to the fault; weſhowd: 
cConſider, Whether the perſon we 
declare war againſt, is worthy of 
Death. For to make war upon any 
One, is to ſeek to Puniſn him with 
des h. 

i TPRETHOR! ſevere Act öf Janice 

n tlie Law of Nations 18 War; 

its end being the deſtruction ef So- 


_crety 

| epriſls are '6f the' Tee6tig! de- 

fee. To proportion 'the/ penal 
e 'T crime 35 wa ol + a — 
Tribunal cou'd Ever Help. N öblerv- 


ifig. 

A third Met of hüte 18 to de- 
ihe a Prince of the advantages he 
"reaps from our commerce, ſtill 
"meaſuring the pubiſhmienr by the 
"offence, 

— 4 toürth Act of Juſtice, Which 
t to be the moſt frequent, is 
i of the alliancc of the 
ainſt whom we have cduſe 
Hint. This penalry is an- 
ſwerable 
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concerned and watchful for their 


; Preſervation. | 
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n to * of Ranch menr "a 
common Tribunals, which cuts off 
the Criminal from Society. So a 
Prince whoſe Alliance we renounce, 
is thereby cut off from our Society, 
and is no longer one of our Mem- 
bers. 

There can be no greater affront 
done to a Prince than to renounce his 
Alliance, and no greater honour 
than to court it. There is no- 


thing among Men more glorious nor 
i than to. have Others 


Bur in order to make an Alliance 


Binding, it muſt be Juſt : ſo that 


an Alliance made between two Na- 
tions to oppreſs a third, is not law- 
ful, and may honourabiy be broke. 

N either does it become the dig- 


nity and reputation of a Prince to 


_ into an alliance with a Ty- 
Me read, that a certain A- 

— ian K ing ſent to reprehend the 
g of Samos for his cruelty and 
. 
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tyranny, calling upon him to a- 
mend: and upon his not doing it, 
he gave him to know that he ab- 
jured his friendſhip and alliance. 
The Right of Conqueſt is no 
Right at all. A Society can never 
be founded upon any thing but the 
free conſent of all the Members: 
if it is deſtroyed by Conqueſt, the 
People are thereby freed from their 
old engagements: it does not make 
a new Society; and if the Conqueror 
goes about to do it, he acts the Ty- 
LE A 
As to Treaties of Peace, they are 
never lawful when they ordain a 
ceſſion or reparation more conſide- 
rable than the Damage done: this 
is mere violence, and may at an 
time be lawfully ſet afide : unl 
in order to recover what we have 
loſt, we are obliged to have recourſe 
to ſuch violent methods as wall 
create miſchiefs greater than the 
advantage ſought after. _ 
This, my dear Rhedi, is what I 
call the Law of Nations, which 
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may be called more properly the 

Law of Reaſon. 

Paris, the 4th of the Moon 

. Zilhage; 1716. 
r 


— — 
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The Chief Eunuch to Usbek, 
der: at Paris. 


"HERE are arriv'd here a great 
many _— women m_ _ 
bought one for thy brother the Go- 
vernour of Mazenderan, who about 
a month ago ſent me his ſublime 
Commands and a hundred To- 
I have the more skill in women 
becauſe they do not ſurprize me, 
and my eyes are not difturbed by 
the motions of my heart. 
I never ſaw ſo regular and ſo 
compleat a beauty: her ſparkling 
eyes enliven her whole face, and 
1 N heighten 


Perſian Derr. 77 
heighten the błauty of a' complecti- 5 


on that may ſhame all the Charms 
of Girtaffia. - 
The chief Bauen of a ' Merdhai 


of Iſpaban wou'd have purchaſed 


her from me: but ſhe diſdainfully 
ſnun'd his ſight, and ſeemed to 
court mine; as tho' ſhe wou'd have 
me underſtand that a vile Merchant 
was not worthy of her, and that 
ſhe was deſtin'd for a mote illuſtri- 
dus Husband. 

J confeſs to thee 1 am raviſhed 
with a ſecret delight when I think 
of the charms of this lovely crea- 
ture: T fancy I ſee her entring in- 
. - thy Brother's Seraglio: I pleaſe 

ſelf with imagining the fſur- 
pier of all his women: the impe- 
rious vexation of ſome; the ſilent 
hut more mournful affliction of 6- 
thersz the malicious pleaſure of 


thoſe who have no further hopes; 


And the enraged ambition of ofe 
Who have hopes fill. _ 

I an trayelling from one end er 
Kingdoms to t'other to 3 
the 
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the face of the whole Seraglio: 
what paſſions ſhall I provoke! what 
fears, what troubles am 1 prepa- 
— : } 7 7 T9: 

But yet all this inward Uneaſineſs 
ſhall not break the outward tran- 
quility : great revolutions ſhall be 
hid in the bottom of the heart; 
their vexation ſhall be kept in, and 
their joys reſtrained : their obedi- 
ence ſhall be no leſs exact nor the 
Rules leſs ſevere: outward Mildneſs 
and Content ſhall ſhew its ſelf even 
in inward Rage and'Deſpair.  - 
Me obſerve that the more wor 
men we have in charge, the leſs 
trouble they give us. A greater ne- 
ceſſity of pleaſing ; leſs conveni- 
ence for caballin 3 more examples 
of ſubmiſſion: all this ſtrengthens 
their chains: one is a conſtant watch 
upon the proceedings of another 
they ſeem to labour in conjunction 
with us to make themſelves more 
dependent: they do almoſt half our 
duty for us, and open our eyes if 
we are in danger of being deluded. 


In 


Perſian Letters. 59 
In ſhort, they are eternally ſtirring 
up their Maſter againſt their Ri- 
vals, not ſeeing that it is their own. 
turn to he punithed next. _ 
But all this, Magnificent Lord, 
all this is nothing without the Ma- 
ſter's preſence. What can we do 
with 3 vain fantom of authority 
which we have, for it is impoſſible 
to communicate the whole? We 
but faintly repreſent — 
thy ſelf: we can ſhew them no- 
thing but an odious ſeverity. Thou 
mingleſt fear with hope; more ab- 
ſolute when thou careſſeſt than when 
thou threateneſt. e 
Return then, Mighty Lord, re- 
turn to theſe Manſions, and ſhew 
the marks of thy Sovereignty. 


Come and give caſe to paſſions almoſt 


grown deſperate : come and remove 
all excuſe for going aſtray : come 
and quiet Love, who begins to 
murmur; and make Duty it ſelf a- 
'greeable : come, laſtly, and relieye 
thy faithful Eunuchs from a 1 50 
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den high grows eue Hay heavier 


| heavier. 
From the e af hatin, FA 2% 


of * 5 Aoon Zilha ZE, 1716. 
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; Vibe 70 Haſſein Derviſe 1 


reſp lendent with fo e Pan of 


the Mountain of Jaron. 


THO U, oft knowing Der- 
viſe, Wh hoſe, curious mind is 


Science, hęarken to hat I 24m 0 
ing to lay ta thee! 1. 

here are Philoſophers. here who 
indeed. have not attained to 


ſummit, of the Oriental Wiſdom: 


they hayc never been gaught up to 
e Throne of Light: they have 


Ee heard the ineffable words 


reſqunding from Conſorts of In- 


els ; nor felt the raptures of a 
vine Fury : but left td themſelves, 
— 


* 
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: deprived of holy aids, they follow 
in ſilence the footſteps ol buman 
Reaſon. 3 00 

Thou cunt: not imagine throw p 
far this Guide has led them. They 
have dived into Chaos, and by a 
plain mechaniſm unfolded the or- 
der of the Dwine Architecture. 
The Author of Nature gave mo- 
tion to Matter: there required no 
more to produce this miraculaus 
variety of Effects which we behold 
in the Univerſe. s 
Let common Legiſlators pr 
Laws for the regulation fan human 
Societies; Laws as ſubject to change 
as the minds of thoſe who contrive 
them, and of the Nations that o- 
bey them : theſe Men talk of none 
but Laws, general, immutable, e- 
ternal; Which are wblervid without 
any the [leaſt exception, with infi- 
nite order; regularity DR, 
in the immenſe Expanſe. 

And what doſt thowahink, 0 
Man Divine, that theſe Laws are? 
Thou perhaps imagineſt that enter- 


ing 


vm 
. 
"8 
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into the Councils of the Eter- 


„ thou ſhalt be ſtruck with a- 
perm Nm at the ſublimit 1 of deep 
Myſteries, thou deſpaire 
en of Conceiving: thou expecteſt 

to Admire. 


ut thou wilt ſoon be undeceiv- 


ed: they do not dazzle us with a 


falſe reſpect: their ſimplicity has 


made them long miſunderſtood: 
and *twas not till after ſtudious 
reflections that their fruitfulneſs 


and extenſiveneſs came to be found 


out. 
The firſt Law is, that all Bo- 


dies tend in right lines, unleſs they 


meet with ſome obſtacle that turns 
them out of their way: and the 


ſecond, which is but the reſult of 
the former, is, that all Bodies which 


turn round a Centre, ſeek to fly from 
it, becauſe the further it is from 
that Center the more the line 


which it moves in approaches to a 


X right * 


Here 


before- 
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Here, ſublime Derviſe, is the Key 
of Nature. Here are fruitful Prin- 
ciples from which they draw con- 
ſequences beyond all imagination, as 
I will ſhew thee in a particular 
Letter. | ie 

The knowledge of five or fix 
Truths has filled their Philoſophy 
with wonders, and has enabled them 
to perform more ſtupendous mi- 
racles than are related of our Holy 
Prophets. . 

For in ſhort, IT am ſatisfied there 
is none of our Doctors but would 
have been ſtrangely puzzled, if he 
had been required to weigh in a 
balance all the Air which ſurrounds 
the Earth; or to meaſure all the 
water which falls in a year upon its 
ſurface ; or that would have known 
what to anſwer, if he had been ask- 
ed how many leagues Sound travels 
in an hour, or what time a Ray 
of Light takes in its paſſage from 
the Sun to Us? How many fathom 
it is from hence to Saturn? What 
Curve a Ship muſt be cut into, to 

Vor. II. ä be 
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be the beſt ſailer that can poſſibly 

be made? | 
Perhaps if ſome Divine man had 


embelliſhed the works of theſe Phi- 


loſophers with lofty and ſublime 
expreſſions ; if he had filled them 
with bold figures and myſterious 
Allegories; he would have com- 
* a Work inferior to nothing 


but the Holy Alcoran. 


Vet if I may venture to tell thee 


wy real thoughts; I am not fond 
of t 


he figurative ſtyle. There is 

in our Alcoran a vaſt number of 
puerile things, which {till appear 
to me to be what they are, not- 
withſtanding they are heightened 
by the force and energy of the lan- 
guage : at firſt it ſeems as if the 
Inſpired Books are nothing but the 
divine ideas expreſſed. in human 
language : on the contrary, in our 
ſacred Writings, we find the lan- 
Fe of God, and the ideas of 
Men; as if out of an admirable 
Caprice, God had dictated the 
words, and Man found the thoughts. 
; 'Thou 
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Thou wilt ſay, perhaps, I ſpeak 
too freely of I fo Holy a- 
mong us: thou wilt take it to be 
the effect of the licentiouſneſs to- 
lerated in this Country. No, thanks 
be to Heaven, my Mind has not 
corrupted my Heart; and as long as 
I live, Haly ſhall be my Prophet. 


Paris, the 15th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1716. | 


LIT TEX XCV. 
| Usbek 70 Ibben, at Smirna. 


HERE is not in the world a 
Country where Fortune is ſo 
inconſtant as in this. There happen 
every ten years | revolutions which 
plunge the rich man into beggary, 
and exalt the poor man with rapid 
wings to the heighth of riches. 
The one is amazed at his poverty 
the other, at his wealth. The new 
Rich Man admires the Wiſdom of 
ZAP E 2 Provi- 
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Providence; the poor Man, the 
blind caprice of Deſtiny. 8 

Thoſe that collect the Tributes 
ſwim in the midſt of Treaſures : 
there are very tew Tantaluſſes among 
them : yet they come into this em- 
ployment from the loweſt wretch- 


edneſs: they are deſpiſed like the 


dirt while they are poor; when 
they are rich they are eſteemed well 
enough : and they ſtick at nothing 
to obtain this eſteem. ho 
They are at preſent in terrible 


circumſtances. There is a Court 


juſt eſtabliſhed called The Chamber 


f Fuſtice, becauſe it is to ſtrip them 


of their ill-gotten Eſtates. They 
can neither transfer nor conceal 
their. wealth ; for. they are obliged 
to make an exact confeſſion of it 
upon pain of death: ſo that they 


are forced to paſs a very narrow 


ſtrait, I mean between their lives 
and their money. To heighten 
their good fortune, there is a Mi- 
niſter well known for his Wit that 
honours them with his raillery, and 
— 15 
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1s pleaſant upon all the deliberations 
of the Council. We very ſeldom 
hear of a Miniſter of State inclined 
to make the People at all merry 
and we ought to own onr obliga- 
tions to this, for undertaking it. 
The Body of Footmen is of more 
honour in France than any where 
elle; it is a Seminary of Great 
Men; it fills up the vacancies that 
happen in all the other States. The 
members of it preſently take the 
places of all Miniſters that prove 
unfortunate, all Magiſtrates that 
are ruined, or Gentlemen that drop 
in War: and when they are not 
ſufficient to fill them in their own 
perſons, they lift up great Families 
by means of their ie, who 
are like a ſort of Dung, which fat- 
tens Lands that are otherwiſe ſtony 
and dry. CET, 2 
My dear Ibben, I am never weary 
of admiring Providence in her me- 
thod of diffriburing Riches : if ſhe 
had granted them only to good 
men, they would not have been 


E z — 
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ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from Vir» 
tue it ſelf, and we ſhould never have 
known the vileneſs of them, But 
when we examine what ſort of 
3 are moſt loaded with them; 

y deſpiſing the Rich, we at length 
come to have a contempt for Riches. 

Paris, 26th of the Moon 

Maharram, 1717. 


* — * ——— 4 n * a. 
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LETTER XCVI. 
Rica to Rhedi, at Venice. 


T HE ſtrange changes af Faſhion 


among the French are ſurprizing. 
They have forgot how they dreſs'd 
laſt Gare they know leſs how 
they ſhall dreſs next Winter : but 
above all it is impoſſible to conceive 
how much it coſts a Husband to 
keep his Wife in faſhion. 
What would it ſignify to give 


thee an exact deſcription of their 
Habit and Ornaments ? A new fa- 


ſhion 
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ſhion would ſpoyl my account, as 


it does their cloaths; and before 
thou hadſt received my Letter, all 
would be altered. 


A woman that leaves Paris to 


ſpend fix months in the Country, 
comes home as antiquated as if ſhe 
had been there thirty years. The 
Son does not know the picture 


of his own Mother, ſo ſtrange the 


dreſs ſhe was drawn in is now 


grown: he takes it to be the picture 


of ſome American, or only a gro- 
teſque cratchet of the Printer's. 


Sometimes the Head-dreſs riſes 


by degrees to a vaſt heighth, and 
then a ſudden revolution takes it 
down again as faſt : there was a 
time when its immenſe loftineſs left 


the face of a woman in the middle 
of her body. At another time, the 


feet were got thither : the Heels 
were a ſort of pedeſtals that raiſed 


the women into the air. Who will 


believe it? the Architects are often 
forced to raiſe, lower and widen 
the doors as the women's dreſs ei- 
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ther ſhrinks or enlarges it ſelf; and 
the rules of their Art are become 
ſubject to their fancies : ſometimes 
you ſhall ſee a prodigious quantity 
of patches upon their faces; and 
next day they all diſappear again. 
Formerly the Women had ſhapes 
and teeth: now they don't mind 
them. In this changeable Nation, 
let the Critic ſay what he will, the 
Daughter is formed differently from 
the Mother. 


It is the ſame with their Man- 


ners and way of living, as with 


their Faſhions : The French change 
their cuſtoms with the age of their 
King. I know not but their Mo- 
narch might even make this very 
people grave, if he went about it. 
The Prince communicates his cha- 
racter to the Court, the Court to 
the City, the City to the Country. 
The King's Soul is a mould which 
gives ſhape to all the reſt. 


Paris, $th of the Moon 


Saphar, 1717. 
| Ler- 
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LET I ER XCVII. 
Rica to the ſame. 


1 Wrote to thee t' other day about 
1 the prodigious inconſtancy of 
the French in their faſhions : Yet it 
is inconceivable to what a degree 
they are fond of them; they are 
the rules by which they judge of 
every thing done by other Nations: 
they call every thing to this ſtan- 
dard : every thing foreign appears- 
to them. ridiculous. I confeſs to 
thee I cannot make this madneſs 
for their Cuſtoms agree at all with 
the inconſtancy with which they 
change them almoſt daily. _ 
When I tell thee that they de- 
ſpiſe every thing Foreign, I ipeak 
only of Trifles: For in things of 
conſequence, they appear diffident. 
of themſelves, even to their own 
leſſening. They ſeem very ready 
to oven that other Nations are wiſer, 
provided they are but allowed to 
1 EF be 
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be the beſt dreſſed. They are wil- 
ling to ſubje& themſelves to the 
Laws of a Rival People, if the 
French Perruke-makers may but be 
the Legiſlators as to the ſhape of 
foreign perrukes. Nothing appears 
to them ſo glorious, as to ſee their 
Cooks govern from North to 
South; and the Decrees of their 
Tirewomen obſerved in all the Toi- 
F 
With theſe noble advantages, 
what ſignifies it if their good ſenſe 
be imported to them from Abroad, 
and if they do borrow from their 
Neighbours every thing that con- 
cerns both their Political and Civil. 
Government. 

Who would think that the moſt 
ancient and potent Kingdom in Eu- 
rope ſhould. have been governcd for 
above ten Ages by Laws not cal- 
culated for them ? Had the French 
been conquered, it had been natural 
enough: But they are the Conque- 


They 
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They have deſerted the old Laws. 
—_ 4 their firſt Kings in the ge- 
neral 2 of the Nation: 
and what is moſt ſingular, the Ra- 
man Laws which — have adopt- 
ed in their room, were partly 
made and partly collected by Em- 
perors who were contemporary with. 
their own Legitlators. | 
And to make their theft com- 
pleat, and that they might get all. 
their Good ſenſe at other peoples 
coſt; they have naturalized all the 
Conſtitutions of Popes; and there- 
of made a new part of their Law z, 
a new kind of ſhaver 
It is true, of latter FRG they have 
reduced into writing ſome ſtatutes 
of Cities and Provinces ; but they 
are almoſt every one borrowed from: 
the Roman Law. 
This multitude of adopted and 
naturalized Laws is ſo great, that 
it almoſt equally oppreſſes both Ju- 
ſtice and the Judge. But theſe Vo- 
Jumes of Laws are nothing in com- 
pariſon: 


— 
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pariſon of that dreadful Army of 
Gloſſers, Commentators, Compi- 
lers : people as weak in thought, 
as ſtrong in numbers. 

This is not all. Theſe foreign 
Laws have introduced formalities, 
which are a ſcandal to human Rea- 
fon. It wou'd be a difficult que- 
ſtion to reſolve, whether Formality 
did moſt miſchief by creeping into 
Law or into Phyfic : whether ſhe 
has committed molt devaſtation un- 
der the Lawyer's Gown, or under 
the Phyſician's broad-brim'd hat; 
and whether ſhe has ruined more 

eople in the one, than ſhe has Kil- 
led in the other. 


Paris, 12th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1717. 
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Lerrzr XCVIII. 
Usbek . 


3 HEY talk of nothing here but 
the Conſtitution. I went t' other 
day into a Houſe, where the firſt 
man I caſt my Eyes upon was a 
great fat man with a ruddy counte- 
nance, that was ſaying with a loud 
Voice : I have publiſhed my Man- 
date: I ſha'n't trouble my ſelf to 
anſwer all your objections: but read 
that ſame Mandate: of mine ; there 
you will find I have reſolved all 
your ſcruples. I am ſure: F was 
forced to ſweat hard to make it, 
fays he, wiping his forehead : I 
had occaſion for all my Learning, 
and was forced to read many a La- 
tin Author. I believe ſo, ſaid one 
that ſtood by, for 'tis a curious 
piece; and 2 the Jeſuit that 
comes to ſee you ſo often, to write 
a better. Well read it then, re- 
plied he, and you will be let more 
8 into 
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into theſe matters in a quarter of 
an hour, than if I were to talk to 
you two hours together. Thus he 
tried to avoid entering into Con- 
verſation, and expoſing his ſuffici- 
ency. But finding himſelf cloſe 
preſſed, he was forced to come out 
of his intrenchments ; and he be- 
gan to lay down Theologically a 
good handſome number of Imper- 
tinences, Which were all backed by a 
Derviſe who ſtood up ſtifly for e- 
very one of them. When two men 
that were there denied him any 
n he preſently cried out, 
Nay, but it is certain; we have fo 
adjudged it, and we are infallible 
Judges. And how came you to be 
infallible Judges, ſaid I? Do not you 
perceive, ſaid he, that the holy 
Ghoſt enlightens us! Tis very 
lucky that it is ſo, anſwered I; for 
af you always talk as ou have done 
all this day, I am ſure you have 
need enough of Light, 
Paris, 87h of the Moon 
Rebiab 1, 2717, 
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LETTER XCIX. 
Usbek zo Ibben, at Smirng. 


THE moft potent States in 


Europe, are the Empire, 
France, Spain, and England. Italy 
and good part of Germany are di- 
— 9 into a great number of petty 
States whoſe Princes are, proper- 
ly ſpeaking, the Martyrs of So- 
vereignty Our glorious. Sultans 
have more Wives, than moſt of 
thoſe petty Princes have Subjects. 
Thoſe of ſtah, who are not fo 
united. as thoſe of Germany, are 
more to be piticd : their Dominions 
are. open like ſo many Carayanſe- 
rails, where they are obliged to 
lodge their farft comers : they are 
therefore under a neceſſity of ad- 


* 


her ing to ſome great Prince, and 


iving him a ſhare rather of their 
nk than their Friendſhip. 
Moſt. of the Governments in 
Europe are Monarchic ; or rather, 
called ſo : for I know not whether 
there 
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there were ever any ſuch in reality: 
at leaſt it is impoſſible they ſhou'd 
ſubſiſt long: it is a ſtate of violence, 


and always falls into a Deſpotical 
Government or into a Republic: 


The Power can never be equally di- 


vided between the Prince and the 
People: the equilibrium is too diffi- 
cult to preſerve: the Power muſt 
diminiſh on one fide, while it en- 
creaſes on the other : but the ad- 
vantage generally happens on the 


fide of the Prince, who is at the 


head of the Armies. 


And accordingly the Power of 
the European Kings is very great, 


and one may venture to ſay, as great 


as they pleaſe to make it: but they 
do not ſtretch it ſo far as our 
Sultans: firſt, becauſe they wou'd 


not ſhock the Manners and Reli- 
= of their Subjects. Secondly, 


ecauſe it is not their intereſt to 


carry it ſo far. - 
Nothing brings down a Prince 

ſo near to the condition of his Sub- 
jects, as. exerciſing an extravagant 
. power 
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pon over them: nothing expo- 
es them ſo much to the turns and 
caprices of fortune. | 88 

The cuſtom they uſe of cauſing 
all that offend them to be put to 
death upon the leaſt ſignal, over- 
throws the proportion which ought 
to be kept between the Faults and the 
Puniſhments, which is in a manner 
the Soul of a State, and the Har- 
mony of an Empire? and this pro- 
portion being ſcrupulouſly obſerved 
by the Chriſtian Princes, gives them 
an infinite advantage above our 
Sultans. 

A Perſian who either by impru- 
dence or misfortune, has drawn up- 
on himſelf the diſpleaſure of his 
Prince, is ſure of death: the leaſt 
fault or the leaſt caprice brings him 
into this caſe. But if he had at- 
tempted the life of his Sovereign; 
if he had gone about to betray his 
ſtrong Towns to the Enemy ; he 


cCou''d ſtill but loſe his life: there- 


fore he runs no greater riſque in 
this laft caſe than in the firſt. i 
mw 0 
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So that upon the leaſt diſplea- 


- {ure Hg death unavoidable, and 


having nothing worſe to fear; he 
is naturally inclined to diſturb the 
peace of the State, and to conſpire 
againſt his Sovereign ; this being 
the only refuge he has left. 

It is not ſo with the Great Men 


in Europe, who loſe nothing by be- 


ing diſgraced, but the good-will 
and favour of their Prince: they 
retire from Court, and think of 
nothing but enjoying a quiet life 
and the advantages of their birth. 
As they ſeldom forfeit their lives 
but for High-Treaſon, they are 


fearful of being drawn into it, con- 


ſidering how much they. have to 
loſe, and how little to gain : which 
is the reaſon that here we ſeldom 
{ce Rebellions, or Kings deſtroyed 
by violent deaths. 

If in the unlimited Authority 
our Princes poſſeſs, they did not 
uſe ſo many precautions to guard 
their lives, they wou'd none of 
them live a day ; and if they did 
not 
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not keep in pay an infinite num- 
ber of troops to tyrannize over the 
reſt of their Subjects, their Em- 
pire wou'd not ſubſiſt a month. 

It is not above four or five ages 
ago, that a King of France took 
W contrary to the cuſtom of 
thoſe days, to ſecure himſelf from 
ſome ruffians that a petty Prince in 
Aſia had ſent to murder him: till 
then, Kings had lived quiet in the 
midſt of their Subjects, like Fa- 
thers in the midft of their Chil- 
dren. 5 
Tho' the Kings of Fance cannot 
of their own motion take away the 
life of any of their Subjects, like 
our Sultans; yet they have Power 
of Mercy towards all Criminals. It 
is ſufficient that a man has been 
happy enough to ſee the Auguſt 
Countenance of his Sovereign, to 
blot out all his crimes. Theſe Mo- 
narchs are like the Sun, who cheers 
every thing with warmth and life. 
Paris, 8th of the Moon 

Rebiab 2, ND 
Le rt- 


102 Perfian Letters. 


LETTER C. 


Usbek tro the ſame. 


O purſue the thought of my 

Jaft Letter, hear what a good 
ſenſible European ſaid to me t'other 
day. Ty 
The worſt method the Princes 
of Ala cou'd take, is to hide them- 
ſelves as they do. They think to 
win the more reſpect by ſo doing: 
but they win reſpect for the Roy- 
alty and not for the King; and 
faſten the minds of their Subjects 
to a certain Throne, and not to a 
certain Perſon. 
That inviſible Power which holds 
the Government, is always the ſame 
with regard to the people. Tho' 
ten Kings, whom they know only 
by name, have their throats cut 
one after another ; they . feel no 
difference : it 1s juſt as if they were 
governed ſucceſſively by Spirits. 


If 
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If the deteſtable Parricide of our 
Great King Henry the Fourth had 
ſtruck his knife into the heart of 
an Indian King; becoming then 


immediately maſter of the Royal 
Signet and of an immenſe Trea- 
ſure, which wou'd ſeem to have 


been heap'd up on purpoſe for him, 
he would have taken peaceable poſ- 
ſeſſion of the reins of the Empire, 


and no man wou'd ever have 
thought of enquiring for his King, 


or his Family and Children. 


We wonder there ſhould never 


happen any changes in the Eaſtern 


Governments; and why is it? but 


becauſe they are tyrannical and ter- 
rible. | 5 5 
Changes can never be brought 
about, but either by the Prince, or 
by the People: but there, the Prince 
will be ſure never to deſire any ſuch 
thing, becauſe in the high degree 
of power he enjoys, he has every 
thing he can wiſh for; ſo that any 
change muſt be to his prejudice. 


: As 
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As to the Subjects, if any of 
them forms a deſign, he cannot ex- 
ecute it upon the State: to do that 
he muſt have ſome force imme- 
diately to counterbalance a formi- 
dable power, and which is always 
the only one: he wants Time to 
do this, as well as Means: but he 
can ſtrike at the ſource of all this 
power; and for that he needs no- 
thing but an Arm and a Moment. 

The Murderer mounts the Throne, 
while the Monarch falls down from 
it, and expires at his feet. 

A Malcontent in Europe con- 
trives to hold ſome private intelli- 
gence; to go over to the Enemy; 
to get ſome ſtrong place into his 
hands; to raiſe ſome vain murmurs 
among his ſellow- ſubjects. A Mal- 
content in Aſia aims directly at the 
Prince, ſurprizes, ſtrikes, deſtroys; 
he blots out his very memory; in 
an inſtant, both Slave and Lord; 
in a moment, Uſurper and Lawful. 


Wretched 


2 we = 
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WMWretched the King who has but 


one head; he ſeems to collect all 


his power upon that, only to ſhew 
the firſt ambitious Villain, the place 


where to ſtrike at it and ſeize it. 


Paris, the 17th of the Moon 
| _ Rebiab 2, 1717. 


— A. 


LETTER Cl. 
To the ſame. 
A LL the Nations in Europe are 


Z A not under equal ſubjection to 
their Princes: for inſtance, the im- 


patient humour of the Engliſh never 


gives the King leiſure to extend his 
authority: ſubmiſſion and obedience 
are virtues they very little value 
themſelves upon. 'They hold very 


extraordinary opinions about this 


article. According to them, there 


is but one tie that has any effect 


upon men, which is that of Grati- 


tude : a husband, a wife, a father, 
8 2 
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a ſon, are bound to each other by 
nothing but either the Love they 


bear to each other, or mutual ſer- 


vices and benefits: and theſe vari- 
ous motives of acknowledgment 


are the origin of all Kingdoms and 


all Societies. 6. 
But if a Prince, inſtead of en- 

deavouring to make his ſubjects 
happy, ſtudies only how to oppreſs 
and deſtroy. them; the foundation 
of obedience ceaſes; nothing ties, 
nothing obliges them to him; and 
they return to their natural liberty. 
They maintain that no unlimited . 

ower can be lawful, becauſe it 
could never have a lawful begin- 


ning. For we cannot, ſay they, 


give to another more power over 
us than we have over our ſelves: 
for inftance, we cannot touch our 
own lives; no man upon earth 
therefore, conclude they, can have 
fuch a power. „ | 
High-Treaſon,according to them, 
18 1 but a Crime committed 
by the Weaker againſt the Stronger, 
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by diſobeying him, let him diſöbey 
him in what way he will. And ac- 
cordingly the People of England, 
happening to prove the {ſtronger in 
a contention with one of their 
Kings, declared it to be High- 
Treaſon in a Prince to make war 


upon his Subjects. They have very 


good reaſon therefore to ſay, that 
the Precept in their Alcoran, which 
enjoyns obedience to the Powers, 


is not very hard to follow, ſince 


they cannot help following it if 
they would; in as much as it is 
not to the moſt virtuous that they 
are bound to ſubmit, but to the 
Strongeſt. 


The Engliſb tell you, that one of 


their Kings having overcome and 


taken a Prince that rebelled againſt 


him, and diſputed the Crown with 


him, and upbraiding him with his 


treachery and perfidiouſneſs: It has 


been decided but a moment, an- 


ſwered the unfortunate Prince, which 
of Us two is the Traytor. 
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An Uſurper declares all to be Re- 
bels, that have not oppreſſed their 
Country like himſelf: and thinking 
there are no Laws where he ſees 
no Judges, forces reſpect as to the 
Decrees of Heaven, to the blind 
Caprice of Chance and Fortune. 


Paris, 20th of the Moon 
Rebiab 2, 1717. 


"LETTER CH. 
Rhedi zo Usbek, at Paris. 


HOU talkeſt much to me in 

one of thy Letters, of the Sci- 
ences and Arts cultivated in the 
Weſt: thou wilt take me for a 
Barbarian, in what I am going to 
ſay: but JI am doubtful whether the 
advantage drawn from them, be a 
ſufficient recompence to mankind 
tor the ill uſe which they are daily 
Put to. | | 


I 


„ to eb Ne age 
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I have heard that the ſingle in- 
vention of Bombs, . coſt all the Na- 


tions in Europe their liberty, The 
Princes finding it no longer ſafe to 


truſt the guard of Towns to the 


Citizens, who at the firſt Bomb 


would have ſurrendered; thence 
made an excuſe for keeping on foot 


reat Bodies of regular Troops, 


with which they afterwards enſlaved 
their Subjects. 1 7 

Thou knoweſt that ſince the in- 
vention of Gun- powder, there is 
no place impregnable: that is to 
ſay, Usbek, there is no longer any 
Aſylum upon earth againſt injuſtice 


and violence. 


I often tremble for fear at laſt 
ſome invention will be found out 
of a ſhorter way to deſtroy man- 
kind, and to depopulate whole Na- 


tions and whole Kingdoms. 


Thou haſt read the Hiſtorians 
reflect ſeriouſly upon them; thou 
wilt find that almoſt all Monarchies 
were founded upon nothing but 
the 1gnorance of the Arts, and 
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were deſtroyed only by their being 
too much-cultivated. The ancient 
Empire of Perſia is a-domeſtic in- 
ſtance to us of this truth. + 

+] have not been long in Europe: 
but I have often heard wiſe men talk 
of the ravages of Chymiſtry; it 
ſeems to be a fourth ſcourge which 
ruines mankind, and deſtroys them 
in particular, but continually; while 
War, Plague and Famine cut them 
off in general, but by fits. 

What have we gained by the 
Compaſs, and the diſcovery of ſo 
many new Nations, but a commu- 
nication of their diſtempers rather 
than of their Riches? Gold and 
Silver were before eſtabliſhed by a 
general agreement to be the price 
of all Merchandizes, and the mea- 
fure of their value, becauſe thoſe 
mettals were ſcarce and unfit for 
all other uſes: what benefit was 
it to-us then, that they ſhould grow 
more common, and that toſhew the 
value of any commodity, we ſhould 
have two or three Signs inſtead of 

5 One. 
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one? This was only an Inconve- 
nience. 


But on the other hand, this in- 


vention has been terribly pernicious 
to the Countries newly diſcovered. 
Whole Nations have been maſſa⸗ 


cred: and thoſe who have eſcaped 
death, are reduced to ſo cruel a 


ſlayery, that the very relation makes 
the Muſſulmans tremble. 

Happy ignorance of the Sons of 
Mahomet ] charming ſimplicity, be- 
loved by our Holy Prophet! thou 
always recalleſt to my mind the 
plain honeſty of ancient times, and 
the peace which dwelt in the hearts 
of our firſt fathers ! 1 0 


Venice, 24 of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1717. 
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Lrr TER CI. 
Usbek to Rhedi, ar Venice. 


ITTH ER thou doſt not think 


what thou ſayeſt; or elſe thou 


acteſt better than thou thinkeſt. 


Thou haſt left thy Country for the 
ſake of knowledge, and thou de- 
ſpiſeſt all inſtruction: thou travel- 
left for thy accompliſhment into a 
Country where the polite Arts are 
cultivated, and thou lookeſt upon 
them to be pernicious, What ſhall I 
{ay to thee, Rhed; ? I agree with thee 
more than thou doſt with thyſelf. 
Haſt thou thorowly reflected up- 
on the barbarous and wretched 
{ſtate to which the loſs of the Arts 
would fink us? There is no need 
of imagining it; we may ſee it. 


There are yet Nations upon earth, 


among whom an Ape tolerably well 
taught, might live with honour: 
he would be much upon a level 


with the reſt of the inhabitants: 


they 
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_ would not even think him an 
odd fellow, nor at all whimſical : 
he would paſs muſter as well as 
any of them, and for ought I know 
be diſtinguiſhed above the reſt by 
his politeneſs. 15 
Thou ſayeſt that the Founders of 


Empires have almoſt generally been 


ignorant of the Arts. I do not de- 
ny but that a barbarous Nation may 
like an impetuous Torrent over- 
ſpread the face of the earth, and 
with their ſavage Armies ruſh in 
upon the beſt governed Kingdoms: 
but take heed; they either learnt 
the Arts from the people they con- 
quered, or obliged that People to 
practiſe them for them: without 
this their power would have gone 


away like the grumbling of Thun- 


der and Tempeſts. | 
Thou art afraid, thou ſayeſt, ſome 


other way of deſtruction will be 


found out more terrible than that 
already in uſe. No; if a fatal in- 


vention ſhould be hit upon, it would 


quickly be forbidden by the Law 
F 4 of 
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of Nations, and the unanimous con- 


ſent of Mankind would ſoon cruſh 
ſuch a diſcovery: it is not the in- 


tereſt of Princes to make conqueſts 


by ſuch methods: they. want Sub- 


jects, and not Lands. 
Thou complaineſt of the inven- 


tion of Gun-powder and Bombs: 


thou art grieyed that now there is 


no place impregnable; that is, in- 


deed, thou art grieved that wars 
ſhould be ſooner determined now 


than they were formerly. 

Thou muſt have obſerved, from 
thy reading in Hiſtory, that ſince 
the invention of Gun- powder, Bat- 
tels are much leſs bloody than they 
uſed to be, becauſe now there 1s 
hardly ever any ſuch thing as cloſe 


fights. 
And tho” in ſome one particular 


caſe an Art ſhould be prejudicial ; 


is that a ſufficient reaſon for reject- 


ing it? Doſt thou believe, Rhed;, 
thar the Religion which our Holy 


Prophet brought down from Hea- 
ven, is pernicious, becauſe it ſhall 


Olle 
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one day ſerve to confound the per- 
fidious Chriſtians ? 25 
Thou fancieſt that the Arts make 
People effeminate, and thereby oc- 
caſion the fall of Empires. Thou 
mentioneſt the ruin of that of the 
Ancient Perſians, which was the 
effect of their luxury: but this in- 
ſtance is far from being concluſive; 
ſince the Greeks, who ſubdued: them, 
cultivated the Arts with infinicely 
more diligence, than they did. 
When we ſay the Arts render 
men effeminate, we certainly do 
not ſpeak of the ſmaller number- 
who apply themſelves that way; 
ſince they are never in idleneſs, 
which of all vices ſoftens the cou- 
rage the moſt. 
| We therefore muſt. mean only 
| thoſe who enjoy the fruits of thoſe 
Arts: but as in a well governed 
State, thofe who enjoy the con- 
veniences of one Art are obliged to 
cultivate another, upon pain of fal- 
ling into a ſcandalous poverty: it 
| F F: follows 


= 


116 Perſian Leiters. 
follows that idleneſs and luxury are 
incompatible with the Arts. 

Of all the Cities in the world, I 


know not but Paris is the moſt 


ſenſual, and refines the moſt upon 


her pleaſures; and yet perhaps no 


people live harder. To entertain 
one man in luxury, a hundred o- 
thers mult labour inceſſfntly. A 
woman takes it in her head to ap- 
pear at an Aſſembly in ſuch a 7 4 
from that moment fifty Artificers 
muſt bid adieu to ſleep, and hardly 
give themſelves time to eat or drink. 
She commands, and is obeyed more 
ſuddenly than our Great Monarch, 
becauſe Intereſt is the moſt power- 
ful Monarch upon carth. ne 
This earneſt application to labour, 
this thirſt of getting wealth, reaches 
from the meaneſt Artificers to the 
Greateſt men in the Kingdom: no 
body cares to be poorer than him 
that was once below him. You ſhall 
fee at Paris a man who has where- 
withal to live upon till the day. of 
Judgment, working night and days 
| and 


A 


and venturing his life to get, as he 
will tell you, a ſubſiſtance. 

The ſame Spirit governs the 
whole Nation: you ſee nothing but 
Labour und Induſtry: where then 
is the effeminate people thou ſo 
much talkeſt of? 

I -will ſuppoſe, Rhedi, that in 
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ſome Kingdom no other Arts were 


allowed but ſuch as are abſolutely 


neceſſary in the manuring of the 


Lands, which yet are very nume- 


rous; and that all thoſe were 


baniſhed, which ſerved only to 
Pleaſure or Curioſity : IL will main- 


| tain it, that Kingdom wou'd be- 
the moſt miſerable in the whole- 


world. 


Tho' the Inhabitants ſhou'd be 


maſters of ſo much Philoſophy as to 


deny themſelves ſo many things 
which are for their conveniency; 
the people wou'd daily fall to de- 


= 


cay, and the State wou'd become 
{o weak, that any little Potentate 


wou'd be able to conquer it. 
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118 Perſian Letters. 
I might here enter into a long 
diſcuſſion, to prove to thee that 
the revenues of the Subjects 
wou'd be almoſt abſolutely at an 
end, and conſequently thoſe of the 
Prince: there wou'd be hardly an 
of thoſe mutual relations, whic 
are between Citizens of the ſame 
faculty: that circulation of wealth, 
and that encreaſe of income, which 
ariſes from the dependance of the 
Arts one upon another, wou'd ab- 
ſolutely ceaſe: every man wou'd 
depend only upon the revenue of his 
Land, and raiſe but juſt ſo much 
upon it as was neceſſary to keep 
him from ſtarving: but as that is 
not the hundredth part of the Re- 
venue of the Kingdom, it muſt 
follow, that the number of Inha- 
bitants wou'd decreaſe in propor- 
tion, and that there wou'd be but 
a hundredth part of them left. 
Conſider what a great article the 
revenues of Induſtry will appear. 
An eſtate in land brings into its 
maſter but the twentieth part of 
| Its 
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its value annually: but a Painter 
with a Guinea's worth of Colours 
ſhall draw a Picture that will fetch 
fifty. The ſame may be ſaid of 
Goldſmiths, workers in Wool and 
Silk, and all manner of Artifi- 
En ; ARE 

From all which; Rhedi, we are 
to conclude, that in order to make 
a Prince powerful it 1s neceffary his 
Subjects ſhou'd live in affluence: 
he ſhou'd ſtudy to procure them 
all manner of ſuperfluities with as 
much attention, as to furniſh them 
with neceſſaries-for Life. 


Paris, 14th of the Moon 
Chalval, 1717. | 


—_— Fl 
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LETTER CIV. 
Rica to Ibben; at Smirna. 


Have ſeen the young Monarch: 
* his life is very precious to his 
Subjects: it is no leſs ſo to all Europe 
upon 
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upon account of the great confu · 


ſions his death might produce. Bur 


Kings are like Gods; and while 
they are alive, we are to ſuppofe 
them Immortal. His countenance 
is full of majeſty, but beautiful: a 
fine education concurs with a happy 
diſpoſition to promiſe already a 
Great Prince. | 45. 1 
They ſay we can never judge of 
the character of theſe Weſtern Kings 
till they have paſled thro'ꝰ the two 
reat Tryals, their Miſtreſs and their 
Peder : we ſhall ſoon ſee both 
endeavouring to win upon the mind 
of this; and great contentions will 
ariſe about it. For under a young 
Prince, thoſe two Powers are al- 
ways rivals: but they agree and 
unite under an Old one. With a 
young King, the Derviſe has a ve- 
ry difficult part to act: the King's 
Strength is his weakneſs: but the 
Other triumphs equally both in his 
weak ncis and ſtrength too. 
Wihcn 1 firit came into France, 


1 found the late King abſolutely go- 


verned 
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verned by Women, and yet con- 
fidering his age I believe ne'er a 
Monarch in the Univerſe had leſs 
occaſion for them. I one day over- 
heard a woman ſaying: We muſt 
do ſomething for that young Co- 
lonel: his Valour I am thoroughly 
acquainted with: I will ſpeak PE 
it to the Miniſtry. Another ſaid: 
It is ſtrange that young Abbe ſhou'd 
be forgot: he muſt be a Biſhop: 
he is a man of birth, and I can an- 
ſwer for his Manners. Yet thou 
muſt not imagine, that the women 
who talked at this rate were the 
Prince's Favourites: they never 
ſpoke to him twice in their lives, 
which yet is a very eaſy thing to do 
with thele European Princes. But 
the reaſon is, there is hardly one 
who has any employment at Court, 
in Paris, or in the Provinces, that 
has not ſome weman thro' whoſe 
hands all the favours and ſometimes 
all the injuſtice he can do, always. 

paſs. Thele women are all faſten- 
ed together by mutual ties, and 
form. 
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112 Perſian Zetters, 
form a kind of Republick of whick 


every member, always active, ſuc- 


cours and aſſiſts the other upon 
any occaſion that offers: it is in a 
manner a State within a State: and 
one that is at Court, at Paris, or 
in the Provinces, and ſees the Mi- 
niſtry, Magiſtrate and Prelates act- 


ing in their ſeveral Spheres, with- 


out knowing the women that go- 
vern them; is like a man that ſees 
a Machine Playing, but 1s all the 
while ignorant of the ſprings that 
move it. | 
Doſt thou fancy, Jbben, that a 
woman conſents to be miſtreſs to a 
Miniſter of State, for the pleaſure 
of lying with him ? thou art quite 
Out: It is to have an opportunity 
of preſenting him every morning 


with five or ſix petitions: and the 


goodneſs of their diſpoſition ap- 
pears in their zeal for doing good 
to a number of unhappy People, 
who procure them a hundred thou- 


ſand livres a year. 


We 
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We complain in Perſia, that the 
Kingdom is govern'd by two or 
three women: it is much worſe in 
France, where women in- general 
bear rule, and take the whole Au- 


thority to themſelves, not only by . 


wholeſale but even retale. 


Paris, he laſt of the Maon.. 
Chalval, 1717. 


LETTER CV. 
- Osbek eee 


HERE are a ſort of Books 


which we never heard of in 


Perſia, and which ſeem mightily 
in faſhion here: I mean the Jour- 
naliſts. Our lazineſs is extremely 
indulged by them; we are over- 
joyed with being able to diſpatch 
thirty Volumes in a quarter of an 
hour. 

In moſt Books, the Author has 
hardly finiſhed his neceſſary com- 
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pliments of introduction, but the 
Reader is at his laſt gaſp: he leads 
him half dead into a ſubject drown- 
ed in an ocean of words. This 
man has a mind to immortalize his 
name in Duodecimo; the other in 
Quarto one that has a more noble 
Ambition, aſpires to a Folio: he is 
conſequently obliged to ſtretch his 
ſubject in proportion; which he 
does without mercy; reckoning for 
nothing the fatigue of the poor 


Reader, who is forced to {ſweat hard 


to contract what the Author has 


taken ſo much pains to amplity. 


I cannot find, * * *, what merit 


there can be in compoſing ſuch 
Works : I cou'd write enow of 


them, if I had a mind to ruin my 


health and a Bookſeller. 


The great fault of the Journa- 


_ liſts is their never ſpeaking of 


any but new Books : as if Truth 
were ever New. Till a man has 
read all the Old Books, I ſee no 


reaſon he has to prefer the New. 


But 
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But when they lay it down to 
themſelves as a Law never to ſpeak 
of Works but what are juſt hot out 
of the forge; they alſo lay down ano- 
ther, which is, to be very ſtupid. 
They always take care to avoid 
critizing the Books they give ex- 
tracts of, whatever room there is 
for ſo doing: and indeed where is 

the man ſo couragious as to ven- 
ture to create himſelf ten or a do- 
zen enemies every month? 

Moſt Authors are like the Poets, 
who wou'd bear a good ſound 
Caning without grumbling :. but 
who, as little tender as they are of 


their ſhoulders, are ſo much ſo of 


their Works, that they cannot bear 
the leaſt Criticiſm : a man muſt 
therefore be very cautious how he 
attacks them in ſo ſenſible a part: 
and the Journalifts know as much : 
therefore they do juſt the contra- 
ry: they firſt praiſe the ſubject 
treated upon; which is one piece 
of ſtupidity: next they proceed to 
the praiſe of the Author, which 
Comes. 
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* * r . 
Eno a ISR; 

. 

* 


1 comes from them by mere force; 
0 for they have people to deal with 
1 whoſe pens are ready drawn to re- 
1 venge themſelves upon a poor Jour- 
| naliſt that they think does not do 
44 them juſtice. 
1 Paris, 5th of the Moon 
N Zilcade, 1718. 
1 LITT EA -GYL ; 
fr 
1 eie 1 
19 T HE Univerſity of Paris is the t 
11 Eldeſt Daughter of the Kings 
5 of France, and the Eldeſt by much: t 
0 for ſhe is above nine hundred years T 
old: and indeed ſhe does ſometimes \ 
doat. = ſe 
I have been told that ſome time bi 
ago ſhe had a great controverſy with S 
ſome Doctors upon account of the 1 
Letter“ © , which ſhe was for hav- re 


He means Ramus's Quarrel, 


ing 
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ing pronouced like a K. The diſ- 


ute grew ſo hot, that ſome were 


ſtript of their Eſtates about it: the 
Parliament was forced to deter- 
mine the conteſt : and they grant- 


ed permiſſion by a ſolemn decree _- 
to all the Subjects of the King of 


France to pronounce that Letter 
juſt as they thought fit. It was 
certainly very diverting to ſee the 


| two moſt venerable bodies in all 


Europe employed about deciding 
the fate of a letter in the Alphas 
bet... : 

One would think, my dear * * *, 
that the greateſt men loſe their 
Senſes when they are aſſembled 
together, and that where there are 
moſt Wiſe people there is leaſt 
Wiſdom. Great Bodies always lay 


ſo much ſtreſs upon minute forma- 


lities and vain ceremonies, that the 
eſſential is poſtponed for them. 
I have heard that a King of Ar- 

ragon F having aſſembled the States 
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of Arragon and Catalonia; the firſt 
ſeſſions was ſpent in deciding what 
Language the deliberations ſhould 
be held in: the Diſpute was warm, 
and the States were juſt ready to 
break up about it, if one had not 
hit upon an expedient, which was, 
that the Queſtion ſhould be put in 
the Catalan and the Anſwer made 
in the Arragonege Language. 


Paris, the 25th ef the Moon 
Zilbage, 1718. 


2 KE —— 


l 


E T 
Wy Rica 70 1 EI 
* part a pretty Woman has b 

to act is of a much more ſeri- 

ous nature than is commonly ima- f 
gined: nothing is of higher conſe- ſe 
quence than what ſhe does at her al 
Toilet every morning in the midſt p 
of her Servants; it does not coſt a v. 
General of an Army more thought be 


how 
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how to place his Right, or his Corps 
de Reſerve, than it does her where 


to ſet a Patch, which indeed may 


fail of ſucceſs, but which ſhe hopes 


or foreſees will not. | 


What a conſtant rack of inyen- 


tion ! what perplexity to. reconcile 
the intereſt of two Rivals every mo- 
ment and ſeem neuter to both, 
while ſhe is wholly at the ſervice 
of either of them, and is the Me- 


diatiix in all the cauſes of com- 


plaints which ſhe gives them! 
How much hurry: in contriving 


parties of pleaſure immediately one 
upon the neck of another, in mak- 


ing them ſucceed each other with- 


out interruption, and providing a- 


gainſt all accidents that might break 
them. | 


With all this, their greateſt dif- 
ficulty is not to be diverted, but to 


ſeem to be diverted : be as dull 
and heavy in their company as you 
pleaſe, they will forgive you, pro- 
vided they can but appear to have 
been very merry. 
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I was ſome days ago at a Sup» 
per which ſome women gave in 
the Country. All the way thither 
they were perpetually ſaying ; How- 
ever, let us laugh heartily and be 
very merry. 

We happened to be very ill 
matched, and were conſequently 
dull enough. Well, ſays one of 
my women, we are-pure and merry : 
there is not a Company in Paris ſo 
gay as we are. As I began to be 
quite tired down, a woman ſhook 
me and ſaid: Well, are not we rare 
good company? Aye, anſwer'd I 
gaping J am afraid I ſhall ſplit my 
ſides with laughing. However 
22 got the better of our re- 

olutions; and as to me, from one 
gape to another I was led into a 
lethargic ſleep that put an end to 
my ſhare of the mirth. 


Paris, 11th of the Moon 
Maharram, 1718, 


LE T'* 
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Lzerrzer CVII, 
Rhedi 20 Usbek, at Paris. 


Et IN G my ſtay in Europe I 
| employ my ſelf in reading the 
Hiſtorians both ancient and modern: 
I compare one Age with another : 
I take delight in ſeeing them as 
it were paſs away before me; and I 
particularly dwell upon thoſe great 
Changes which have made one Age 
ſo different from the next, and the 
Earth fo unlike itſelf. 5 
Thou haſt not perhaps taken no- 
tice of a thing which gives me con- 
tinual ſurprize. How comes the 
World to be ſo thin of people in 
compariſon of what it was former- 
ly? How has Nature loſt the 
| prodigious fruitfulneſs of the firſt 
ages? Is ſhe grown old and in dan- 
ger of falling to nothing for want 
| of ſtrength ? | 
I was above a year in /aly, where 
Iſaw nothing but the broken wrecks. 
of the Ancient Italy once ſo famous. 
Vo. II. ä Tho“ 


. 
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Tho' every body there lives in the 
Cities, yet they are perfect de- 
ſarts for want of Inhabitants: they 
ſeem to ſubſiſt now only to ſhevy 
us the places in which ſtood thoſe 
potent Cities ſo much talked of in 
Hiſtory. - 
Some afhrm that the ſingle City 
of Rome anciently contained more 
people than the greateſt Kingdom 
in Europe does at this day: there 
were ſome Roman Citizens that had 
ten, nay twenty thouſand ſlaves, 
beſides thoſe that work'd at their 
Country Houſes : and as there was 
computed to be five hundred thou- 
ſand Citizens, we cannot make any 
conjecture at the whole number of 
its inhabitants but what muſt ſhock 
the imagination. f 

There were once in Sicily potent 
Kingdoms and numerous Nations 
which are now diſappeared : that 
Hland is now conſiderable for no- 
thing but her Vulcanoes,  _ 

Greece is ſo depopulated that it 
does not now contain the hun- 

dredth 
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dredth part of its ancient Inhabi- 
rants. 


Spain, formerly ſo crowded, now 
exhibits to view nothing but waſte 
unpeopled Fields: and France is no- 
thing in compariſon of the ancient 
Gaul deſcribed by Ceſar. 

The Northern Countries are 
{ſtrangely decayed : they are very 
far from being under a neceflity 
now as formerly to divide them- 
ſelves and ſend out in ſwarms Co- 
lonies and whole Nations to ſeek. 
for new Abodes. 3 

Poland and Turkey in Europe have 
hardly any inhabitants. | 
. We cannot find in America the 
two hundredth part of the men 
that once compoſed ſuch mighty 
Empires. 
Al is in no better condition. 
That Aſia Minor which contained 
ſo many potent Monarchies and 


ſuch a prodigious number of great 


Cities, has now but two or three. 
As to the greater Aa; that which 
is under the obedience of the Turk 


W 
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is no better peopled: and as to that 
which is under the dominion of 
our Kings, if we compare it with 
the flouriſhing ſtate it was in former- 
ly, we ſhall find it has but a very 
mall ſhare left of the infinite num- 
ber of Inhabitants which it had in 
the time of the Xerxes's and Darius's. 
As to the petty States that are 
upon the borders of theſe great 
Empires, they are mere Defarts : 
ſuch are the Kingdoms of Jrimet- 
ta, Circaſſia and Guriel. All theſe 
Princes, with vaſt Dominions, can 
hardly muſter up fifty thouſand Sub- 
rs. p . 
n Agypt has failed no leſs than 
other unte... | 
In ſhort, I take a ſurvey of the 
whole Earth, and I find nothing 
but Ruine and Decay : ſhe ſeems to 
have been juſt ravaged by Plague 
and Famine. | IE 
Africa has always been ſo little 
known, that we cannot ſpeak of 
it with ſo much exactneſs as of the 
other parts of the World: but if 
94 * 1 5 WC 
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we may form a judgment from the 
Mediterranean Coaſts, which were 


always well ſtock'd, we find her 


ſtrangely fallen from what ſhe 
was when a Roman Province. Her 
Princes are now ſo weak that they 
are the moſt petty Potentates upon 
the face of the Earth. | 


Upon a Calculation as exact as 


chn be made in matters of this na- 


ture, I find there is hardly in the 
World the fiftieth part of the peo- 


ple that there was in F . time. 


And, which is more ſtrange, it 


grows thinner and thinner every 
day; and if it goes on at this rate, 


* 


in ten ages it will be no better tha 
4 Peſart. F OM god 


This, my dear let, is the moſt 
terrible Cataſtrophe that eyer hap- 
pened in the Univerſe : but we have 


hardly perceived it, becauſe its pro- 


greſs was by flow degrees and in 


the courſe of a great many Centu- 


ries: Which denotes ſome interior 


ill quality; ſome ſecret unſuſpected 


G 3 poiſomz 
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poiſon; ſome inward Decay, which 
preys upon humane Nature. 
Vehice, 10th of the Moon 

Regeb, 1718. 


1 11222 


1 


Left EK CIX. 
Usbek 20 Rhedi, at Venice. 


HE world, my dear Nhedi, is 
not incorruptible: the Heavens 
themſelves are not; the Aſtrono- 
mers are eye-witnefles of all the 
changes which are the natural ef- 
fe&ts of the univerſal motion of 
A 
The Earth is ſubje& to the ſame 
Laws of Motion as the other Pla- 
ners: ſhe ſuffers a perpetual con- 
flict within, among her own prin- 
ciples: Sea and Land ſeem to wage 
eternal wars ; every inſtant prodaces 
new conunctions. | 
Mankind, in an abode ſo liable 
to change, is in a ſtate of no lels 
| | un- 
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uncertainty : a hundred thouſand 
cauſes may act, of which the very 
leaſt is ſufficient to deſtroy them 
totally; and conſequently to en- 
creaſe or diminiſh their number. 

I ſhall not inſtance thoſe particu- 
lar Cataſtrophes ſo frequent among, 
the Hiſtorians, which have deſtroyed 


whole Cities and whole Kingdoms: 
there are general ones which have 
often brought the Race of Man to 
the edge of deſolation. 


Hiſtory is full of thoſe univerſal 
plagues which have by turns laid 


| wafte the Univerſe. She tells us 


of one among the reſt which was 
ſo violent, that it burnt up the 
very roots of the Plants, and over- 
ran the whole known world, quite 
to the Empire of Cathay: one de- 
ree more of corruption would per- 
aps in one fingle day have cut off 
all humane Nature. 
It is not quite two Ages ago that 
the moſt ſhameful of diſtempers was 
felt in Europe, Ala and Africa: in a. 


very ſhort ſpace of time it wrought 


G 4. effects 
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effects ſurpaſſing belief: there had 
been an end of mankind, if it had 
continued its progreſs with the ſame 


fury. Oppreſſed with miſery from 


their very birth, and incapable of 
bearing the weight of the duties 
of Society, they muſt have periſh- 
ed miſerably. 

What if the venom had been a 


little more exalted? And it would 
certainly have grown ſo, if by good 


fortune a remedy had not been hit 
upon ſo powerful as that which 
has been diſcovered. Perhaps this 
diſtemper attacking the parts of ge- 
neration, would next have attacked 
een TT” 
But why do we talk of the poſ- 


ſibility of the deſtruction of hu- 


mane Nature? Has it not already 


actually happened, and did not the 


Deluge reduce it to one ſingle fa- 


mily! 


Can thoſe who have any know- 


ledge of Nature, or any reaſonable 


idea of God, imagine that Matter 


and all theſe Created Things are 


but 
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but ſix thouſand years old? That 
God deferred his Works from all 
Eternity, and make uſe of his Crea- 
tive Power but yeſterday ? Was it 
becauſe he could not or would 
not uſe it before? But if he could 
not at one time, he could not at 
another : it muſt therefore be, be- 
cauſe he would not: but as there is 
no ſucceſſion in God, if we admit 
that he willed any thing once, he 
willed it always, and from the be- 
ginning. = 455 

We muſt not therefore pretend 
to count the years of the world: 
the number of ſands upon the Sea- 
ſhore is no more to be compared to 
them than one inſtant. 

Vet all Hiſtorians talk of a firſt 
Father: they deſcribe Human Na- 
ture to us in her infancy. Is it not 
natural to think that Adam was ſav- 
ed from ſome common deſtruction, 
| as Noah was from the Deluge; and 
that theſe great Events have been 
frequent upon Earth ſince the Crea- 
tion of the World? 5 a 
Gy I 
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J was willing to let thee into 
theſe general ideas, before I gave a 


more particular anſwer to thy Lets 


ter about the loſs of People, which 
has happened within theſe ſeven- 


teen or eighteen Centuries : I ſhall 


ſhew thee, in a ſucceeding Letter, 
that independently of phyſical 
Cauſes, there are moral ones which 
may haye produced this effect. 


Paris, 2th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1718. . 


. - . 


Lr TEX cx. 
Usbek to the /ame. 


HOU enquireſt the reaſon 
why the earth is leſs peopled 
than it was anciently : and if — 
conſidereſt things maturely, thou 
wilt find that this great difference 
proceeds from that which has hap- 


pened in our Manners. | 
| SINCE 
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Since the Chriſtian and Maho- 
metan Religions have divided the 
Roman world, the face of things 
is ſtrangely altered: thoſe two Re- 
ligions are far from being ſo favou- 
rable to the propagation of our 
ſpecies, as was that of thoſe Lords. 
of the Univerſe. N 

For among. the ancient Romant, 
Polygamy was forbidden, wherein 
their Religion had a very great ad- 
vantage over the Mahometan; and 
Divorce was allowed, which gave it 
no leſs the advantage over the Chri- 
ſtian. | 
I think nothing can be more con- 
tradictory, than the plurality of 
wives allowed by the Holy Alco- 
ran, and the Command of fatisty- 
ing them enjoyned in the ſame 

Book. See your Wives, ſays the 
Prophet, becauſe ye are as neceſſary 
to them as their veſtments, and 
they are as neceſſary to you as your 
veſtments. This is a precept which. 
makes the life of a true Muſſulman 
terribly laborious, A man OO 

| _ ThE: 
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the four wives preſcribed by the 
Law, and only as many Concubines 
and Slaves; muſt not he be quite 
oppreſſed with ſo many veſtments? 
Your Wives are your Arable 
Fields, ſays the Prophet again ap- 
ply your ſelves therefore to Leun 
Tillage; do good for your ſouls, 
and you fhall find the fruits thereof. 
J look upon a good Muſſulman 
as a kind of Athletic Combatant, 
engaged in perpetual conflicts; but 
quickly weakned, and ſinking un- 
der his firſt fatigues, he languiſhes 
in the very field of Victory, and is 
in a manner buried beneath his own 
Triumphs. So 
Nature always acts {lowly and 
ſparingly: her operations are never 
violent : ſhe requires temperance 
even in her productions: ſhe con- 
ſtantly goes on by rule and meaſure : 
if ſhe is precipitated, ſhe preſently 
falls into a languiſhing decay : ſhe 
employs all her remaining ftrength 
merely for her preſervation, quite 
loſing her — virtue and ge- 
nerative power. 8 
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Lo this ſtate of debility we are 
always brought by our great num- 
ber of women, who are fitter to 
exhauſt than to fatisfie us: it is 
very common among us to ſee a 
man with a prodigious Seraglio, 
and yet a very ſmall number of 
Children ; and thoſe few Children 
too are generally puny and un- 
healthy, with a miſerable taint of 
their Frbers weakneſs. 
This is not all: theſe Women 
being bound to a forced conti- 
nence, muſt have people to guard 
them; which can be none but Eu- 
nuchs Religion, Jealouſie, and 
Reaſon it ſelf will admit of no o- 
thers to come near them: theſe 
Guardians muſt be very numerous, 
both to preſerve peace at home, a- 
mong the continual bickerings of 
thole women; and to prevent at- 
tempts from abroad. So that a 
man who has ten wives or concu— 
| bines, muft have no fewer-Eunuchs 
to guard them. But what a loſs to 
Society is ſuch a number of men, 

1 | "_ 
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who may be called Dead from their 
very Birth? What Depopulation 
muſt follow! go 

The female Slaves kept in the- 
Seraglio to aſſiſt the Eunuchs, thoſe 
amber of women, generally grow 
old there in an afflicting Virginity: 
they cannot marry while _ ſtay. 
there; and when their miſtreſſes 
are once uſed to them, they will. 
rarely part with them. 3 

Thus we ſee how many people 
of both ſexes are taken up about 
the pleaſures of one man: they are 
perfectly buried as to the State, and. 
rendered totally uſeleſs in the pro- 
pagation of the Species. = 

Conſtantinople and 1ſpahan are the 
Capitals of the rwo greateſt Em- 
Pires in the World: There all things 
are decreed to meet as in their pro-- 
per centre; and thither every body 
repairs from all parts, drawn by a 
thouſand various attractions. Vet 
even theſe mighty Cities decay of 
themſelves, and would be ſoon 
waſte, if our. Sovereigns did not 
| | almoſt 
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_ almoſt in every age tranſport whole- 
Nations to repleniſh them. I wilt. 
handle this ſubject more fully in. 
another Letter. | 


Paris, 13th of th 4 Maas | , 
Chahban, 171 8. | 


LE TIE R CXI. ; 
Usbek to the ſame. 


HE Romans had not fewer Slaves 

than we; nay they had more: 

but they made a better uſe of them. 

So far were they from hindering 
the multiplication of their Slaves 
by forcible methods; that on the rx 
contrary, they fayoured it to the by 
utmoſt of their power : they coupled | 
them as much as poſſible by a ſort 
of marriages : by this means they 
filled their Houſes with Servants of 
all Ages and Sexes, and the State 
with people without number. 
1 Theſe 
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Theſe: children, who at the long- 
run grew to be the Wealth of their 
Maſter, were born around him in 
ſurprizing multitudes. : he alone had 
the care of their breeding and edu- 
cation: the Fathers, eaſed of that 
burden, wholly followed their na- 
tural inclinations, and multiplied 
without being in any fear of ha- 
ving too large a family. 

I have obſerved to thee, that, a- 
mong us, all the Slaves are employed 
in guarding our women, and no- 
thing more; that they are, with 
reſpect to the State, in a perpetual 
lethargy : ſo that we are to reſtrain 
the cultivation of Arts, and of our 
Lands, to ſome few Heads of Fa- 
milies, who apply themſelves that 
Way as little as ever they can. 
It was not ſo among the Romans. 
the Common-wealth drew vaſt ad- 
vantages from their Nation of Slaves. 
Every one of them had his peculium 
which he poſſeſſed upon ſuch con- 
ditions as his Maſter thought fit: | 
with this peculium he fell to work 

in 
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in that way which his genius 1n- 
clined him to. One turned Banker; 
another applied himſelf to Com- 
merce by Sea: one ſold goods by 
retale; another gave himſelf to 
ſome mechanic Art, or elſe farmed 
and cultivated ſome piece of Land: 
but all in general laboured with 
their whole power to improve his 


peculium, which procured him con- 


veniencies in his preſent ſtate of 


ſervitude, and afforded him a pro- 


ſpect of future liberty: this form'd 
a laborious Nation, and encouraged 
Arts and Induſtry. | 

Theſe Slaves, when grown rich 
by their diligence and labour, bought 
their freedoms, and became Citizens. 
The Common-wealth was thus re- 
pleniſhed daily; and received new 


families into her boſome as faſt as 


the old ones dropp'd off. 
I may perhaps have occaſion in 


ſome following Letters to prove to 


thee, that the more men there ts 


in any State, the more its Commerce 
flouriſhes: I may alſo prove as eaſi- 


ly, 


— 
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ly, that the more Commerce flou- 
riſhes, the more the number of 
people encreaſes: theſe two things 
> Ea aſſiſt and favour cach o- 
ther. | | | 
And if this be fo, how vaſtly 
muſt that prodigious number of 
Slaves, who were always active and 
buſte, have grown and encreaſed? 
Induſtry and Plenty gave them 
birth, and they in return gave birth 
to Plenty and Induſtry, 


Paris, 167% of the Moos 
Chahban, 1718. : 
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W E have hitherto ſpoken only 
of the Mahometan Countries, 
and enquired into the reaſon why 
they ſhould be leſs populous than 
_ thofe which were under the domi- 
nion of the Roma. let us now 

e examine 


Petfidn Letters. 140 


examine what ſhou'd have occa- 


ſioned the ſame effect among the 


Chriſtians. 12s, 
Divorce was allowed in the Pa- 
gan Religion, and forbidden in the 
Chriſtian. This change, as little 
conſequence as it may ſeem to be of 


ar firſt, had in time dreadful ef - 


fects, and fuch as cou'd fcarce be 
imagined, 3 | 
This not only deprived marriage 
of all its charms, but ftruck at its 
very end: by ftriving to tie the 
knot cloſer, it was only looſer 
ed: and inſtead of uniting peoples. 
hearts more ſtrictly, as was intend- 
ed, they were divided for ever. 


In an action of fo voluntary a 
nature, and where the heart ought. 


to be ſo much concerned, they 
mingled conſtraint, neceffity, and 
even Fate it ſelt. They counted 
for _— diſgufts, ill humour, 
and unſociablenefs of temper : they 
_ attempted to fix even the Heart, 
the moſt variable and unconſtamt 
thing in nature: they faſtened to- 
gether, 
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gether, without the leaſt proſpect 
of a releaſe, people who were quite 
weary of each other, and almoſt 
conſtantly ill matched: and pra- 
ctiſed the cruelty of thoſe Tyrants 
that uſed to bind living men to 
dead carcaſſes. 

Nothing uſed to contribute more 
to a mutual agreement, than a li- 
berty of divorce: a husband and 
wife were the more enclined to 
bear with their domeſtic vexations, 
becauſe they knew they had it in 
their power to put an end to tbem. 


and they often kept this power in 
their- hands all their lives long with- 


out uſing it, upon this ſingle con- 


ſideration, that they might do it 


whenever they wou'd. 
It is not the fame with the Chri- 
ſtians, whole preſent vexations on- 


ly make them almoſt mad to think 
how many more are to come: the 
have no other proſpect in the diſ- 


comforts of matrimony, but their 
duration, or rather their eternity: 


hence ariſe diſguſts, jarrs, con- 


OT On 


tempt; 
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tempt; and all the while Poſterity 
ſuffers. Scarce are three Vears of 


wedlock paſt, but the eſſential de- 


ſign of it is neglected: thirty Years 


of coldneſs enſue: private ſepara- 


tions are formed no leſs ſtrong, and 
perhaps more pernicious, than if 
they were public: each lives apart, 
waiting ſingle till the other's 


death : and all this to the prejudice” 
of future generations. How often 


does the man, impatient of the e- 
ternity of his wife, give himſelf up 
to women of pleaſure? A ſhame- 


ful courſe, and directly contrary to 


Society, which, without accom- 


pliſhing the end of marriage, repre- 


ſents at moſt but its pleaſures. 
If of two Perſons thus chained 
together, one be unfit for the de- 
ſign of nature, and the propaga- 
tion of the ſpecies, either by age 
or conftitution, that perſon buries 
the other with him, and makes her 
as uſeleſs as he is himſelf. | 
We are not therefore to wonder, 
that we ſec ſo many marriages a- 
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mong the Chriſtians produce fo 
little fruit: Divorce 4s aboliſhed : 
Marriages ill made are not to be 
repair'd: the women do not, as a- 


mong the Romans, pals thro' the 


hands of ſeveral husbands ſucceſ- 
fively, who by the way made the 
belt of her. | 

I dare affirm, that if in a Re- 
public like Sparta, where the Citi- 
zens were under the eternal con- 
ſtraint of odd ſubtile Laws, and in 


Which there was but one Family, 


namely the Republic; it had been 
ordained, that the Husbands ſhou'd 
change their wives every year; it 


wou'd have produced a people 


without number. 
It is no eaſy matter to find out 
the reaſon which ſhou'd induce the 


Chriſtians to aboliſh Divorce. Mar- 


riage all over the world is nothing 


but a Contract capable of all ſorts 


of Conventions; and none ought 
to have been excluded from it, but 
ſuch as wou'd have weaken'd the 


main deſign of it: but the Chri- 


ſtians 
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ſtians do not behold it in this light: 
indeed they can hardly tell you 
their own notions of it themſelves: 
they ſay, it was not inſtituted for 
the pleaſures of ſenſe: on the con- 
trary, as I have already fhewn thee, 
they ſeem to aim at baniſhing them 
out af it as much as poſſible: but 
they wou'd make you believe it is 
an image, a type, and a myſtery, 
which I can make neither head nor 


tail of. | 


Paris, the 19th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1718. 


— 
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Lx rr CXW. 
Usbek 70 the ſame. 


THE prohibition of Divorce is 
not the only cauſe of the ſcar- 

city of people in Chriſtian Coun- 
tries: the great number of Eu- 
nuchs which they have among 
them is no leſs the occaſion of it. , 
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I mean the Prieſts and Derviſes 
of both Sexes, who devote them 
ſelves to perpetual continence : this 
among the Chriſtians is the Virtue 
of Virtues; wherein I am at a loſs 
to find out what they drive at; not 
comprehending how any thing 
ſhou'd be a Virtue which produces 
no Fruit. | 
I can't help thinking their Do- 
Ctors are guilty of a manifeſt con- 
tradiction in ſaying, that Marriage 
is Holy; and that Celibacy, which 
is its direct oppoſite, is more Ho- 
ly ſtill: without conſidering that 
in matter of Precept and fundamen- 
tal Dogma's, the good is always 
the beſt. | EE 8 
The number of theſe people 
profeſſing Celibacy is prodigious: 
Parents formerly uſed to condemn 
their Children to it from their ve- 
ry cradles: now they devote them- 
ſelves at fourteen Years of Age, 
which amounts to much the ſame 
thing. | 


8 „ .- 
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This trade of Continence has 
been the loſs of more men than 
the moſt dreadful Plagues and the 


moſt bloody Wars that ever were 
in the world. You ſee in every 


Religious Houſe an Eternal Family 
where no body is born, but which 
is ſupplied at the expence of all 
the reſt : theſe Houſes ſtand always 
open like ſo many Gulphs, where 
future generations are ſwallowed 
up for ever. ; 
This Policy differs widely from 
that of the Romans, who ell. 
ed penal Laws againſt thoſe who 
avoided the Bonds of Matrimony, 


and were for enjoying a liberty ſo 


prejudicial to the public. 

1 have yet ſpoken only of the 

| Roman Catholic Countries. In 
the Proteſtant Religion every body 
is free to propagate : it allows ne1- 
ther of Prieſts or Derviſes : and 


if in the eſtabliſhment of that Re- 
ligion, which brought back every 


thing to the ſtandard of primitive 


times, its Founders had not been 
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eternally upbraided with inconti- 
nence even for what they did, ve 
need not queſtion but that after hav- 
ing rendered the practice of mar- 
riage univerſal, they would alſo have 
lightened the yoke, and quite re- 
movꝰ'd the barrier, which in the point 
of Polygamy ſeparates the Nagaræan 
from Mahomet. But be that as it 
will, *tis certain the Religion of 
the Proteſtants gives them a vaſt 

adyantage over the Catholicks. 

I might venture to affirm, that, 
in the preſent ſtate of things in 
Europe, 1t 1s impoſſible the Catho- 
lic Hon, 4 ſhou'd ſubſiſt there five 
hundred years. LL 5 
| ._ Before the diminution of the Sa- 
1% Greatneſs, the Roman Catho- 
lics were much ſtronger than the 
-Proteſtants : theſe latter by degrees 
got to an Equilibrium; and now 
the ſcale begins to turn on their 
ſide: this ſuperiority will encreaſe 

daily: the Proteſtants will grow 
much more rich and powerful, and : 
the Roman Catholics will grow M * 
_ weaker. . 
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ITbe Proteſtant Countries muſt 
be, and actually are, better peopled 
than the Roman Catholic Domint- 
Ons: whence it follows, Firſt, that 
their Tributes are more conſidera- 
ble, becauſe they encreaſe in pro- 
portion to the number of thoſe that 
pay them. | ; 
Secondly, that their Lands are 
better cultivated. Laſtly, that their 
Trade flouriſhes more, becauſe 
there are more people that haye 
their fortunes to make; and where 
there are moſt wants, there will be 
moſt expedients for fatisfying thoſe 
wants. When there are only juſt 
people enow to manure the Lands, 
Commerce muſt run to deſtruction : 
and where there are only as many 
as are neceſſary in Trade, the cul- 
tivation of the Lands muſt be neg- 
lected: that is in ſhort, both muſt 
fall together; becauſe no body can 
apply to one, but the other muſt 
luffer.. 
As to the Roman Catholic Coun- 
tries, the — of their Lands 
| 2 18 
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is not only neglected, but their 


induſtry is even pernicious : it con- 
fiſts in nothing but learning five 
or {ix words of a dead Language: 
a man that has this accompliſh- 
ment need trouble himſelf no fur- 


ther about his fortune: the Cloy- 


ſter offers him a life of Tranquility, 


which in the world wou' have 


coſt him labour and pains. 

This is not all: the Derviſes 

Prieſts) have in their hands almoſt 
all the Wealth of the State: they 
are a Society of Miſers that always 
are taking, but never reſtore: they 
daily heap up riches to buy eſtates 
with : this wealth, if one may uſe 


ſo bold an expreſſion, falls as it 


were into a dead palſie; farewell 
to Circulation, to Trade, Arts, and 
Manufactures. : 

There is no Proteſtant Prince 
but what raiſes upon his People 
ten times -more 'Taxes than the 
Pope draws from his Subjects : yet 


theſe latter are miſerable, while 


the former live in afluence : Com- 
| merce 
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merce revives every thing among 
the one, while Monkery kills and 
checks all recruit among the o- 
thers. 


Paris, 26th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1718, 
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LETTER CXIV. 
Usbek to the ſame. 


V E have nothing more to ſay 
as to Aa and Europe : let us 


now proceed to Africa. We can. 


ſpeak only of its Coaſts, being un- 
acquainted with the innermoſt parts 
of the Continent. 


The Barbary Coaſts, en the 


Mahometan Religion is eſtabliſhed, 
are not ſo well peopled as they 
were in the times of the Romans, 
for the reaſons already laid down. 


As to the Coaſts of Guinea, they 


muſt be ſadly ſtript in above two. 
hundred Years paſt, that the petty 
"BEN Kings 


160 Perſian Lerters. 
Kings or Heads of Villages have 
made a trade of ſelling their Sub- 
jects to the Europeun Princes, to 
be carried into their American Co- 
lonies. 2 x 
What is moſt ſingular is, that 
this very America, which yearly re- 
ceives ſo many new Inhabitants, is 
it ſelf a Deſart, and is no manner 
of gainer by the continual loſſes 
of Africa. Thoſe Slaves being 
tranſported- into-a ſtrange Climate, 
dye by thouſands : and the labour 
of the Mines, in which both 
Natives and Strangers are perpe- 
tually employed; the malignant 
exhalations that ariſe from them; 
the quick-filver which they are 
continually uſing, deſtroy them e- 
very moment. 5 5 
Nothing can be more extrava- 
gant, than to fling away the lives 
of infinite numbers, of men, to 
get out of the bowels of the 
_ Earth Gold and Silver: thoſe Me- 
tals in themſelves fo. ufelefs, and 
which are Riches only becaufe 
they 


Perſian Letters, 16x 
they have been choſen for the marks 
of them. TY | | 


Paris, laſt of the Moon. 
Chahban, 1718.. 
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EET TEA CXV. 
THE froirfuloes of « People 


depends ſometimes upon the 
moſt minute circumſtances in the 
world; ſo that very often there re- 
quires nothing. more than a new 
turn in, the 1magination to make 
them much more numerous than 
3 * * 
The Jes, ſo often ex terminated 
and always multiplying, have re- 
paired their continual loſſes and de- 
ſtructions by the ſingle hope which 
reigns in every family, that they 
ſhall have a potent King born a- 
mong them, who ſhall be Lord of 


the whole Univerſe. | 
H 4 The 


4 
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The Ancient Kings of Per/ia had 


ſo many millions of Subjects, only 
by means of that Article in the Re- 
ligion of the Magi, that the moſt 
pleaſing action to God that man 
conld do was to get a Child, to 
manure a Field, and to plant a 
Tree.” * 1 6 
If China is ſo prodigiouſly popu- 
lous, it proceeds only from a parti- 
cular way of thinking: for as the 
children Lok upon their Fathers as 
a kind of Gods, and reſpe& them 
as ſuch even in this life, and after 
their death honour them by facri- 
fices, wherein they believe that their 
Souls being dipt in the Hen reſume 
a new life : every one is inclined to + 
encreaſe a family. ſo dutiful to this 
life, and ſo neceſſary in the next. 
On the contrary, the Countries 
of the Mahometans grow every day 
thinner and thinner, by means of 
an opinion, which, Holy as it is, 
has very pernicious effects where it 
is rooted in men's hearts. We look 
upon our ſelves as Sojourners upon 
N Fo earth, 
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earth, that ought to have all our 
thoughts fixed upon a better Coun- 
try : all uſeful and durable Labours ; 
all diligence to ſecure fortunes for 
our Children all ſchemes that have 
any view beyond this ſhort frail life, 
we look upon as ſo many extrava- 
gancies. Indolent as to what is 
preſent, and undiſturbed at what is 
to come, we take no care to repair 
public edifices; nor to grub up un- 
eultivated Lands, nor to manure 
thoſe which are fit to receive our 
cares: we live in a general inſen- 
ſibility, and leave every thing to 
Providence. Fo | 
Ir 1s a monſtrous Spirit of Vani- 
ty that eſtabliſhed among the Euro- 
peans the unjuſt Law of primoge- 
niture, which is ſo great a check 
to propagation, in that it turns the 
attention of a Father only upon one 
of his Children, and takes his eye 
off all the reſt; in that it obliges 
him, in order to raiſe a great for- 
tune for one, to neglect the ſettle- 
ment of the _ laſtly, in that it 
1 I | - _—_—_ 
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deſtroys the equality of the Citi» 
zens, which is the great cauſe of 
their Opulence. 


Paris, 4th of the Moon 
Rhiamazan, 1718, 
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LETTER CXVI. 
Usbek ro the ſams. 


HE Countries inhabited by Sa- 

1 vages are commonly very thin 
of People, thro' the general averſi- 
on they have to labour and the cul- 
ture of the Earth. This unhappy 
prejudice is ſo ſtrong, that When 
thcy would make 'an imprecation 
upon one of their enemies, they 
with. him no greater curſe, but to 
be forced to plough a Field; think- 
ing there are no Exerciſes but Hunt- 
ing and Fiſhing that are Noble and 
worthy of their attention. 
But as there often happen years, 
in which Hunting and Fiſhing fall 
mort; 
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ort they we pt off by frequens 


fande: Fee that There 15 00 
Country in the worly ſo abounding 
in Game and Fiſh, as to ſubſiſt 4 
great People; becauſe Animals al- 
ways fly from places that are too 
populous. | 3 
Beſides, the Hords of the Savages, 
conſiſting each of two or three 
hundred inhabitants, being totally 
ſeparate from each other, and having 
intereſts as different as thoſe of two 
Empires, can never ſupport them- 
ſelves; not having the ſame re- 
ſource as great ſtates, whole parts 
All ſuccqur and aſſiſt cach other. 
There is among the Savages ano- 
ther cuſtom no leſs pernicious than 
the firſt; which is the cruel pra- 
ctice in uſe among the women, of 
making themſelves miſcarry that 
their bigneſs may not make them 
diſagreeable to their Husbands. 
There are dreadful Laws here a- 
gainſt that Crime: they are even- 
carried to exceſs. Any Woman that 


. 


does not declare her conception to 


11 
—_— 8 
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a Magiſtrate is 3 with death 
if her fruit is loſt : ſhame, modeſty, 
nay even accidents ſhall never ex- 
cuſe her. | 


Paris, the oth of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1718. 
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LETTER CXVII. 
Usbek to the ſame. 


8 8 HE common effect of Colonies 
is to weaken the Country out 
of which they are drawn, without 
peopling that to which they are ſent. 
Men ought to remain where they 
are: there are diſtempers which are 
got by changing a good air for a 
bad; and others which come from 
changing it at all. 


When a Country is deſart it is a 
kind of ſign that there 1s fome par- 
_ ticular vice in the nature of the 
Climate ; fo that when we take men 
from 
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from a happy ſoyl to ſend them into 
fuch a Country, we do the very 
contrary to what we intend. 

The Romans knew this by ex- 
perience : they baniſhed all their 
Criminals into Sardina, and ſent 
Zews thither too: they were ob- 
liged to be contented under their 
loſs, which the contempt they had 
for thoſe wretches made very caſy 
to them. 5 

The great Cha-Abas being mind- 
ed to deprive the Turks of the 
means of their ſubfiſting great Ar- 
mies upon his Frontiers, tranſpor- 
ted almoſt all the 4rmenians out of 
their own Country, and fent above 
twenty thouſand Families of them 
into the Province of Guilan, where 
they moſt of them periſhed in a very 
mort time. 

All the Migrations of People to 
Conſtantinople have had ill ſucceſs. 
The prodigious number of Ne- 
groes before ſpoken of has not filled 
America. | 
Ever ſince the deſtruction of the 
ks | Jews, 
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Jews by Hadrian, Paleſtine has been 
without Inhabitants. | 
It muſt therefore be granted chat 
great depopulatipns eulen irre- 
parable; becaule a People that is 
diminiſhed to a certain degree, re- 
Mains in the ſame condition; and 
if by chance they do gather up a- 
gain, it requires Whole ages to re- 
cruit their loſſes. | 
But if in a ſtate of decay che leaſt 
of the circumſtances befaremention- 
ed happens ro OY 5 At 1s not on- 
ly never to he made up 9 — but 
it grows worſe and worſe daily, and 
the Nation is drawing to its end. 
The expulſion of the Moors out 
of Spain is ſtill as much felt as at 
the firſt day: their vacancy is ſo 
far from cloſing up, that it grows 
every day greater and greater. 
Since the depopulation of Ame 
rica, the - Spayigrds that came in the 
room of its ancient Inhabitants 
have not been able to repeople it: 
on the contrary, by a fatality which 


* — berter call the Divine Ju- 


ſtice, 
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Rice, the Deſtroyers deſtroy them-- 
ſelves, and rot away perpetually. 
Princes 2 muſt wm _ 
to people great Dominions 0 
2 - I > = rap "ko 
ſucceed : there are ſome Climates. 
fo happy, that the Inhabitants mul- 
riply continually ; witneſs thoſe 
Iſles * which were peopled by.afew- 
Diſtempered folks that ſome Ships 
jeft there, where they immediately 
xecovered their healts. 
But tho' ſuch Colonies ſhouꝰd al- 
ways ſucceed, they rather divide than 
encreaſe the Power, unleſs they are 
of very {mall extent, and juſt ſuch: 
as are neceſſary to inhabit a place 
fin in Genre. 
The Carthaginians as well as the 
Spaniards had found out America, 
or at leaſt ſome great Iſlands where 
they drove a prodigious Trade: but 
when they found the number of 
their Inhabitants decreaſe, that xiſe 
Republic forbad that Trade. 
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1 »mignt venture to maintain, that 
inſtead of ſending Spaniards into 
the Indies, they ſhou'd rather brin 

all the Indians and all the ere 
into Spain : they ſhould reſtore to 
that Monarchy all its diſperſed Sub- 
Jetts : and if but half of thoſe great 


_ Colonies were left, Spain wou'd be 


the moſt formidable power in Eu- 
70. | | 1 
We may compare Empires to a 
Tree, whoſe Branches when too 
far extended draw all the nouriſh- 


ment from the Trunk, and are good 


for nothing but ſhade. 
Nothing ſhou'd cure Princes 
more of the madneſs of diſtant Con- 
queſts than the example of the Por- 
zugueze and Spaniards. 
Thoſe two Nations having with 


inconceivable rapidity conquered 


immenſe Kingdoms ; more amazed 


at their own Victories, than the con- 


_ Nations were at their de- 


£ 


cat, they next conſidered of me- 
thods to preſerve them : they both 


took different ways. 
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The Spaniards, deſpairing of re- 
taining the conquered Nations in 
their ſubjection, reſolved to exter- 
minate them, and to ſend Loyal 
Subjects out of Spain in their room: 
never was horrid deſign ſo punctu- 
ally executed. A People as nume- 
rous as all the Nations in Europe put 
together, were cut off from the fic 
of the earth by thoſe Barbarians, 
who when they had diſcovered the 
Indies ſeemed alſo reſolved to diſco- 
ver to the world the utmoſt pitch 
„„ 27; 
By this barbarity they kept thoſe 
Countries under their dominion. 
Judge by this what a fatal thing 
Conqueſt is, when theſe are its ef- 
fects. For indeed this bloody expe- 
dient was the only one: how was 
it poſſible they ſhould hold ſo ma- 
ny millions of men in their obedi- 
ence? How cou'd they have carried 
on a Civil War at ſich a remote 
diſtance? What wou'd have become 
of them, if they had given time to 
thoſe People to recover out of the 
, con- 
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conſternation. they were in, at the 
arrival of thoſe new Gods, and the 
terror of their Thunder? 

As to the Portugueze, they took 
a; quite different method: they did 
not make uſe of Cruelties; and 
therefore they were ſoon driven out 
of the Countries they had diſcover- 
ed: the Dutch favoured the Rebel- 
lion of thoſe Nations, and made 
their own advantage of it. 

What Prince wou'd envy the fate 
of theſe Conquerors? who wou'd 
have any of theſe conqueſts upon 
ſuch conditions? The one were pre- 
ſently driven out of them; the o- 
thers made them nothing but De- 
ſarts, and made their own Countries 
little better. 
II is the fate of Heroes to ruin 
themſelves in conquering of- Coun- 
tries which they loſe again imme- 


diately; or in ſubduing of Nations 
which they are forced to deſtroy, 
like that madman who ſpent his 
eſtate in. buying Statues which he 
threw into the Sea, and Glaſſes 


which 
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which he broke as ſoon as he had 
them, : 
Paris, $th of the Moon 

Rhamazan, 1718. 
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LET TEA CXVIL 
Usbek to the ſame. 


Ildneſs of Government con- 

1 tributes vaſtly to the increaſe 
of mankind. All Republics are a 
convincing Proof of this; but none 
for much as Siſſerland and Holland, 
two the worſt Countries in Europe, 
if we confider the nature of their 
Land, and yet the fulleſt of People. 
Nothing invites Strangers more 
than Liberty, and Opulence which 
always follows it; the former 1s 
courted for its own ſake; and the 
Calls of nature attract men to thoſe 
Countries where the latter is to be 


The 
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The ſpecies multiplies wherever 
there's a ſufficiency for the Chil- 
dren without leſſening the Subſtance 
of their Parents. 

The Equality of the Inhabitants, 
which uſually produces an equality 
in their fortunes, brings Plenty, and 
conveys Life into eyery part of the 
Body Politic. 

The caſe is otherwiſe where the 
Government is Deſpotic : the Prince, 
the Courtiers, and a few private men 
ingroſs all the Riches, whilſt the 
reſt languiſh in extreme want and 
miſery. „„ 

If a man is in narrow circum- 
ſtances, and finds himſelf likely to 
beget children poorer than him- 
ſelf, he will decline marrying z or 
if he does marry, he will be afraid 
of having too great a number ot 
children, who may utterly undo 
him, and be in a worſe condition 
themſelves than their Father was at 
firſt. 1 ; 

The ruſtick or peaſant, I own, be- 
ing once marry'd, will people the 
—- com- 


45 
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commonwealth alike, whether he 
be rich or poor : he values not that : 
he's ſure' to leave his Children one 
Inheritance, his Plow ; ſo nothin 
ever hinders him from blindly fol- 
lowing the inſtinct of Nature. 

But of what uſe to a State are 
theſe heaps of Children that pine 
away their lives in Beggary and In- 
digence? many of 'em periſh as faſt 
as they're born: they ſeldom or ne- 
ver proſper: feeble and weak, they 
dye by retail a thouſand different 
ways, or by wholeſale are ſwept a- 
way by frequent popular diſtempers, 
which a bad diet and poverty neyer 
fail to produce : ſuch as eſcape free, 
attain the Age of manhood, with- 
out having the ſtrength of it, and 
droop away the remainder of their 
Lives in a wretched deſtitution e- 
ven of neceſſaries. 1 

Men are like Plants that never 
flouriſh if they are not well culti- 
vated: among a miſerable People, 
the ſpecies loſes of its number, and 
93 degenerates over and a- 

ove. 8 


France 
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France can furniſh us with a ſuf- 
Acient proof of this. In the late 
Wars, the fear of being liſted for 
Soldiers obliged moſt of the young 
men to marry; and that too in 4 
very unripe Age, and in the very 
—— of Poverty. From thoſe 
Marriages ſprung multitudes of 
Children, that are now miſſing in 
France, and whom Miſery, Famine 
and Diſtempers have caus'd to diſ- 
appear. 

Now if in ſo happy a climate, 
ſo regular a Government as France, 
there is room for ſuch obſervations 
as theſe: what ſhall we ſay of other 
Nations? 


Paris, 234 of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1728. 
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LETT EN CXIX. 


Usbek o Mollah Mehemet Ali, 


keeper of the three Sepulchres 
ar Com. 


AXTHAT avail the faſtings of 


| the Imaums, and the Sack- 
Cloths of the Mollahs? Twice has 


the hand of God been heavy on the 
Children of the Law: the Sun wraps 
it ſelf up in Clouds, or if he ſhines 
out, tis only to make their over- 


throw the more conſpicuous: their 
Armies aſſemble, a are ſ{catter'd 
like duſt before the wind. 
The Empire of the Ozmins has 
receiv'd two ſuch blows it never 


felt before; a Chriſtian Mufti has 


much ado to-keep it from falling : 
the Grand Yizir of Germany is the 
ſcourge of God, ſent to chaſtiſe the 
followers of Omar; wherever he 


moves he carries with him the wrath 
of Heaven, and pours it forth up- 


On 
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on their Rebellion and Perfidiouſ- 
nels. | | 

Sacred Spirit of the Imaums, thou 
weepeſt night and day over the 
Children of the Prophet whom the 
deteſtable Omar has caus'd to go 
aſtray: thy Bowels are mov'd at 
their misfortunes : thou deſireſt their 
converſion, and not their deſtruction: 
thou deſireſt to ſee them united 
under the Banner of Haly by the 
tears of the Saints, and not diſ- 
pers'd among the mountains and in 
the deſarts, by the terror of the In- 
fidels. 


Paris, 1ſf of #he Moon 


Chalval, 1718. 


Rica fo 2 M ” 
E N are at a loſs, in all Reli- 
'4 g1ons, concerning the plea- 


ſures deſign'd for ſuch as have liv'd 
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well. 'The wicked may be ſcared 
by a long detail of pains and tor- 
ments, with which they are 
threatn'd : but as for the virtuous, 
what promiſes to make to them, 
men know not : it ſeems as if it were 
eſſential to the nature of all pleaſures 


to be ſhort-liv'd: fancy can hardly 


figure to it ſelf any other ſort. 
I have ſeen deſcriptions of Pa- 
radiſe capable of diſguſting all men 
of right underitanding : ſome repre- 
ſent the happy ſhades inceſſantly 
playing on the Flute: others con- 
demn em to the punithment of eter- 
nally walking about: others again 
will have thole above to be always 
muſing on their miſtreſſes here be- 
low, not thinking a hundred mil- 
lions of years term long enough to 
make 'em loſe the reliſh of theſe 
amorous inquietudes. 

This brings to my mind a ſtory 
[ heard told by one who had been 
in the Mogul's Country; it ſthews 
that the Indian Prieſts are no 
more fruitful than the others in the 
Vol. II. 1 ideas 
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adeas they have of the pleaſures of 
Paradiſe. | 
A Woman that had juſt loſt 
ber husband, went in form to the 
Governour of the Town to beg his 
permiſſion to let her burn her ſelf; 
but as in all Countries under the 
 Mahometans they aboliſh this cruel 
cuſtom. as much as poſſible, he 
gave her a flat refuſal. 
When ſhe ſaw her Prayers incf- 
Fe&ua], ſhe flew into a violent Paſ- 
ſion. Was ever ſuch hard uſage as 
this, cry'd ſhe, that a poor wo- 
man ſhould not have leave to burn 
her ſelf when ſhe has a mind to it! 
was ever the like ſeen? My Mo- 
ther, my Aunt, my Siſters, they all 
burn'd themſelves; and when I 
come to ask this curſed Governour's 
leave to do the like, he falls into 
a paſſion, and ftorms at me like a 
. SORES 1 
There pen'd to be preſent a 
young Jonck, or Prieſt. Infidel, ſays 
the Governour to him, this is your 
doing, twas you that inſtilled 5 
; Eg 1 ry 
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fury into the woman's brain. In- 
deed, not I, fays ” FE never ſpoke 
to her in all my life; but if ſheU 
be ruled b 0 ſhall conſummate 
her ſacrifice; ſhe will do an action 


well pleaſing to the God Brama, nor 
will the fail of being well reward». 


ed, for ſhe ſhall ſurely find her Huſ- 
band in the other world, and be 
marry'd to him over again. How? 
cries the woman in a terrible fright, 
find my Husband again? Ell not burn 
my ſelf: burn my ſelf for him? a 
peeviſh, jealous-pated wret eh, and ſo 
old too, that if the God Brama has not 


wrought ſome change in him, Im 


ſure he has no occaſion for me: 
burn my felf for him? —— No, 
not the tip of my little Finger to 
redeem him from the deepeſt hole 
in Hell: two old Bonzes, whom L 
conſulted, and who knew what 


manner of life I led with him, took 


care, I thank them, to conceal this 
part from me: but if the God Brama 
hath no other prefent to make me, 
than this, he May * it 

bo 12 im- 
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himſelf; I'll have none of that Bea- 
titude. Mr. Governour, I here re- 
nounce my Religion, and turn Maho- 
metan : and as for you, ſaid ſhe, look- 
ing on the Bonze, you may go and 
tell my Husband that I never en- 


joyed a better ſtate of health in 
— 


Paris, 2d of the Moon 
Chalyal, 1718. 
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Lserr ER CXXI. 
Rica to Usbek. 


112 thee here to-morrow; 
mean time I ſend thee thy Let- 
ters which came from J//pahan: 
mine adviſe that the Great Mogu!'s 
Embaſſador has been order'd to 
withdraw out of the Kingdom. 
Tis added, that the King's Unc 
is ſecur'd, the Prince that was in- 
truſted with the King's education, 
and that they have convey'd him 
: t0 
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to a ſtrong Caſtle, where he's ve- 
ry ſtrictly confin'd ; and withal, that 
they have degraded him, and ſtript 
him of all his honours. I am con- 


cern'd at this Prince's misfortunes, 


and lament his fate. 
I own to thee, Usek, that I ne- 


ver ſaw the Tears of any Perſon 


trickle down, without being mov'd 
with Compaſhon. I have a feel- 


| ing for the unhappy, as if none but 


they were Men: and even thoſe in 
Power, towards whom I have a 
heart of ſtone when they are in the 
height of their Proſperity, I can't 
help loving them the moment they 
fall into Diſgrace. 3 

And indeed, in their proſperity 
what have they to do with an im- 
pertinent Tenderneſs? it looks too 


much like equality: they much 


rather chuſe Reſpect, which requires 
no manner of return; but as ſoon 
as they are fallen from their Gran- 
deur, nothing but our Lamentati- 


ons can make them recal to their 


minds the Idea of their former high 


condition. I 3 Me- 
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Methinks there is ſomething ve- 
ry natural, and even very great, in 
the Saying of a certain Prince, who 
being quit ready to fall into his E- 
nemies Power, ſeeing his Courti- 
ers round about him all in tears, 


I find, ſays he, by your tears, that 
I'm fill your | 265g 1 | 


Paris, 3d of the Moon 
Chalva), 1713. 
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LEzrTE CXXII. 
Rica t Ibben, at Smirna. 


TH OU haft a thouſand times 
1 heard of the famous King of 
Sweden ;, he was beſieging a place 
in a Kingdom call'd Norway ; as 
he was viſiting the Trenches with 
only one Engineer, he receiv'd a 
Mot in his head, which kill'd him 
upon the ſpot. His Chief Mini- 
ſter was immediately ſecur'd, the 
States met, and ſentenc'd him to 
lefe his head. He 
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| He was accus'd of a very w_ 

Crime, namely Calumniating | 

Nation, and creating in the King 

a diffidence of his people ;. an of- 

fence, in my opinion, worthy of a 
thouſand Deaths. 


For in ſhort, if it is an ill acti- 


on to blacken in the mind of one's 


Prince the loweft of his Subjects, 
what is it to traduce a whole peo- 


ple, and rob them of the Good-will 


of him, whom Providence has ſet 
up to make them happy ? 
I would have men ſpeałk to Kii 
as the Angels ſpeak to our ho 
Thou knoweſt that in the facred 
Banquers, where the Lord of Lords 
deſcends from the moſt ſublime 
Throne in the world, to commu- 
nicate himſelf to his llaves, J us'd 
to make it a ſevere law to 12 ſelf 
to curb an unruly tongue. I Was 
never ſeen to let ſlip the leaſt word 
that could be offenfive to the mean- 
eſt of his Subjects: though I was 
ſometimes * to lay afide So- 
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briety, yet I never quitted my 
Honeſty ; and in that trial of our 
Fidelity I risx'd my Life, but ne- 
ver my Virtue. 55 

I know not how it happens, but 
there's hardly ever a Prince ſo bad, 
but his Miniſter is worſe : if he 
commits any ill action he is ſtill 
prompted to it: which makes that 
the ambition of Princes is never ſo 
dangerous, as baſeneſs of ſoul in 
his Counſellors : but is it not ſtrange 


for a man that ſtept into the Mi- 


niſtry but yeſterday, that perhaps 
to-morrow will be out again, in 
a moment to become an enemy to 


himſelf, his family, his country, 
and a nation yet to come out of 


the loins of that very people 
whoſe deſtruction he is going to 
compaſs ? | 
A Prince has Paſſions, the Mini- 
ſter operates upon thoſe Paſſions; tis 
by them he directs his Miniſtry : he 
has no other aim, nor will have an 
other aim : the Courtiers ee 
him by their Flattery, and he more 
dange- 


. ⅛db .. 8 
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dangerouſly flatters him with his 
Counſels, with the deſigns he puts 
him upon, and the maxims which 
he lays down to him. 


Paris, 25th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1719. 


— 


* * 


LETTER CXXIII. 
Rica 70 Usbek. 


I Was paſſing the other day over 
the Pont Neuf with a friend of 
mine: he met a man of his ac- 
quaintance, who he ſaid was a Ge- 
ometrician z and indeed his whole- 
appearance ſpoke as much, for he 
was in a profound Meditation : 
my friend was forced to pull him 
by the ſleeve a conſiderable time, 
and to ſhake and jogg him to make 
him deſcend to him: to buſy was his 
head about a Curve which perhaps 
he had been hammering his brains 
upon for cight days before : great: 
civilities pals'd between them, and 
| EY - they 
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they mutually inform'd each other 
in the news of the Learned world : 
theſe diſcourſes led them to the 
door of the Coffee-houſe, wherein 
I enter'd along with them. 

I obſerv'd that our Geometrici- 
an was receiv'd by every body with 
great officiouſneſs, and that the 
boys of the Coffee-houſe paid him 
much more reſpect than they did 
to two Muſqueteers who were in 
the corner of the room; as for 
him, he feem'd to like the place 
he was in very well: he unwrink- 
led his brow a little, and began to 
look chearful and laugh, as if he 
had not the leaſt tincture of Geo- 
metry in his whole compoſition. 

Mean time, with great exactneſs 
he meaſur'd every thing that was 
faid in converſation : he reſembled 
one that in a Garden with his 
Sword cuts off the heads of flow- 
13 — above — reſt: a 

ve, nay, a Martyr to Regularity, 
he was . much N a 
thing that look'd like a * of 

Wit, 
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Wit, as a tender eye is by too 
ſtrong: a light: nothing to him 
was indifferent, provided it was 
true; and accordingly his conver- 


fation was pretty fingular. He 
was come that day out of the 
country, in company of a man 


who. had been to ſee a noble 


Caſtle, and very fine Gardens: 


for his part, he ſaw m—_— in it 
but a building of ſixty 


would have had the rules of Per- 
ſpective obſerv'd in ſuch a man- 
ner, as that the walks of the Aves 
nues might have appear'd through= 


out of one and the ſame breadth; 


and he would have laid down an 
infallible method of doing it: he 
feem'd hugely pleas'd with a Dial 


he met with there of a very odd 


contrivance, and was furiouſly angry 


at a · learned man that ſat next me, 


Who unhappily ask'd him if the 


Dial ſhow'd the Babylonian hours. 
Rr. - 


oot in 
front, upon five and thirty in 
depth, and a wood of ten Acres, in 
the form of a Parallellogram : he 
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Another in the room was talking 
of the bombarding the Caſtle of 
Fontarabia upon which he pre- 
ſently gives us the properties and 
nature of the line which the Bombs 
had deſcrib'd in the Air, and be- 
ing overjoy'd at this his knowledge, 
he never ſo much as enquir'd, nor 
deſir'd to know, what ſucceſs the 
bombardment had. Another per- 
ſon was complaining that he had 
been ruin'd the winter before by 
an inundation ; I'm glad of it with 
all my heart, ſays the Geometri- 
cian, I find I was right in the ob- 
ſervation I made, and that there 
fell at leaſt two inches of water 
upon the earth, more than the year 
before. 8 10 5 
A moment after this he went 
out, and we follow'd him: walk- 
ing very faſt, and neglecting to 
look before him, he ran full butt 
againſt another Man: it was a vio- 
lent ſhock; and each of them re- 
bounded back, in proportion to his 
reſpective velocity and — 
8 oul 
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foul on one another in this manner, 
*twas ſome time before they could 
recover themſelves: at laſt the o- 
ther Man, with his hand up at his 
forehead, ſays to the Geometrician, 


I'm very glad you run againſt 
me, for I have great news to tell 
you: I have juſt now publith'd my 


Horace. Horace] ſays the Geome- 
trician: it has been publiſh'd theſe 
two thouſand years. You don't 
underſtand me, ſays the other: *tis 
a tranſlation of that ancient Author, 


which I have juſt now publiſh'd ; 


I have been twenty years employed 


in Frantlations. © 


How, Sir? faid the Geometri- 


cianz have you been twenty years 
without thinking? you ſpeak for 
others, and they think for you? 


Don't you believe, Sir, ſays the 
Scholar, that I have done the Pub- 
lic conſiderable ſervices in making 


the reading of good Authors fami- 


liar to them? I don't abſolutely 
fay ſo; I've as great a value as o- 
thers for the ſublime Genius's 


whom 
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whom you dreſs up in diſguiſe: 
but you'll never be like them in 


the leaſt: for if you tranſlate on 


to Eternity, you'll never be tranſ- 
lated your ſelf. THEN BETY 
Tranſlations ave like Copper Mo- 
ficy,- which in proportion have the 
ſame value as a piece of Gold, nay, 
and are of much greater uſe among 


the people; but ſtill they are light, 


and have a baſe alloy | 

You ſay, that you are for reviv- 
ing among us choſe illuſtrious Daa; 
and I own that you give em indeed 


4 Body, but you don't endow em 


with Life, there is ſtill wanting a 
Spirit to animate them. 


Why don't you rather apply your 


felf to the ſcarch of a thouſand 
glorious truths, which may be caſily 
come at by a geometrical calcu- 


lation? After this ſhort-admoni- 


tion they parted, not over- ſatisfied 
with one another, you may well 


belicve. 


Paris, the laſt of tht Moo 
. Rebiad, 1x1. 
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themſelves to be ignorant of any 


LETTER CXXIV. 
Rica #0 ** *. 


Shall entertain thee in this Lets 
A ter, with an acceufit of a cer- 


tain people called Imeihgencers or 
Neeeplen ur who» meet in a ſpa- 
cious Garden, where their idleneſs 


continually. finds employment: they 
are of no manner. of uſe to the 
State, and have been talking theſe 
fifty years to as much purpofe, as if 
they had ſo long juſt ſaid nothing at 
all: however, they fancy them 
felves conſiderable people, becauſe 
their thoughts are taken up with 
magnificent projects, and are buſy'd 
in nothing but great affairs. _ 
The Baſis of their converſation 
is an impertinent and ridiculous cu- 
riofity: there is no Cabinet ſo 
cloſe, which they don't pretend to 
penetrate into: they won't allow 


thing: they know the exact 1 4 
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ber of our Auguſt Sultan's Wives; 


how many Children he gets in a 
year; and although they're at no 
expence for fpies, they are through- 
ly inform'd of the meaſures he 1s 
taking to reduce the exorbitant 
ower of the Emperor of the Turks, 
and that of the Moguls. 
They have no ſooner exhauſted 
the Preſent, but they ſhoot them- 
ſelves into the Future; and being 
| before-hand with Providence, they 
prevent the Almighty in all ſublu- 
nary proceedings : they lead a Ge- 
neral by the hand; and after they 
have prais'd him for a thouſand 
fooleries which he never did com- 
mit, they prepare a thouſand more 
for him, which he never will. 
Armies they make fly like Cranes, 
and Walls fall down as if they were 


made of Paſteboard: they have 


bridges upon all Rivers, ſecret paſ- 
ſages through all Mountains, im- 


menſe magazines amidſt burning 


ſands: they want nothing but their 
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A man with whom I lodge re- 

ceived the following Letter from 

one of this tribe, which I took a 

copy of, on account of its ſingu- 
larity. | | 


S 1 Ky 925 
Am ſeldom miſtaken in my con- 
jectures, on the affairs of the times : 

the firſ# of January 1711 J foretold 

that the Emperor Joleph would die 

in the courfe of a year it is true, 

that as he was then in very good 
health, I thought I ſhould expoſe my 

ſelf to be Iaught at, if I had been 
euplicate; for which reaſon I made \\ 
uſe of terms ſomewhat Ainigmatical 

but people that know how to reaſon, 
underſtood me perfectly well. 

As ſoon as the war was declared 
between the Emperor and the Turks, 

1 went and look'd out for all the 
Gentlemen of our fraternity in every 
corner of the Tuilleriesz I conven'd 

*em to meet at the Fountain, and 
foretold em that Belgrade would be 
beſieg'd and taken. I was ſo fortu- 


nate 


* 
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nate as to find my prediction fulfilled : 
it is true, that about the middle of 


phe fiege J wager? d a hundred Piſtotes 


that it would be taken the eighteenth 
of Auguſt *; it was not taken till 
the day after. That a man fhou'd 
loſe, that was ſo near the Game! 
When 1 found the Spaniſh Flee! 
landing their Men in Sardinia, I 
yudg'd they would make a Conqueſt of 
it. as 1 ſaid fo it happen d. Pift 

up with this ſucceſs, 7 added, that 


This victorious Fleet would go and 


make a deſcent. at Final, in order to 
conguer the Milaneſe. Finding this 
notion not readily received, I reſolv'd 
zo ſupport it with a high Hand 1 
betted fifty Piſtoles, and leſt them 100: 

for that Dog Alberoni, in breach of 
Treaties, ſent his Fleet into Sicily, and 
Tric d at once two great Politicians, 
the Duke of Savoy and my ſelf. This, 
Sir, has fo confounded me, that In. 

wow reſolv'd to prophecy on, but ne- 
ver to lay Wagers again. Formerly 
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obis praftice of laying mager, was un. 
known in the Tuilleries; and the late 
M. the C. d. L. did not allow of 
'em; but fence a pack of pert Coxcombs 
have intruded amongſt us, we know 
not whereabouts we are. wa no ſooner 
open our mouths to tell a Pieceig ne cus, 
but up ftarts one of theſe young Fellows, 
and challenges you, hell lay ou any 
wager to the contrary. 

Another day, as I was opening my 
Manuſcript, and fitting my ſpectacles 
ro my noſe, one of theſe Bullies In 
hold. of the intiorcul between the Fe} 
word and the ſecund, /:55 to me, II 
bett a hundrei Pier upon the Nr. 
ative 1 made as if I did not mintl 
what he ſaid, and proceeding in u 
londer voice than before, ſays I, the 
Mareſchal de * * * "havint gte li 
gence ..... It's falſe, ſays he, your 
news is always full of impertinence, 
there is not the leaft ſpark of common 
fenſe in it. I beg, Sir, that you will 
do me the favonr to lend me thirty Pi. 
foles, for I muſt meds fay this w. 
_ gering bas * much diforeer"d my 
a fairs: % 
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affairs: I ſend you the copy of two 
Letters, which I wrote to the Chief 
Miniſter. | 

5 Jam, &c. 


Letter from the Intelligencer, 
to the Chief Miniſter. 


Mx Lon p, 

7 Am the moſt zealous Subjeft the 

King ever had; twas I that oblig'd 

one of my friends to execute a project 

which I had form'd of a Book, to de- 

monſtrate that Lewis the Grand. was 
the greateſt Prince that ever deſerv'd 

that Title. I have been Jong employ'd 

upon another Work, which will do 

get more honour to our Nation, if your 

| Lordſhip pleaſes to grant me a Pa- 
tent my deſign is to prove, that 
fince the beginning of the Monarchy, 

the French have never once been 

beaten; and that all that has been 

hitherto ſaid to the contrary by the 

Hiſtorians, are downright lies; I am 

oblig'd to ſet them right in many par- 

ticulars, 
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ticulars, and I will be bold to ſay, 
that no man exceeds me in the critical 


My Lo Rp, 


Aon loſs M. the C. d. L. we 
beg you would be pleas'd to let 
us chuſe a Preſident : our conferences 
are in great diſorder, and the Affairs 
of State are not diſcuſs'd therein _ 
that regularity they us'd to be: 
young men behave themſelves be 
the leaſt regard to their ſeniors, and 
without any diſcipline among them- 
ſelves : "tis the very counſel of Reho- 
boam, wherein the young men pre- 


ſcribe to the old. In vain we repre- 


ſent to them, that we were in peace- 
able poſſeſſion of the Tuilleries twenty 
years before they were born; I believe 
they'll quite drive us out in time; and 
when they have oblig'd us to quit thoſe 
places, where we have ſo often call d 
up the Ghoſis of our French Heroes, 


we muſe go and hold our conferences. 


in 
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in boy, King's garden, or ſang more re- 


mote place. | 

4 am, &e. 

Paris, 7th of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1719. 

— — — 


LETTER CXXV. 
Rhedi to Rica, at Paris. 


O NFof the things which met 
exerciſed my curioſity after my 


arrival in Zurqpe, was the Hiſtory 
and Origin of Republics. Thou 


knoweſt that generally the Aflatics 


have not ſo much as the leaſt idea 


of this ſort of Government, and 


that their imagination never extend- 


ed ſo far as to comprehend, there 


coy'd poſfibly be any other ſort 
than the Deſpotic throughout the 
world. | 

The firſt governments were Mo- 


narchical: *twas only by chance, 


and 
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and length of time, that Republics 
were formed. | | 
Greece having been ſwallow'd up 


by a Deluge, new inhabitants came 


= to repeople it: ſhe had almoſt all 
E her colonies from Hgypt, and the 
} neareſt Afiatic Countries: and thoſe 
Countries being govern'd by Kings, 
the people that came out of them 
Were governed in the like manner. 
But the tyranny of thoſe Princes 
growing too heavy, the people 
thook off the yoke, and from the 


broken remains of ſo many King- 
doms aroſe thoſe Republics which 


made Greece ſo very ART the 
only polite country amidſt Barba- 
rians. Be 
The love of liberty, and averſion 
10 Kings, preſerv'd Greece a long 
time in a ſtate of independence, 
and very far extended the Repub- 
liean government. The Cities of 
Greece found Allies in Aſia Minor: 
they ſent thither Colonies as free 
as themſelves, which were as ſo 
many ramparts againſt the attempts 
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of the King of Perſia. This was 
not all: Greece peopled Italy; Italy 
Spain, and perhaps Gaul. Tis no- 
torious that the great Heſperia, ſo 
famous among the ancients, was at 
the beginning Greece, which was 
look'd upon by its neighbours as 


the ſeat of Felicity: the Greeks not 


finding at home that happy Coun- 
try, went and look'd for it in Italy; 
thoſe in 7aly, in Spain; thoſe of 
Spain, in Betica or Portugal: ſo that 


all thele Regions went by this 


Name among the Ancients. The 
Greek Colonies carry'd along with 
'em a ſpirit of liberty, which they 
had aſſum'd from that kindly Cli- 
mate. And accordingly we ſeldom 
or never, in thoſe remote times, 
meet with Monarchies in 7zaly, 
Spain, or either of the Gauls. We 
ſhall ſee by and by, that the people 
of the North and of Germany were 


no leſs free than the others: and 


if there are appearances of any 
thing like Royalty among 'em, it 


is becauſe their leaders of Armies, 
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or. heads of Republics, were mi- 
Raken tor Kings. 

All this happen'd i in Europe: 25 
= Aſia 7a and Africa they were ever 
opprels'd with Deſpotiſm; e 
ing ſome Towns of Alfa Minor a 
ready taken notice of; 11 the 

Pohle of Carthage in 4 rica. 
„The World was divi . een 
two owerful Republics, Rome 5 
Carthage: nothing is ſo well known 
as the 12 of the Roman Re- 
public; and nothing ſo little known 
as the origin of that of Carthage,- 
we are utterly ignorant of the ſuc- 
ceſſion of African Princes after Hi 
do, nor do we know by Wh 
means the 15 came to loſe their 
Power. The prodigious increaſe 
of the Noman Republic would 
have been a great bleſſing to Man- 
kind, had there not been that un- 
reaſonable difference between the 
Citizens of Rome and the conquered 
Nations; had they given to the 
Governours of. Provinces. a more 
limited Authority; bad they. Paid 
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due regard to thoſe Divine Laws 
made to reſtrain their 'Tyranny; 
and had they not, in order to ſi- 
Fence thoſe laws, imploy'd the ve- 
2M treaſures which their rapine 

injuſtice had accumulated to- 


gether. 


Liberty ſeems to be Silethitel 
to the genius of the Nations of 


Enrope, and Slavery adapted to that 
of the Afatics. In vain did the 
Romans offer that invaluable trea- 
ſure to the Cappudocians , That 
worthleſs Nation refus'd it, and 
"courted ſervitude with the ſame-ar- 
dour as other Nations, purfu'd li- 
Cæſar crath'd the Raman Repub- 
lick, and brought it under arbitrary 
Power. 

Europe groan d -2 long time be · 
neath © military and - Pon 'Go- 
vernment; and the Ryman mildneſs 


Was chang d im a hatd-hearred op- 


ſion, 
Mean while infinite ln of 


unknown N ations Warmn d from * 
7 5 the 


Torrents 3 
vinces 3 and t 


When the Metis of: Ala, nams- 
ly the Nu ks and e e = 
7 ing 1 
pur: Antec to the will and 
of one ſingle Perſon, thought df 
nothing more than him 
new Subjects, and by the force of 
Arms eſtabliſh his violent Autho- 


rity: but the Northern Nations be- 


ing free in their o¼nm Country, when 
they had ſeiz M che Roman Provin- 


ces, took care not to beſtow on 


cheir Chiefs too large a Power. Nay, 
ſome of them, the Vandale, for in- 


K 2 — - 


the North ; Ss chemſelves Hike | 
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ſtance, in Africa, the Coths in Spain, 
depos'd their Kings whenever they 
were diſlatisfy'd with them; and 
the others too abridg'd the Autho- 
rity of the Prince a thouſand ways: 
a great number of Lords took ſhare 
of it with him; a War was never 
enter'd upon without their con- 
ſent; the Plunder was divided be- 
tween the General and the Sol- 
diers; no taxation in favour of the 
Prince; the Laws were made in al- 
ſemblies of the whole Nation, 
Such was the fundamental princi- 
ple of all theſe States that were 
form'd out of the wrecks of the 
Roman Empire. 


Venice, 20th of the Moon 
 Regeb, 1719, 
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Het 2s« CARVE" 
noo 


OME five or fix Months ago 

) T' was in a Coffee-Houſe, where 
I obſerv'd a Gentleman very well 
habited in company with others, 
who were very attentive to him: 
the Subject of his diſcourſe was the 
Pleaſures of Paris; and he lamented 
his condition, ' that he was obliged 
to live in the Country. I have, 
fays he, fifteen thouſand Livres year- 
ly income in Land; I ſhould be 
much happier with a fourth part 
of it in Money and portable effects. 
Tis to no purpole to preſs my Te- 
nants, and ſue 'em for Arrears, I 
make em but the more inſolent : I 
never yet could fee a hundred Pi- 
ſtoles together: were I to owe ten 
thouſand Livres, they would ſeize 
my Lands, and I ſhould be utterly 
undone, "THE F: 2256 
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I went my way, without heeding 
what he had been ſaying : but hap- 
pening yeſterday to be in that neigh- 
bourhood I enter'd into the ſame 
houſe, and ſaw a grave man with a 


pale long viſage, who in the midſt 
of five or fix talkers ſcem'd to be 


very dull and melancholy; at: laſt 
breaking out, Gentlemen, ſays he, 


I'm ruin d; I have not wherewith- 


al ro buy me bread; I have actual- 
ly by me two hundred thouſand 
Livres in Bank Notes, and a hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns in ſpecie: I'm 
in a terrible condition: I thought 
my ſelf Rich, and am a ar : 
had I methinks but oneſlip of Land 
to retire to, I might be ſure of ſome- 
thing; but I have not ſo much Land 
as will lye under the circumference 
of my Hat. K 82 


I chanc'd to turn about, and ſaw 
another man making ugly faces, as 
it he had been poſſeſs d. Who 
Mall we truſt, cry'd he ? To lend 
a Sum of Mony out of pure Friend- 


ſhip, and the Raſcal to pay it me 


now ! 


bauen Lottery: 209 


now! baſe Freacherp l. well, he 
may do aß he pleaſes, I ſhall never 
| have a good qpinion of him again 
as long as L live. 

At his ; El w. ſat another ſhab-= 
bily dreft, who lifting.up the eggs 
of his eyes; Heaven proſper, cries 
he, the Schemes of our Miniſters 5 

may I ſee. Stock at two thouſand, 
and all the Lacquies in Paris e 
than their Maſters. I had the cu- 

rioſity to ask his Name, and 0 
told he was eh poor, and 
had as poor a Trade. He is a Ge- 
nealogiſt, and hopes that his trade 
will. turn up. trump, if Fortune 
g continues thus, and that 
all the rich Upſtarts will have oc- 
cafion for him to reform their 
Name, new-mould their Anceſtors, 
and embelliſh. their Coaches: he 
fancies that he ſhall have the mak- 
ng i=, Men. of ality as. he 
_ bg skips. tor joy that 

hal — full employment. 
Afterwards came in an old, pale, 
wither d skeleton MR: a Man, whom 


Frontier, and 'tis to be fear 
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T knew to be a Coffee - Hbuſe Po» 
litician before he fat down: he was 
not of the number of thoſe, who 
have a triumphant aſſurance againſt 
all viciſſitudes of Fortune, and pre- 


ſage nothing bur victories and tro- 


— : no, he was one of thoſe 
Tremblers who deal in nothing but 
fad News. Affairs have but an ill 
aſpect on the ſide of Spain, ſays 
he; we have no Cavalry upon the 

4 Prince 
Pio, who is very ſtrong in Horſe, 
will lay all Languedoc under Contri- 


bu tion 


Ouver-againſt me ſat a Philoſo- 


pher, none of the beſt accoutred, 
who took this News-monger into 
his compaſſion, and lifted up his 
ſhoulders as faſt as the other did 
his voice: I drew near to bim, 


.and he whiſpers me, Thar Pup 


there, ſays he, has been this hour 
entertaining us with his fears for 
Languedoc, whereas I diſcover'd 
yeſterday a fpot in the Sun, which, 
if it ſhould Gent, would a” 
| 5 
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the whole frame of Nature, and 


yet no: body has heard me utter a 
ſingle ſyllable all this while. 


Paris, 17th of the Moon 
Ramazan, 1719. 
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1 Went the other day to e a large: 
Library in a Convent of Der- 
viſes, — are the Depoſitaries or 
Truſtees appointed to keep it; but 
they are obliged to let any n 
come in at certain hours. 
Entring in, I ſaw a grave man 
walking about in the midſt of num- 
berleſs multitudes of Volumes; I 
made up to him, and deſir'd him 
to tell me what books thoſe were 
that were better bound than the 
reſt : Sir, ſays he, I am here in a 
ſtrange land; | do not know a ſingle 
Joul in it: I am frequently ask d 
K 7 the 
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the ſame queſtions as you naw ask 

me; but you de not think LU go 
read all theſe Books in order to ſa- 
tisfie them: my Library-Keeper 
ſhall anſwer your queſtion, for he 
is employed night and day in un- 
folding theſe things: he's a good- for- 
nothing wretch, and a dead weight 
upon our hands, for he does not 
work for the Convent: but hark, 
the bell rings for dinner; ſuch as 

are at the head of a Community, 
as | am, oughe ever to be the firſt 
at all the Exerciſes. This ſaid, 
the Monk puſhes me out, locks fait 
peared as if he had town upon the 
wings of the wind. 


Paris, 21/ of the Moon. 
| n, 719. 
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LST IEA CXXVIII. 
Kica to the ſame. 55 


on as I had made him acquainted 


with my buſineſs, which vas no 
more than to knew what thoſe fine 


gilt Books were, he prepar'd to ſa- 
tisſie my curioſity z and being I was 
2 ſtranger, he was ſo kind as to take 
{ome pains to inſtruò me. Father, 
ays I to bim, what are thoſe bulky 
Volumes that fill all this fide of the 
Library ? They are, ſays he to me, 
the Interpreters of the Scripture. 
There's a; world. of them, ſays Is 
the Scripture muſt needs have been 
very dark in foxmer times, and very 

clear now; are there any doubts 
ſtill remaining to. be ſolv'd? are 


there 
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1 next day I went again to 
A this Library, where I found 
. another man from him I had 
den the day before: he had an Air 
of ſunplicity, his Fhyſiognomy 
(rightly, and his Addreſs eaſy. As 
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there any Points ftill conteſted ? 
Points ſtill conteſted ? Good God, 
Points ſtill conteſted ! anſwers he: 
why there are as many as there are 
lines. Ay, ſays I to him, and pray 
what have all theſe: Authors been 
doing? Theſe Authors, replys he, 
have not been ſecking in the Scrip- 
tures for what ought to be believ'd, 
but for what they themſelves be - 
lieve; they have not look'd upon 
it as a Book containing the Doc- 
rrines which they ought to receive, 
but as a work that might give au- 
thority to their own conceits: and 
this has made them corrupt the ſenſe 
thereof in every part, and put to 
the rack every individual paſſage 
in it: it is a Country, where men 
of all Sets make deicents, and go 
to it as to a place of plunder: it 
is a Field of battle, wherein all Na- 
tions encounter, joyn frequent bat- 
tle, fall foul upon one another, and 
Skirmiſh it a thouſand different 
Ways. | FF 5 f 6 Fe: ; 


Next 
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Next them, you ſee the Aſcetics, 
or books of Devotion : and there, 
books of Morality of far greater 


uſe : now come thoſe of Theolo- 


gy ; doubly unintelligible ; both for 
the matter they treat of, and the 
manner they treat it in. The 


Works of the My/ticks, that is to 


fay, the Devotees with a tender 
heart. Dear Father, ſays I to him, 
ſtop a little: let me hear ſomething 
of theſe ſame Myſtics. Sir, ſays 
he, Devotion warms: a heart that's 
diſpos'd to tenderneſs, and cauſes 
it to ſend up to the Brain Spirits, 

whereby the Brain is in like man- 
ner heated; from whence ariſe 


Ecſtaſics and rapturous Franſports. 


'This condition 1s the Delirium of 
Devotion: it oftentimes improves, 
or rather degenerates, into Quie- 
tiſm : you know a Quietiſt is made 
up of a Madman, a Devotee, and 
64. . . RL 


Fhoſe yonder are che 'Caſuilts, 


that diſcloſe to the day the ſecrets 
of the night; that form in their 
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imagination all the, want ar the 
Damon. of Love is capable of pro- 
ducing; which they n toge- 
ther, compare them, and make 
them the eternal Wiel of their 
thoughts: Tis well if their heart 
is not an accomplice in the abuſe, 
and joins with and promotes all thoſe 
exceſles ſo, naturally defcrib'd, and 
{0 nakedly painted, 

You ſee, Sir, I am a Free- think- 
er, and ſpeak without reſerve: I 
am, by nature, plain hearted; much 


more towards you who are à ſtran- 


Ser, deſirous to know things, and 
to know them as they really. are 
in themſelves. - | might, if I'd had 
a, mind. to it, have fpoke theſe 


_ things to you in the height. of ad- 
miration; I might 


haye {aid at e- 
very word, this is Divine, that's 
Venerable, the other Marvellous: 
and the — e of all this 
> - muſt have 
chought you Je we a 
Knaxc, 


Alert 


—— —-—̃— 8.8. 


— 
-/ 


lere we broke off: an-unexpe&» 
ed buſineſs. calbd away che Derviſe, 
and ſo we — conveſation 

to the next da.. 


Paris, 23d of the Mhon. 
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LISTTIEXR CXXIX. 
Rica to the ſame. 


Came again at the appointec 
| Hour, and was led by my man 
exactiy to the ſame place where 
we parted. There, ſay he, are 
the Grammarians, the Gloſſers, and 
the Commentators. Father, fays 
J to him, is it not poſſible for 
of Heſs de, de may 
of Senſe Þ Yes; ſays he, they may 
very eaſily be without it; nor li 
deed does it appear that they have 
any : and yet their works are ne- 
ver a whit the worſe for it; which 
is a. great conveniency to them. 
— | That 
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That is very true, ſaid I to him: 


and J know ſeveral Philoſophers 
that would do very well to apply 
themſelves to thele ſorts. of Sci- 
ences. 5 
Thoſe there, ſaid he, are the O- 
rators, that have the faculty of 
Perſwaſion, without the help of 
reaſoning; and the Geometricians, 
who oblige a man, in ſpight of 
himſelf, to be perſwaded, and force 


him to be convinc'd, like ſo many 


tyrants. Thoſe there are Meta- 
an that handle high matters, 

wherein you meet with Infi- 
nite at every ſtep you take: Yon- 
der are the Naturaliſts, who will 
needs have it there is as much of the 
Marvellous in the ſimpleſt Machine 
of our Mechanicks, as in the Oe- 
conomy of the vaſt Univerſe. 
Books of Medicine, thoſe monu- 
ments of the imbecillity of Na- 
ture, and of the power of Art, 


which make mankind. tremble when 


they treat even of the ſlighteſt di- 
Kempers, as if Death was at our 
| elbow z 


a. 


Perffan Letters. 219 
Abow ; but which reſtore us again to 
a perfect ſecurity, when they talk 
of the vertue of Medicines, as if we 
were become immortal. 

_ Cloſe by theſe, you ſee the books 
of Anatomy, nothing near ſo co- 
pon m deer cr 

uman body, as in giving them 
hard names; which neither cures 
the Patient's diſtemper, nor the 222 
fician's ignorance. | 

There's Chymiſtry for you, that 
dwells ſometimes in a oal, and 
ſometimes in a Mad-houſe; both of 
them manſions equally proper for! its 
rece tion, += «+ 

*hoſe thive' are the books of 
be Science, or rather Igno- 


rance: they deal in a ſort of Witch- 


craft, execrable in moſt people's 
inions, but in mine lamentable. 


Such likewiſe are the books of Ju- 
dicial Aſtrology. How ſay you, 
Father? of Judicial Aſtrology! re- 


ply'd I, with ſome emotion: why 


thoſe are the books that are in 


moſt. eſteem with us in Perſia : 
they 
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they regulate. every: action of, our 
lives, and determine us. in, all our 
. Undextakings : Aſtrologers. are pro- 


perly our Directors; nay. more, 
they ſhare in the Government of 
the State. If it be ſo, reply d he, 

_ you live under a worſe yoke than 
8 Reaſon; 2 il 4 the 
rangeſt Empire? of, all Empires: 
I heartily pity 2. Family, and much 
more a whole Nation, that yields 
itſelf to be ſo tyraniz d over by the 
Planets. To Which I reply'd, We 
make uſe of Aſtrology, e 
of Algebra: every Nation has its 
peculiar Science, according to 
Which it regulates. its Politicks: 
all the Aſtrologers put together ne- 
ver committed ſo many follies in 
Perſia, as one ſingle Algebriſt of 
yours. has dane here. Think you 
that the fortuitous concurrence. of 
the Stars is not as. ſure à rule; to 
30 by, as the fine reaſonings. of 
your. Syſtem- maker? Were the 
voices to be gathered upon this 
ſubject in France. and Perſia, it 
„ \ | would 
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would afford a glorious: field of 
triumph to Aſtrology : you'd ſee 


the Mathematicians Fumbled with a 
vengeance what knock-down. Co- 


rollaries would * dra out againſt 
them? | 

Our difpute was incerrupred, w and 
fo we Ported. 


Pari 26th of Fg Moon 
Rhimazan, 1719. 
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Rica # the ſame. 


THE next time we met, my learn- 


ed conductor led me into a pri- 


vate Cloſet. Theſe, ſaid he, are the 
books of modern Hiſtory: firſt and 


foremoſt behold; the Hiſtorians, of 
the Church and the Popes; Books 
which I read to edify by, but which 


very often have à quite CORSEATY * 
lect — my 
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Vonder are thoſe that have writ 
of the decay of the formidable Ro-— 
man Empire, which ſprung out of 
the ruins of ſo many Monarchies; 
and upon the fall whereof ſo many 
new ones were form'd : an infinite 
number of barbarous Nations, as un- 
known as the Countries they inha- 
bited, ſtarted up on a ſudden, over- 
run it, ravag'd it, pull'd it to pieces, 
and — thoſe Kingdoms which 
you now ſee in Europe properly 
ſpeaking, theſe People were not 
Barbarians, becauſe they were free: 
but they became ſo afterwards, when 
they ſubmitted to an abſolute Power; 
as moſt of em did, and loſt that 
glorious liberty, ſo conformable to 
reaſon, humanity and nature. 
Thoſe there are the Hiſtorians of 
Germany, an Empire which is but 
a faint ſhadow of: the firſt Empire; 
but which, in my opinion, is the 
only power upon Earth that has not 
been weakned by diſunion, nay 
more, the only one that gathers 
Krength in proportion to her _— 
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and which, thoygh flow in improv- 
ing advantages, becomes invincible 
by its defeats... + %% TH IRS 
Here you have the Hiſtorians of 
France, where at firſt you ſee the 
power of the Kings in the Embryoz 
twice they dyeand revive again, then 
for ſeveral ages together you find 
them ina languiſhing condition; but 
inſenſibly gainiagſtrength and accre> 
tion from all parts, at laſt it climbs 
to its utmoſt Pinnacle : like certain 
Rivers which in their courſe loſe 
their Waters, or conceal themſelves 
beneath the Earth; then appearing 
again, and being ſwell'd with the 
acceſſion of other Rivers, they vio- 
lently ſweep away whatever oppo- 
ſes their paſſage. ; 46720 | 
The next I preſent you with is 
the Spaniſh Nation fallying out of 
Mountains: the Mahometan Princes 
as inſenſibly reduced as they had 
rapidly conquer'd: ſo many King- 
doms reunited under one vaſt Mo- 
narchy, which was become _—_ 
3 LES the 


— 


+" 


the a e ha world; 
-DVETC With its falſe 
| lence: ſhe loſt her ſtrength, ab 
ver her neputation, and preſerved 
. the pride uf her ſfirſt 
Tholethere are the Hiſtorizns of 
England, wherem 
inceſtantly riſi "wr of the — 
of diſcord and the Prince 
continually. to m um- 
moveable — an ont 
People, wiſe in the midſt of mad 
neſs, and which being miſtreſs of 
the Sea (a chin; never before heard 
of) intermixes mmerce with Ems 
re. 
98 are che Hiftoriums of 
that other Queen of the Sea, the 
Republick of Holland, fo reſpełted 
in Europe, and ſo formidable in. fa, 
where. her Factors 'bchold * Kings 
Proftraer at their feer. 
_- The HKiſtorians of a fer. be⸗ 
fore your eyes a Nation once Mi- 


* of The . OW n Fave 
to 
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to all other Nations; her Princes 
diſunited and impotent, and having 
no other attribute of Sovereignty 
but an empty Ipeculative Polity. 

See here the Hiſtorians of the 
Republicks; Swiſſerland, the Image 
of libercy ; ; Vi ce, Whoſe whole ſi 
port hes in her .Otconomy 3 defip 
"408, chat has nothing to boat of but 
Her Buildings. 

Here you have thoſe of the North; : 
and anions others Poland, who makes 
fo Ill an uſe of her liberty, and of 
the privilege the has in electing her 
Kings, it looks-as if ſhehad a mind 
thereby to comfort her neighbours 
for the loſs of both. | 


Here we parted, upon promiſe to 
mert again the next day. 


| - Parts; zd of the Moon 
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"THE next day he took me into 
1 another Cloſet. Theſe are the 
Poets, ſaid he, that is to ſay thoſe 
Authors whoſe trade it is to put 
ſhackles upon good ſenſe, and ſmo- 
ther reaſon with heaps of flowers; 


as was the cuſtom formerly to bury 


women beneath their Ornaments 
and fine Cloaths: you know em 


well enough, they are not uncom- 
mon among your Orientals, where 
a hotter Sun ſeems to fire the very 


Imaginations of you. _ 

ere are the Epic Poems. Epic 
Poems! ſays I: what are they? In 
troth, ſays he, I don't know : the Cri- 
tics ſay, there never were but two, 
and that all the reſt that go by that 


name are but counterfeits: this too 
is what I'm equally ignorant of: 


they ſay further, tis impoſſible to 
make 
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make any more of the ſort; which 
is yet more ſurpriſing. 
Here we have the Dramatic Poets, 


which in my opinion are Poets in- 


deed, or rather may be call'd The 
Poets, by way of excellence; they 
are the maſters of the Paſſions : 
there are two ſorts; the Comic, 
which tickle us agreeably, and the 
Tragic which diſturb us, and put 
us into violent agitations. | 
Theſe here are the Lyricks, who 
TI deſpiſe as much as I eſteem the o- 
thers, and who make an harmoni- 
ous extravagance of their Art. 
Next come the Authors of 
Idylliums and Eclogues, which 


pleaſe even the Courtiers by the 


Idea they give them of a certain 
Tranquility which they have not, 
and which they will have to be in- 
herent to the condition of Shep- 
herds. 4 . 
Of all the Authors that we have 
hithei to been turning over, we come 


now to the moſt dangerous; and 


they are your ſharpners of Epigtams ; 
„5 a A 
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A ſort of fine, ſmall dart, which 


makes a deep wound not to be 
reach'd by any medicine. 


Here you ſee the Romancers, a 
ſpecies of Poets, and who {train a- 


like both the 3 of the mind, 


and that of the heart; who ſpend 
their lives in ſeeking after Nature 


and never find her, and who create 


Heroes as unaccountably monſtrous 
as winged Dragons and Hippocen- 
Zaurs. | = 2 

I have ſeen, ſays I, ſome of your 
Romances; and were you to ſec 
ours you would be much more 
ſhock'd at 'em, they are full as un- 
natural, and are over and above ex- 
tremely crampt by our manners: a 
ten years paſſion is requir'd before 
a Lover can ſee ſo much as his Mi- 
ſtreſs's Face: all this while the Au- 
thors are forc'd to entertain the 
Readers with theſe tedious Preli— 
minaries: now it being impoſſible 
to vary the incidents, recourſe is 
had to an artifice, or remedy {till 
worſe than the diſtemper; namely, 


Pro- 


e 


e 


2. = > = mw ad hd 1s 


My 
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not approve of an Enchantreſs 
ST conjuring up Armies out of the 
s Bowels of the Earth; or that one 
ſingle Heroe ſhould deſtroy ano- 
ther Army conſiſting of an hundred 
thouſand Men: yet theſe are our 


rated adventures make us dull, and 
| theſe extravagant Prodigies are per» 


fe&ly ſhocking. 


Paris, 6th of the Moon 
Chalval, 1719. 


Lr rs K XXI. 


Rica zo Ibben, æt Smirna. 


HE Minifters ſucceed each o- 
1 ther, and drive one another out 
like the Seaſons. Within theſe 
_ three years have I ſeen four ſeveral 
changes in the ſyſtem of the Finan- 
ces. In Per ſia and in Turkey the ſub- 
dies are to this day leyy'd in the 
* fame 


Prodigies: I'm well aſſur'd you will 


Romances: theſe inſipid and reite- 
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ſame manner as the Founders of 


thoſe Monarchies us'd to levy them: 


it is far from being ſo here. "Tis 


true, we don't uſe ſo much art in 
this affair as the Europeans: we are 
of opinion, that the difference be- 
tween adminiſtring the Revenues 
of a Prince, and thoſe of a private 
Man, is no more than there is be- 
tween reckoning up a hundred 
rhouſand Tomans, or a hundred. 
But here in this Country there is a 
great deal more of finaſ/e and my- 
ſtery. Great Genius's muſt work 
night and day, and be inceſſantly 
conceiving, and bringing forth with 
pain new projects; muſt hearken to 


the advice of multitudes of people 


that work for em without being 
deſir'd, muſt withdraw and lock 
themſelves in a Cloſet impenetra- 
ble to the great, and rever'd by the 
little; muſt always have their Heads 
fill'd with important ſecrets, mira- 
culous Plans, new Schemes; and 


ſwallowed up in meditation, muſt 


not only be, depriy'd of the uſe of 
= | ſpeech 


1 
; 
N 
f 
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ſpeech, but even ſometimes of good 


manners. | , | 
As ſoon as the late King's eyes 
were clos'd, a new adminiſtration? 


was to be eſtabliſht; affairs were vi- 


ſibly in a bad condition, but how 
to make 'em better was a task they 
knew not how to go about: Peo- 
ple were diſpleas'd at the unlimited 
Authority of the preceding Mini- 


ſters, a reſolution was therefore 
taken to divide the Mimuitrv: to 


this purpoſe fix or ſeven Coun- 
ſels were created: and this Mini- 
ſtry is perhaps that which of all o- 
thers has govern'd France in the 
moſt rational manner. Its dura- 
tion was ſhort, as well as that of 


the benefits it produc'd. 


France at the death of the lacy 


King was a Body labouring under 


a thouſand diſtempers: N * * * 
took her cure in hand, cut away 
the ſuperfluous fleſh, "and apply'd 


ſome topical remedies: but {tilt 


there remain'd an interior malady. 
A foreigner came and undertook? 
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the cure: aſter uſing a great ma- 
ny violent Medicines, he thought 
he had reſtor'd her toa good plight; 
but twas falſe Fat: he only bloated 
her. 


poverty; and ſuch as had not bread 
to eat, now wallow in Riches. Ne- 
ver were theſe two extremes ſo 
contiguous before. This Foreigner 
has turn'd the State, as a Taylor 
turns an old Coat; what was un- 


dermoſt he made uppermoſt, and 


what was uppermoſt he puts under- 
moſt. The unexpected Fortunes 
that have been made! incredible 


even to thoſe that poſſeſs em! The 
Almighty did not with more rapi- 


dity create men out of nothing. 


How many Footmen are now ſerv'd 
by their Fellow ſervants, and per- 


. haps to-morrow by their Maſters! 


This oftentimes occaſions odd 


accidents. Footmen that had made 
their fortunes in the lait Reign 


now bragg of their Birth: they 
9 55 beſtow 


They that were rich Men ſix 
months ago, are now fallen into 


Perfian Letters. "gy 


beſtow upon thoſe that have jull 


laid aſide their Livery, the ſame 


contempt themſelves were in fix 
months before; they make a noiſe, 
that Gentility is utterly undone, 


and there's nothing but confuſion 


in the State: all diſtinction at an 
end! no reſpect paid to Men of 


Rank! none but Upſtarts to be ſeen! 
ſprung up in a night like Mu- 


ſhrooms! I doubt not but theſe 


latter will take their full revenge 


upon thoſe that come after them ; 


and that in thirty years time theſe 


Men of quality will make no little 
noiſe. | 


: Paris, the 1/t of the Moon 


Zilcade, 1720. 
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LsTI TEA CXXXIII. 
Rica to the ſame. 


_ a great example of con- 
jugal Love, not only in a Wo- 
man, but ina Queen. 'The Queen 
of Sweden being reſolv'd to make 
the Prince her Husband a partner 
in the Throne, in order to remove 
all difficulties, has ſent to the States 
a declaration, whereby ſhe deſiſts 
from all pretenſions to the Regency, 
provided they will ele& him their 
King. a 

Sixty years ago or thereabouts, 
another Queen, whoſe name was 
Chriſtina, abdicated the Crown, 
that ſo ſhe might entirely give her 
{elf up to Philoſophy. I know not 
which of theſe two examples we 
are to admire moſt. 

Though I am ſufficiently ſatisfied 
that every individual ought to ſtick 
to the ſtation where Nature has 


plac'd him; and can by no means 


CON1- 
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commend ſuch as, finding them- 
ſelves reduc'd, quit their poſts by 
a kind of deſertion; yet am I won- 
derfully pleas'd with the greatneſs 
of Soul of theſe two Princeſſes 
and to ſee the Mind of the one, 
and the Heart of the other ſo much 


ſuperior to their fortune. Chriſtina 


apply'd her ſelf to Speculation, at 
a time when others think of no- 
thing but Pleaſure: and the other 
thinks no Pleaſure equal to that of 
placing her whole happineſs in the 
hands of her Auguſt Spoule. . 


Paris, 27th of the Moon | 
 Mah«arram, 1720. 


L ET TER H 
Rica 70 Usbek. | 


7 


1 now baniſh'd to a little Town 
call'd Portoife..-* The Council haves 
2 * 1 


| HE Parliament of Paris is juſt 
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ſent to 'em, to regiſter a Declara- 
tion which diſhonours them; and 
they have regiſter'd it in ſuch a 
manner as diſhonours the Coun- 
cil. 

Some other Parliaments of the 
Kingdom are threatned with the 
like treatment. : 
Parliaments are always odious : 
they never approach the King,. but 
to tell him diſagreeable truths : 
and whilſt a croud of Courtiers are 
continually repreſenting to him a 
People happy under his Govern- 
ment; theſe come and contradict 
the flattery, and throw at the foot 
of the Throne the groans and tears 
committed to their charge. 

'Tis a heavy burthen, my dear 
Usbek,. that of Truth, when it muſt. 
be carried up to Princes: who ought 
to conſider, that they who do it 
axe conſtrain'd thereto; and that 

they would never be prevail'd up- 
on to do a thing fo melancholy, 
and fo afflicting to thoſe who do it, 
| were 


duty, their reſpect, and even their 
— 


Paris, the 21/t of the Moon 
. Gemmadl 1, 1720. 


— 


LETTER CXXXV. 
Rica 7 Usbek. 


-TOward the end of the week I 
will come and ſee the; O how: 


agreeably will the hours ſlide away 


in thy converſation ! 
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were they not oblig'd to it by their 


Not long ago I was introduc'd 
to a Court-Lady, who had a mind 


to ſee my outlandiſn figure. I found 


her beautiful, worthy of the Re- 


gards of our Monarch, and of hold- 


ing an Auguſt Rank in the ſacred 


lace where his heart repoſeth. 


She ask'd me a thouſand: que=-- 


{tions about Per/ia, and what man- 


ner of life the Perſian Women led: 


L found that the Seraglio was not 
What. 
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what ſhe liked, and that ſhe diſap- 
prov'd of one man's being divided 
between ten or . twelve women. 
She could not without envy behotd 
the happineſs of the one, nor with- 
out pity the condition of the o- 
thers. As ſhe lov'd reading, eſpe- 
cially the Poets and Romances, ſhe 
deſir'd me to give her ſome account 
of ours: what J ſaid of them re- 
doubled her curiofity : ſhe begg'd 
1 would tranſlate for her a frag- 
ment of ſome of thoſe which 1 
had brought along with me. I did 
{o, and ſome days after ſent her a 
Perſian Tale: perhaps thou wilt 
not be diipleas'd to ſee it in this 
diſguiſe. 15 
- In the days of Cheik-Ali-Gan, 
there liv'd a woman in Per/ia, whoſe 
name was Zulema, ſhe could repeat 
the whole Alcoran from one end 
to the other: there was not a Der- 
viſe that better underſtood the tra- 
ditions of the Holy Prophets: there 
was nothing ſo myſterious in the 
Arabian Doctors, which we-did not 
. 1 fully 
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Fully comprehend the meaning of: 


and to this knowledge was added 


a ſprightlineſs of wit, which made 
it difficult to gueſs whether ſhe 
meant to amuſe or inſtruct thoſe ſhe 
convers'd with. 5 | 
One day being with her compa- 
nions, in an apartment of the Se- 
raglio; one of 'em ask'd her what 
ſhe thought of a future ſtate? and 
whether ſhe believ'd that ancient 
tradition of our Doctors, that Pa- 
radiſe is for none but Men. 
Ir is the vulgar Opinion, ſays 
ſhe to them; there has been no 
ſtone unturn'd to degrade our ſex : 
nay there's a Nation, diſpers'd 
throughout all Aa, call'd the 
Fewiſh Nation, who aſſert from 
the Authority of their ſacred Books, 
that we women have no Souls. 
- 'Theſe injurious opinions have no 
other foundation, bur the pride of 
men, who are for extending their Su- 
periority, even beyond the limits of 
Life; never conſidering that, in the 
Great Day, all Creatures ſhall ap- 
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pear before God, and ſeem as no- 
thing: nor will there be among 
them any other diſtinction or = 
rogative, but what ſhall ariſe from 
Virtue. 

| God will not be limited in his 
rewards: and as the men that have 
liv'd well, and have made right 
uſe of the power they have over us 
here below, will in Paradiſe be 
repleniſhed with celeſtial and ra- 
viſhing Beauties, and ſuch as if a 


mortal had beheld 'em, he would 
have given himſelf immediate death 


to come at 'em: ſo in like manner 
ſhall virtuous women go into a 
lace of Delights, where they fhall 
be inebriated with full draughts of 
Pleaſure, in company of thoſe di- 


vine men, who ſhall be ſubjected 


unto them: each woman ſhall have 
a Seraglio, wherein the men ſhall 


be ſhut up, and Eunuchs far more 


truſty than ours to look after them. 
I have read, added ſhe, in an 
Arabian Book, of a certain man 
nam'd Ibrabim, who was infupport- 
| ably 
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ably jealous: he had twelve wives, 
all exceeding beautiful, whom he 
us'd after a very ſevere manner: he 


almoſt. always kept them under 
Lock and Key in their Chamber, 
where they could neither ſee Him, 
nor ſpeak to one another; for he 
was cyen jealous of an innocent 


friendſhip: all his actions had a. 


taint of his natural brutality : no 
kind word ever iſſu'd out of his 
mouth; and never did he make the 
leaſt ſign with his hand, or the 
leaſt nod with his head, which 


did not add ſomething to the rigour 


of their ſlavery. 
One day,. that they were all to- 


gether in the Hall of the Seraglio, 
one of em, bolder than the reſt, 


upbraided kim for his ill-nature. 
Says ſhe to him, When people ſtudy. 
ſo much to make — — dread- 
ed, tis a ſure ſign they have done 
ſomething for which they know 
they're hated: we live ſo very un- 
happy, that we can't help deſiring a 


change: others, in my place, would 
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wiſh your death; I only wiſh my 
own. This Speech, which ought 
to have ſoften'd him, put him into 
a violent rage; he drew his Dag- 
ger, and bury'd it in her Boſom. 
My dear companions, ſaid ſhe with 
a dying voice, if Heaven has pity 
of my Virtue, you will be reveng'd: 
ſaying thus, ſhe left this worthleſs 
world, to go to the Manſions ot 
Delight, where ſuch women as have 
paſt a well-ſpent life enjoy a Bliſs 
which 1s continually renewing. 

The firſt thing the ſaw was a 
ſmiling meadow, whole verdure 
was enamel'd with variety of the 
livelieſt and moſt fragrant flowers: 
a brook, whole ſtream, more tranſ- 

arent than Cryſtal, made its way 

thro” infinite turnings and windings : 

afterwards ſhe enter'd into thoſe 

charming bowers, whoſe filence 

was only interrupted with the 

bg melodious warbling of birds : then 

$ fpacious gardens preſented them- 

® ſelves to her view: Nature had a- 

= dorn'd them with her ſimplicity, 
4 7 | and 
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and the utmoſt magnificence: then 
ſhe proceeded to a ſtately Palace 


prepar'd for her, crowded with 


heavenly men, that were deſtin'd 
for her delight. 
T' wo of theſe immediately began 
to undreſs her: others put her into 
the Bath, and perfum'd her all over 
with the moiſt delicious eſſences : 
then they preſented her with a ha- 
bit infinitely richer than her own: 
afterwards they led her into a ſpa- 
cious Hall, where ſhe found a fire 
made with Aromatic Woods, and 
a table ſpread with the moſt ex- 


to conſpire to tranſport her ſenſes : 
on the one hand was heard Muſic, 
ſo much the more divine, as it was 
ſoft: on the other, ſhe beheld no- 
thing but the dances of thoſe di- 
vine men, whole ſole buſineſs was 
to pleaſure Her. Vet as thoſe Plea- 
ſures were only in order to lead her 
inſenſibly to others far greater: ſhe 
was conducted into a Chamber, and 
after once more uncloathing 9 
| 8 
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the was laid on a rich Bed, where 
two men, inexpreſſibly handſome, 
receiv'd her in their arms. Here 
the was intoxicated, and her ecſta- 
ſies exceeded even her defires. I 
am quite beſides my ſelf, ſays ſhe 
to them; I believe I ſhould die, 
were I not aſſur'd of my immorta- 
lity : 'tis too much; let me go; I 


am convulſt with the violent delight. 


So; 'tis done; vou now reſtore a 
little Calm to my ſenſes; I begin 
to breathe, and come again to my 


(elf. . . . why have they taken 
away the Lights? why may I not 
now ſurvey your divine beauty! 


Why may I not ſee. . .. but to 
what purpoſe? You again throw 
me back into my firſt tranſports. 
O ye Gods, how amiable is this 
Darkneſs! what, ſhall I be immor- 
tal? and with you too! I ſhall... 
no . . I ask your pardon, Gentle- 
men; for I plainly ſee you will not 
ask mine. . 
After many reiterated commands, 
ſhe was obey' d: but not till ſhe 
was 


Th 
=2 
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was ſeriouſly reſoly'd ſo to be: ſhe 
repos'd her ſelf in a languiſhing 


manner, and ſlumber'd in their arms. 


Two moments Reſt repair'd her 
Faintneſs : ſhe receiv'd two kiſſes 
which of a ſudden re-inflam'd her, 
and caus'd her to open her eyes. 
I am uneaſy, ſays ſhe; I'm afraid 
you ceaſe to love me. This was 
a Doubt wherein ſhe reſolv'd not 
long to continue: whereupon they 
gave her all the ſatisfaction ſhe 
could wiſh : I am undeceiv'd, ſaid 
ſhe; I cry ye mercy : I can de- 
pend upon you: you ſpeak not one 


word to me; but your actions 1 


like better than any thing you could 
fay. Les, yes, I frankly own, ne- 


ver was love like yours: but how! 


you both contend for the honour 


of perſuading me? ah ! if you thus 
contend, if you. join ambition to the 


pleaſure of my overthrow, I am un- 


done: you'll both remain Conque- 
rors, and only I be conquered : bur. 


you ſhall purchaſe the Victory very 


dear. 
| This, 


e 
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This Scene was interrupted by 
nothing bur the Day-light: her 
taithful lovely Domeſtics came in- 
to her Chamber, and rais'd theſe 
two young men, who were led by 
two old ones to the reſpective pla- 
ces where they were kept for plea- 
ſure. She afterwards got up, and 
at firſt ſhew'd her ſelf to that ido- 
latrous Court, in all the Charms 
of a plain Undreſs, and afterwards 
cloath'd in the moſt ſumptuous Or- 
naments. This Night had burniſn'd 
her Beauty : it had given lite to 
her Complexion, and expreſſion to 
her Graces. All the day was ſpent 
in Dances, Conſorts, Banquets, 
 Gamings, and the like: and 'twas 
obſerv'd, that Anais ſtole away from 
time to time, and flew to her two 
young Heroes; after ſome precious 
moments of converſe, ſhe return'd 
to the company ſhe had quitted, 
always with 1 countenance 
than before. To cut ſhort, towards 
the evening they loſt her for good 
and all; ſhe went and ſhut her ſelf 

=”. - up 


Perſian Letters. 247 


,np in the Seraglio, whither ſhe. 
told them ſhe would go and con- 
tract Acquaintance with thoſe im- 
mortal Captives, who were to live 
for ever with her; ſhe therefore 
viſited the moſt retir'd, and the moſt 
charming apartments of the place, 
where ſhe reckoned up fifty Slaves 
miraculouſly beautiful: ſhe ſtray'd 
all night from Chamber to Cham- 
ber, every where receiving their ho- 
mage, always different, and always 
the ſame. | „ 

Thus you ſec how the immortal 
Andis paſs'd her life; ſometimes a- 
midſt the ſplendid pleaſures, ſome- 
times amidſt the ſolitary; either 
admir'd by a ſhining company, or 
elſe careſs'd by a Lover dillractediy 
fond of her: oftentimes ſhe would 
forſake the enchanted Palace, and 
remove into a Sylyan Grotto : the 


flowers ſeem'd to grow from every 


ſtep. ſhe took; and the Loves and 
Sports preſented themſelves in 
crowds to meet her on the way. 
More than eight days ſhe continu'd 
1 5 in 
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in this happy abode; and all that 
while, being continually beſide her 
ſelf, ſhe had not made the leaſt re- 
Hexion: ſhe had enjoy'd her happi- 
neſs without knowing it, or with- 
out having had ſo much as one of 
thole quiet moments wherein the 


Soul does as it were call her ſelf 


to account, and gives itſelf audi- 
ence amidſt the filence of the Paſ- 


ſions. 


The Bleſt have Pleaſures ſo 


ſtrong, that they rarely can enjoy 


this liberty of the mind: hence it 
is, that being irreclaimably attacht 
to preſent objects, they intirely loſe 
the memory of things paſt; and re- 
tain no longer any regard to what 
they knew or lov'd in the other 
world. | | 
But Anais, whole mind was 
wy philoſophical, had paſs'd al- 
moſt her whole Life in medita- 


tion: ſhe had carry'd her reflexions 
much further, than one would 
have expected from a woman left 
to her ſelf. The auſtere retreat 

Which 
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which her husband had confin'd 
her to, had procur'd her no other 
advantage but this: *twas this force 


and ſtrength of mind, which had 


made her ſlight the fear her Com- 
panions were {truck with; and de- 
{piſe Death, which was to end her 
Sufferings, and begin her Feli- 
City, I . 
Thus by little and little ſhe 
waded out of the ebriety of Plea- 
ſure, and lockt her ſelf up, alone, 
in an apartment of her Palace. She 
gave a looſe to pleaſing reflections 
upon her paſt condition, and her pre- 
ſent happineſs: the could not for- 


bear pitying the misfortune of her 
Companions : 'tis natural to com 


paſſionate the pains we our ſelves 
have paſs'd through. Andis kept 
not within the bare bounds of Com- 
paſſion; being mov'd with tender- 
neſs towards thoſe unhappy Crea- 
tures, ſhe found her ſelf inclin'd to 
c 


She order'd one of thoſe youn 


Men that were about her, to al- 
| ſume 
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ſume the. ſhape of her Husband ; 
Me bad him go to the Seraglio, 
ſeize it, turn him out of it, and con- 
tinue there in his Place till ſuch time 
as ſhe recall'd him. 
The execution was ſpeedy ; he 
cut the Air; arriv'd at the Gate 
of the Seraglio, but {brahim was 
not there. He knocks; the Doors 
fly open; the Eunuchs proſtrate 
themſelves at his Feet: he hurries 
to the Apartments where /brahim's 
women were ſhut up: he had be- 
fore taken the 'Keys out of the 
Pocket of that jealous-pated wretch, 
to whom he had made himſelf in- 
viſible. He goes in; he much ſur- 
prizes 'em with his mild and affable. 
Air, and yet more with his Fond- 
neſs, and the rapidity of his Careſſes: 
they were all equally aſtoniſh'd at 
his performances, and would have 
taken it for a Dream, had there 
been leſs of reality in it. 
Whilſt theſe new ſcenes were 
playing in the Seraglio ; Ibrahim 
knocks, names himſelf to them, 
_ ſtorms 


1 


now remains 
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ſtorms and makes a Clamour : after 
he had gone through a world of 
difficulties, he enters, and puts the 
Eunuchs into a terrible diſorder : 
he fetches large ſtrides : but ſtarts. 


back, and falls as from the clouds 


when he ſecs the falſe [brahim, his 
real Image, injoying all the liber- 
ties of a Maſter. He calls out for 
help: he bids the Eunuchs aſſiſt 
him in killing that Impoſtor; but 
he is not __ : there's nothing 
ut one remedy, and 

that a very poor one, which is, to 
refer it to the Judgment of his wo- 
J | 
In the ſpace of an Hour the falſe 
Ibrahim had corrupted all his Judges : 
the other 1s driven away, and ig- 
nominiouſly dragged out of the Se- 
raglio; and had receiv'd a thouſand 
Deaths, had not his Rival order'd, 
his Life to be ſpar'd : at length the 
new Ibrahim remaining Maſter - of 


the Field of Battle, ſhew'd himſelf 


more and more nr of the choice 
they had made, and ſignalized hir- 
; For. II. M ſelf 
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ſelf by miracles till then unknown. 


-You are not like [brahim, ſaid the 
women. He 1s not like me, you 
mean, cries the triumphant Ibrahim. 
What muſt a man do. to proye 
himſelf yours, if what I do ſuffices 
mar 7r-- -- 

Far be it from us to doubt it, 
ſay the women. If you are not 
Ibrahim, we are fatisfy'd you have 
well deſerv'd to be him: you are 
more our Spoule in one Day, than 


he has been in the courſe of ten 
Years. Then you'll give me your 


word, cry'd he, that you'll declare 
your ſelves in my favour, againſt 
that Impoſtor. We do, we do, 
ſaid they, with one voice; we'll 
take an Oath of everlaſting fidelity 
to you : we have been but too long 


abus'd : the old Rogue did not at 


all ſuſpect our virtue; he only ſu- 
ſpected his own inability; we 
plainly ſee, that Men are other- 
gueſs Creatures than he: no, no, 
tis you they are like: O, could 
you but know how much you 

5 make 
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make us hate him. Well, I'll 
give you cauſe more and more 
to hate him, reply'd the falſe 
Ibrahim you don't yet know how 
much he has wrong'd you. We 
judge of his injuſtice by the great- 
neſs of our revenge, cry'd they. 
Ves, ſays the Divine Man, you're 
in the right; I proportion'd the ex- 
piation to the crime; I'm mighty 
glad my way of puniſhing has 
pleas'd you. But, ſaid they, ſup- 
poſe this Impoſtor ſhould return; 
what ſhall we do then? I believe, 
' anſwer'd he, twould be a hard 


matter for him to deceive you in 


the part I have acted : 'tis a Place 
hardly to be — by artifice; 
and beſides, I'll ſend him packin 
ſo far, you ſhall never more hear o 
him : then will I take your happi- 
neſs into my care; you ſhall not 
find Me jealous, I ſhall know how 
to be ſecure of you without con- 
fining you; I have too good an 


opinion of my own merit, to think 


you will prove falſe to me: if you 
1 4 are 
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are not virtuous with me, with 
whom will you be ſo ? This con- 
verſation laſled {ome time between 
kim and thoſe women, who being 
more pleas'd with the difference of 
the two /brahims than their reſem- 
blance, did not concern themſelves 
ſo much about having theſe myſte- 
ries cleared up to them. At length 
the Husband at his wit's end re- 
rurns once more upon them, to in- 
terrupt their pleaſures : he found 
the whole Houſe ſwimming with 
joy, and the women more incre- 
dulous than ever. Twas no place 
for a jealous Man : out he goes in 
a rage, and a moment after the falſe 
Ibrahim follows him, lays hold on 
him, tranſports him through the 
Air, and leaves him four hundred 
Leagues from the Place. 

O Gods, in what affliction were 
theſe women by the abſence of their 
dear Ibrahim? Already had their Eu- 
nuchs reaſſum'd their natural Seve- 
rity : the whole Houſe was in tears: 
fometimes they imagin'd, all __ 

ha 
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tad happen'd to 'em was nothing 
but a Dream: they look'd at each o- 


ther: and recall'd to mind the mi- 


nuteſt circumſtances of theſe won- 
derful Adventures. At laſt /brahim 


returns to 'em more amiable than 


before: it ſeem'd to them as if his 
Voyage had not been in the leaſt 
laborious: the new Maſter behav'd 
ſo different from the other, he ſur- 
priz'd the whole Neighbourhood. 
He turn'd away all his Eunuchs 
made his Houle free to every body 
he wou'd not ſuffer his women to 

much as to be veil'd ; *twas a thing 
entirely new to ſee Them at public 
Entertainments amongſt the men, 
and as free as they. Ibrahim believ'd, 
with reaſon, that the cuſtoms of 
the Country were not for ſuch Ci- 


tizens as he. Mean-while he ſpar'd 


for no expence, he made the Eſtate 
fly; inſomuch that the jealous 7- 
 brahim returning three Years after- 
wards from foreign Countries, whi- 
ther he had been carry'd, found 
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nothing left but his Wives, and fix 
and thirty Children. . 


Paris, the 26!1h of the Moon 
Gemmadi 1, 1720. 


n 
8 n TT 


n. 11 


LETTER CXXXVI. 
Rica 70 Usbek, 
| NCLOS'D is a Letter I re- 


ceiv*d yeſterday from a Virtuoſo: 
it will appear to thee to bea pretty 
odd one. | 


SIR, 
1 X months. ago I took poſſeſſion of 

an Eſtate which an Uncle of mine, 
à very rich Man, left me. No leſs 
than five hundred thouſand Livres, 
and a Houſe gloriouſiy furniſh'd. There's 
a. pleaſure in having an Eſtate when a 
Man knows how to make a right Uſe 
f it. I am without ambition; nor 
have 1 a taſie for pleaſure I am al- 
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moſt continually Jockt up in a Cloſet, | 


where I live the life of a Virtuoſo z 
here you may find a curious Lover of 
venerable Antiquity. 


Nen my Uncle bad breath'd bis 
taft, I would have interr'd him accor- © 
ding to the Ceremonies obſerv'd by the 


ancient Greeks aud Romans: but. at 


that time I had no Lachrymatories, 20 


Urns, no antic Lamps. 


But ] have fince fully furniſh'd * | 


ſelf with thoſe valuable Rarities: 


few Days ago I ſold a whole 22 


of Plate, to punchaſè an Earthen Lamp 


that belong'd to a Stoick Philoſopher. 
T parted with all the Peer-Glaſſes and 


Sconres, ' with which almoſt all the 


Walls of my Uncle's Apartments were 
cover d, in exchange for a ſinall Pocket 


Looking-Glaſs, ſomewhat crackt, which 


Virgil heretofore made uſe of : 1 am 
charm'd when I behold my own Fi- 
gure repreſented, inſtead of that of the 


Mantuan Swan. More than this: 1 
have purchas'd for a hundred Louis- © 
ores five or ſix Pieces of Copper- 


Money that were currant two thouſand 


M 4 . Years 
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Years ago: 1 don't know at preſent 
that I have in my whole Houſe ſo 
much as one Moveable, but what was 


made before the declenſion of the Em- 


pire. I have a Casket of invaluable 
Manuſcripts : though 1 almoſt ſtrain 
my Eyes out of my Head to read them, 
had much rather peruſe Them than 


the Printed Copies, which are not ſo 


correct, and which every body is poſ- 
ſeſsd of. Though I never flir abroad, 
get have I a moſ inordinat e Paſſion 


to know the Roman HFHigh-ways. 


There is a Cauſey not far from me, 
that was made about twelve hundred 
Years ago by a Proconſul of Gaul : 
whenever 1 go to my Country Houſe, 
1 never fail to go that way, though 
it's three miles about, and very rugged : 
but what makes me mad is, that they 
have put up wooden Poſts from place 
to place, to mark out the diſtance of 
the Neighbouring Towns : I am out 
of my wits, to ſee ſuch wretched In- 


dices, inſtead of Military Columns 


which ſtood there in ancient times : 
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replac'd by my Heirs, and engage em 
fo do it when 1 come to make my Will. 
If you have, Sir, ſuch a thing as a 
Perſian Manuſcript, you will do me 
a ſingular Pleaſure to accommodate me 
with it you ſhall have what Price 
you'll pleaſe to put upon it; I will 
preſent you, into the bargain, with 
ſome of my own Performances,  where- 
by you'll ſee I am no uſeleſs member 
of the Republick of Letters : you will 


there find, among other things, a Diſ- 


ſertation, wherein I prove, that the 
Grown which us'd to be worn in Tri- 
umphs, was of Oak-leaves, not Lau- 
rel. You will likewiſe admire another, 
wherein I prove, by learned conjectures 
drawn from the graveſt Greek Au- 
thors, that Cambyſes was wounded 
in the Left Legg, not the Right : ano- 
ther, wherein ] prove, that a low 
Forehead was eſteem'd a ſingular Beau- 
ty among the Romans. I will lie- 
wiſe ſend you a Volume in Quarto by 
way of Explication of one Verſe of the 
Sixth Book of Virgil's /Eneids : all 
theſe you can't have yet ſo at pre- 
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, ſent I ſhall only ſend you a fragment 
: of an ancient Greek Mythologiſt, which 
| | never to this day was mad? publick; 
5 

J 


and which I found among the rubbiſh 
Fa certain Library. I am called a- 
way upon an important buſineſs which 


1 ¶ have upon my Hands. It is to re- 

b ſtore a fine Paſſage of Pliny the Na- 

i turaliſt, which the Tranſcribers of the 
| Fifth Age have monſtrouſiy disfigured. 

| . | 5 


| | £RAGMENT of an Ancient 
My THOLOGIST. 


N an Iſiand near the Orcades, 
there was born a Male-child, who 
had to his Father Aolus God of the 
Minds, and for his Mother a Nymph 
of Caledonia. ig ſaid that he 
leant of himſelf to count with his 
Fingers; and when he was but four 
years old would ſo perfectly diſtinguiſh 
Metals, that his Mother one Day giv- 
ing him à Braſs Ring inſtead of a Gold 
one, 


45 
45 
. 
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one, he diſcover' d the Cheat, and threw * 


it away. 


I hen he was grown up, bis Fas © 


ther taught him the ſecret of incloſing 


the Winds in a Leather Bottle, which' | 


he afterwards ſold to Sea-men and o- 
thers that had occaſion for em but 


this being a Commodity not much e- 


ſteem'd in his Country, he quitted it, 


and went and roam'd about the world | 


in company with the blind God of 
Chance. 


He was inform's in his Travels, 


that Bœtica was a Country full of 
Gold : this made him haſten thither as 
Faſt as he could. Ie met with a very 
| co reception from Saturn then reign- 
* but that God forſaking the Earth, 


b took it in his head to g0 into all the | 
Croſ5-ways, where he never ceas'd 


hawling out in a hoarſe, decp-mouth'd 
Baſs; People of Bœtica, you fancy 


your ſelves to be Rich, becauſe you 
have Gold and Silver : 1 pity your mi- 


ſtake : be ru['d by me; quit the vile 
Droſs, and come into the Empire of 


Imagination, where you ſhall meet with 


Riches * 
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Riches that will ſurprize even You. 
And then he open'd a good many of his 
Leather Bottles, and diſtributed his 
Merchandize to as many as defir'd 
. 

Next Day he return'd again to the 
ſame Place, and roar'd out : People of 
Beetica, have you a mind to be Rich? 
Do but fancy me to be ſo, and that 
ou are ſo too only take it into your 
heads every Morning, that your For- 
tune was doubled during the Night; 
then get out of your Beds, and if you 
have any Creditors, go and pay them 
with this imaginary Coin, and bid 
them go and ſet their Imaginations at 
work, as you have done. 

Some Days afterwards he comes a- 
gain, and thus accoſts them; People of | 
Beetica, I find your Imagination is not 
ſo ſtrong as it was at firſt : let mine 
be your Guide I will every Morning 
ſet before your Eyes a Scroll that ſhall 
be to you a Spring of Wealth : it con- 
fiſts but of four words; but they ſhall 
be to the purpoſe ; for they ſhall regu- 
late your Daughters Portions, xt 

ons 
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Sons Fortunes, the Number of your 


Domeſticks ; and as for you, ſays he, 


to thoſe that were neareſt to him; as 
for you, my Dear Children, I may 


call you by that Name,. for you owe 
to me a ſecond Birth; my Scroll will 
determine the Magnificence of your 
Equipages, the Sumptuoſity of your 
Publick Entertainments, the Number 


and Stipends of your reſpetive Mi- 


fireſſes. 


Some Days after this he comes to 
the ſame Place again, quite out of 


Breath, and in a tranſport of Paſſion 


cry'd out People of Bœtica, I be- 
fore counſel'd you to Imagine, and you 
would not; I now Command you to do 
it. Here he left them abruptly ; but, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, return'd again 
underſtand that ſome among you are 
ſo deteſiable as to preſerve your Gold 
and Silver; as for the Silver, no mat- 
ter; but for the Gold.... . he Gold 
... . .a0? tis that raiſes my Indigna- 


tion. . . .! ſwear by theſe ſacred Bot- 


tles, that if they do not come and bring 
it me, Iwill ſeverely puniſh em. then 


be 
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he added, with an Air perfectly per- 
ſua ſive, Do you think it is 10 keep theſe 
vile Metals, that I ast them of you? 
No; and for a Mark of my fincerity, 
when you brought them to me the other 
Day, did I not immediately return you 
one Half of them? 

Next Day he was diſcover'd at a 
diſtance, inſinuating himſelf with a 
ſmooth and flattering Speech People 
of Boetica, I am inform'd that part 
F your Effects is in foreign Countries : 
pray ſend for them; I beg you wou'd 
bring them to me, and I ſhall be for e- 
ver thankful to you for the Favour.” 

The Son of {Kolus talk'd to People 
who had no great ſtomach to laugh, 
and yet they could not forbear it; which 
confounded him not a little : but again 
taking heart he ventured one more ſmall 
Petition: I know that you have Jewels : 
in the Name of Jupiter, away with 
thoſe Jewels; nothing is more impo- 
veriſhing than ſuch traſh ; away with 
em, I ſay; delay not a moment to 
part with them; if you can't do it 
your Men, PU help you to Men of un- 

derftanding 
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derſtanding that ſhall do it for you : 
oh ! what flouds of wealth will come 


pouring in upon you, if you but take 


my Advice. yes, I promiſe you, and 
ou may depend upon it, the pureſt, 


the moſt refin'd Treaſure in all theſe 


Bottles ſhall be yours. 


At laft he got upon a Joint- tool, | 


and with a more aſſur d' Voice he tells 
them People of Boetica, 7 have com- 
par'd the happy condition you are now 
in with that in which I found you 
when I came hither : you are now the 
Richeſt people on the face of the earth : 


but, to compleat your Fortune, per- 


mit me to tate from you a Moiety of 


your Eſtates. At theſe words ſuddenly 
the Son of Aolus flew away, and 


left his Auditors in an inexpreſſible con- 
ſternation ;- which made him return a- 


gain the next Day, and thus he ſpote- 


J yeſterday perceiv'd that my Diſcourſe 
diſpleas'd you exceedingly. Well, let 


that go for nothing : lis true, a Moi- 


ety is too much other expedients muſs 


be found out to compaſs the drift of my 
deſigns ; let us bring all our Riches to 


one 
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one and the ſame place this we may 
eaſily do; they are not very bulky : and 
immediately three fourths of them va- 
niſh'd quite out of fight. Ne 


Paris, 9th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1720. 


* 


LETTER CXXXVII. 
Rica 70 Nathaniel Levi, a Jeu 
Phyſician at Leghorn. 


HOU askeſt me what I think 

of the Virtue of Amulets, and 

of the power of Taliſmans. Why 
doſt thou. enquire of me? thou art 
a Jew, and I a Mahometan; that is, 
we are both of us not a little cre- 
dulous. = = 
I always bear about me more 
than two thouſand paſſages of the 
Holy Alcoran; round each of my 
arms is faſtned a ſmall packet, where- 


in are written the names of above 


two hundred Derviſes: thoſe of Ali, 
| | Fatima, 
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Fatima, and all the pure ones, are 
concealed in above twenty places of 
my cloaths. 


And yet, I have never the worſe 


opinion of thoſe, who deny the 
virtue that we attribute to certain 
words : it is a much harder task 
for us to anſwer their Arguments, 
than it is for them to aniwer our 
Experiments. I wear about me 
theſe ſacred Relicks for cuſtom 
| fake, and to conform to the gene- 
ral Practice: I believe that if they 
have no more virtue in them than 
the Rings and other Ornaments we 
wear for ſhow, ſo neither have they 
leſs; but thou putteſt thy whole 
confidence in certain myſteriousLet- 
ters; and without this ſafeguard 


thou would'ſt be in continual ap- 


prehenſion. 

Mien are very unhappy : they do 

nothing but fluctuate between Falſe 

Hopes and Ridiculous Fears : and 

inſtead of reſting upon Reaſon, they 

create to themſelves Monſters that 
{care 
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ſcare them, or Phantoms that miſ- 
lead them. . 
W hat effect would'ſt thou have 
the marſhalling of certain Letters 
to produce? and what effect doſt 
thou expect from putting the ſame 
out of order? What relation do 
they bear to the Winds, that they 
ſhould lay a Storm; what to Gun- 
powder, to damp the force there- 
of; what relation have they to what 
the Phyſicians call the peccant hu- 
mour and the Morbific cauſe of 
Maladies, in order to their cure ? 

The cream of the Jeſt is, that 
thoſe very people who fatigue their 
Reaſon ro find a reference between 
certain Events and occult Virtues, 
have no leſs difficulty to hinder 
themſelves from ſeeing the true 
cauſe thereof. 

Thou wilt tell me that Sorcery 
has occaſioned the winning of a 
Battle : and I tell thee, thar thou 
muſt wink very hard, not to find 
in the ſituation of the ground, in 
the number or courage of the Sol- 

diers, 


- 
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diers, in the experience of the Cap- 
tains, ſufficient cauſes for producing 
that effect, of which thou art re- 
ſolved not to ſee the cauſe. 


I'll ſuppoſe for once there is ſuch 


a thing as Witchcraft : and do you 
in your turn for once ſuppoſe there 
is no ſuch thing: for that's not im- 

{ible : this conceſſion which thou 
makeſt me, hinders not two Armies 
from fighting : wilt thou in that 
caſe have it that neither of theſe 
two can win the victory? Doſt 
thou believe that their Fate w1ll re- 


main uncertain, till ſome inviſible: 


power comes to determine it? that 


ineffectual, and all courage unſer- 
viceable? | 


Thinkeſt thou that Death, in ſo 


many hideous ſhapes, cannot pro- 


duce in the minds of men thoſe pa- 


nick terrors which thou art at ſuch 


a lols to account for? Wilt thou 


have it, that in an Army of an hun- 
dred thouſand men, there cannot 


poſſibly be one Coward ? TR | 
| C | 


der ſhot ſhall be loſt, all prudence 
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eſt thou that this man's heart miſ- 
giving him may not produce the 
ike in another; and that the ſe- 
cond, deſerting a third, may not 
ſoon occaſion him to abandon a 
fourth ? There needs no more than 
this, and deſpair of conquering thall W 
ſeize at once a whole Army; and 
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0 the more numerous it is, ſo much 
Ji the eaſier may this happen. 

1 Every body knows, and every 
+ body feels, that men, like all other 
A creatures who tend to preſerve their 


being, are paſſionately fond of life. 
This is notorious in general: and 
ſhall we enquire wherefore, upon a 
particular occaſion, they are afraid 
of loſing it? 
Though the ſacred Books of all 
Nations are filled with thoſe panie 
or ſupernatural terrors, I do not 
think there is any thing ſo trifling : 
becauſe before we can be aſſured 
that an effect, which may be- pro- 
duc'd by a hundred thouſand na- 
tural Cauſes, is ſupernatural; we 
muſt find out whether any of thoſe 
cauſes 
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cauſes omitted to act; which it iS 


impoffible to do. : 
F ſhall ſay no more to thee, Na- 


thaniel, but "ds that in my opini- 
on the ſubject does not deſerve to 
be ſo ſeriouſly handled. 


Paris, 20th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1720. 


P. S. As: I was i 
heard them cry in the ſtreet a letter 
from a country Phyſician to a Phy- 
ſician at Paris, (for here all manner 
of traſh is printed, publiſhed, and 


bought up) I thought I ſhould do 


well to ſend it thee, becauſe it has 
ſome reference to our ſubject there 
are a great many things in it which 
I do not underſtand ; but thou, 
who art a Phyſician, muſt needs 
underſtand the language of the fra- 


ternity. 
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Letter from a Phyſician in the Coun- 
try to a Phyſician at Paris. 


HER was a Sick Man in our 
= town, that could get no ſleep for 
He and thirty days together : his Phy- 
fician ordered him Opium, but he could 
not be prevail'd upon to take it; once 
he had the Cup at his mouth, and then 
he was more irreſolute than ever. at 
laſt he ſays to his Phyſician, Sir, 1 
755 fuarter only till to-morrow morn- 

I know a man that never pratti- 
ſes Phy/ ck, but who has a multitude 
of Medicines for ſuch as can't ſleep ; 
give mo leave to ſend for him and if 1 
don't ſleep to-night, I promiſe to go on 
with you. The Phyſician being diſ- 
miſs'd, the Patient caus'd the curtains 
ie bs: drawn cloſe, and bid his Foot- 


boy go aud fetch My. Anis to him. Mr. 


Anis comes : Dear Mr. Anis, I am a 
dead Man; I can't get a wink of ſleep : 
han't you in your ſhop ſuch a thing as 
the C. of G, or elſe ſome Book of De- 
potion compos d by a reverend Father 


of 
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of the Society of Jeſus, that you han't 
been able to get rid of ? for oftentimes 
thoſe Medicines are beſt that have been 
longeſt kept. Sir, ſays the Bookſeller, 
1 have Father Cauſin's Holy Court 
in ſix Volumes at your ſervice , I will 
go and fetch em you : hope they will 
do you good. If you would have the 
works of the reverend Father Rodri- 
gues the Spaniſh Jeſuit, you are wel- 
come to them; but take my word for 
it, you had better ſtick to Father 


Cauſin; and I hope with God's Bleſ- 


ſing one period of Father Cauſin will 
operate as much as a hole Leaf of the 
C. of G. Upon this Mr. Anis runs and 
fetches the Medicine out of his ſhap. 
The Holy Court arrives ; the duſt is 

| quip'd off : the Sick Man's Son, a 
 woung School- Boy, began to read in it; 


he was the firſt it had an effeft upon : 


at the ſecond Page his Tongue began to 
faulter; and now the whole Company 

felt themſelves ſinking away; the mo- 
ment afterwards they all fell a ſnoring, 


except w_ fick Man; who, after he had 


held 
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held out a long time, at laſt fell into a 
Doze. 

Early in the morning the Phy ician 
comes : Well, has he taken my Opium ? 
no anſwer is made him the Wife, 
the Daughter, the young Lad, all o- 
verjoy'd point to Father Cauſin: He 


askt what it was : they anſwer, God's 


Bleſſing on Father Cauſin, he ſhall be 


ſent to "he Binder's : who would have 


thought this? A miracle ! a miracle ! 
See there Sir, ſee Father Cauſin; as 
he procured my Father this bleſſed nap. 


And ſo they up and told the whole 


thing to him, Juſt as it happen d. 
The Phyſician was a deep Scholar :- 


replete with the myſteries of the Ca- | 


bala, and the power of Words and Spi- 


rits. This accident ſet his thoughts at 


work : after a little muſing, he reſolv'd 
comm to alter his method. Here's 

a very extraordinary cure, Jays he to 
himſelf ; here's an experiment before 
my face; it muſt be puſh'd on further : 
why may not a Man's Spirit transfer 
upon the product of his brain, the ſame 


qualities 
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qualities it has in its ſelf? is it not 


done every day? at leaſt it is worth © 


awhile to try : I am tir'd out with the 
Apothecaries; their Syrops, their Fu- 
leps, and all the Galenical Druggs, 
are ruinous beth to the Patient's health 
and pocket. I'll take another courſe ; 
I' try the vertue of Spirits. Upon 
this Idea he drew up a new Pharma- 
cy, as you will ſee by the deſcription I 
am going to give you, of the princi- 
pal Recipes he preſcribes. 


A puregative Ptiſane. 


Take three leaves of Ariſtotle's Lo- 
vic in Greek ;, two leaves of ſome tract 


«4 


can get; for example, the ſubtle Sco- 
tus; four of Paracelſus ; one of A- 


vicenna z /i of Averroes; three of 


Porphyry ; as many of Plotinus ; as 
many of Jamblicus : infuſe the whole 
twenty four Hours; and take of it 
four times à day. = 


Vor. II. 8 A 


5 
of ſcholaſtic Theology, the ſharpeſt you 
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A ſtronger Purge. 


Take ten A*** of C#*#*#* con- 


cerning the B * and the C * of 
the 1 * * diſtill them in Balneo Ma- 
riæ, mortify a drop of the acrid and 
ſharp humour which proceeds from it 


ina glaſs of common Mater, and ſcwal- 
low the whole down at once. 


A Vomitive. 


Take fix Harangues, twelve funeral 
Orations indifferently, carefully avoid- 


ing however not to take thoſe of Mr. 


D. N; à collection of new Opera's, 
fifty Romances, thirty new Memoirs : 
put the whole into a long narrew-neck'd 
round-belly'd Bottle ; let it digeſt two 
days; then diftill them in hot ſand: 
and if this will not do, 


Another, fironger. 


Take a Leaf of marble Paper, which 


has ſerv'd for a cover to the Collection 
of 
* 


A 
by 
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* 


Perſian Letters. 2577 


FJ. Fes pieces: infuſe it the ſpace of 
* Minutes, warm a ſpoonful of this 
Infuſion, and ſwallow it. 


A very ſimple Remedy againſt an 
o Aſthma. ee 


Read all the works of the reverend 
Father Maimbourg, a quondam Je- 
ſuit ;, beware you fey not till you come 
to the end of a Period, and you will 
fd a gradual return of the faculty of 
breathing, without needing to repeat 
the remedy. 


Againſt the Itch, Scurf, Scald-heads, 
Farcy in Horſes. 


Take three of Ariſtotle's Catego- 
ries; ties metaphyſical degrees, one 
diſtinction, ſix of Chapelain's Yer ſes, 
one Phraſe out of the Letters of the 
Abbor de St. Cyran ; write the whole 
upon a piece of Paper, then fold it up, 
faſten it to a Ribbon, and wear it a- 
bout your neck. 
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Miraculum Chymicum de violenti 
fermentatione cum fumo, igne & 
flamma. 


Miſce Queſnellianam infuſionem, 
cum infuſione Lallemaniand : fiat fer- 
mentatio cum magnd vi, impetu, & 
tonitru, acidis pugnantibus, & invicem 
penetrantibus alcalinos ſales : fiet Eva- 
poratio ardentium ſpirituum : pone li- 
guorem fermentatum in alembico : nihil 
inde extrahes, & mihil invenies, niſ 
caput mortuum. 


Lenitivum. 


Recipe Moline Anodini chartas 
duas; Eſcobaris relaxativi paginas 
ſex ; Vaſquii emollientis folium unum : 
infunde in aque communis Ib. iiij. ad 
conſumptionem dimidiæ partis colentur 
& exprimantur ; & in expreſſione diſ- 

I, Bauni deter ſivi, & Tamburini 
abluentis folia iii. Fiat Cliſter. 


In 
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In Cloroſim, quam vulgus pallidos 
colores, aut tebrim amatoriam ap 
pellat. 


Recipe Aretini figuras quatuor; R. 
Thome Sanchii de Matrimonio folia 
ii. infundantur in aquæ communis li- 
bras quinque. 
Fiat Ptiſana aperiens. 


Theſe are the Drugs, which our 
Phyſician adminiſter'd with a ſuc- 


ceſs not to be imagin'd. He was 


againſt the uſe of your rare and un- 
common Medicines, and {uch as are 
ſcarce any where to be met with, 
becauſe he would not ruin his Pa- 
tients : As for example, an Epiſtle 
Dedicatory that never made any 
body yawn; a Preface, too ſhort ; 


a Paſtoral Letter written by a Bi- 


ſhip; and the work of a Janſeniſt, 
deſpis'd by a Janſeniſt, or elſe ad- 
mir'd by a Jeſuit : ſuch ſort of Re- 
medies are only fit to ſupport 

N 3 Quackery, 
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Quackery, to which he had an un- 
ſurmountable Antipathy. 


— — * * 
* 


LerrER CXXXVII. 
, Uxbek zo Rhedi, at Venice. 


12 has been long ago ſaid that 
Sincerity was the Soul of a great 
Miniſter. 

A private man can enjoy obſcu- 
rity wherever he is; he only diſ- 
credits himſelf with ſome few peo- 
ple; he is conceal'd to others; but 
a Miniſter who wants Probity, has 
as many Witneſſes, as many Judges, 
as there are Men under his Govern- 
„ | 
May I ſpeak a bold word? The 
greateſt miſchief done by a Mini- 
ſer without Probity, is not diſſerv- 
ing his Prince, and ruining his Peo- 
ple : there is another in my opini- 
on a thouſand times more dange- 
rous; and that is the ill example he 


ſets. | 
Thou 
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Thou know'ſt that I travell'd a 
long time in the Indies I there ſaw a 
Nation naturally generous, pervert- 
ed in an inſtant, from the loweſt to 
the higheſt, purely by the bad ex- 
ample of a chief Miniſter. I have 
ſeen a whole People, among whom 
Generoſity, Probity, Candor, Sin- 
cerity were always lookt upon as 
inherent qualities, become at once 
the worſt People in the world; 
the Evil ſpreading it ſelf, not even 
the pureſt members eſcaping it: the 
moſt virtuous men doing the un- 
worthieſt actions; and violating on 
all occaſions the firſt principles of Ju- 
ſtice, upon this frivolous pretence, 
that ſhe was violated to their 
Hands. | 
They call'd upon the moſt odi- 
ous Laws to warrant the baſeſt acti- 
ons; and gave Injuſtice and Trea- 
chery, the name of Neceſſity. _ 
I have ſeen the faith of contracts 
baniſht, the moſt ſacred conventi- 


ons annihilated, all the Laws of Fa- 


milies turn'd topſy-turyvy. I have 
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ſeen covetous debtors, proud of an 
inſolent poverty, become the moſt 
ſcandalous inſtruments of the fury 
of the Laws, and of the rigour of 
the times ; pretending a payment, 
inſtead of making one, and cutting 
the very throats of their benefa- 
Etors. 

I have ſeen others ſtill worſe, 
buying up, almoſt for nothing, or 
rather picking up from the Earth, 
Oak Leaves, to exchange *em for 
the ſubſtance of the Widows and 
the Orphans. 

I have ſeen ſuddenly ſprung up 
in every Heart, an inſatiable thirſt 
after Money. I have ſeen form'd 
in a moment a curſed conſpiracy to 
be. Rich; not by a commendable 
labour, and a generous induſtry, but 
by the ruin of the Prince, the State, 
and Fellow-Citizens. 

I have ſeen an honeſt Citizen, in 
thoſe unhappy times, never go to 
bed without ſaying, I have ruin'd 
one Family to-day, and to-morrow | 
I'll ruin another. T1 1 
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I am going, ſaid another, with a 


black man with an Inkhorn in 


his hand, and a ſteel Pen in his Ear, 
to aſſaſſinate all thoſe to whom I 
have any obligation. ny 
Another ſaid, I ſee I ſhall make 
up my matters: 'tis true, when I 
went three days ago to make a cer- 
tain payment, I left a whole Fa- 
mily in tears; I conſum'd the Por- 
tions of two deſerving young La- 
dies, and robb'd a young Lad of his 
education; their Father will dye 
with grief, the Mother has broke 
her heart: but I did no more than 
what the Law allowed. Ee 
W hat greater crime can there be, 

than that which a Miniſter com- 
mits, when. he corrupts the manners 
of a whole Nation, degrades the 
moſt generous Souls, tarniſhes the 
luſtre of dignities, darkens even 
virtue it ſelf, and confounds the 
moſt exaited birth in the univerſal 
contempt ? ro 

What will Poſterity ſay, when 
ſhe muſt bluſh for her forefathers ? 
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what will the future People ſay, 
when they ſhall compare the Iron 
of their anceſtors, with the Gold 
of thoſe to whom they immedi» 
ately owe the light? I doubt not 
bur the Gentry will expunge out 
of their Scutcheons thoſe intamous 
Quarterings which diſhonour them; 
and will leave the preſent Genera- 
tion in the frightful Nothingneſs 
Whereto they have brought them 

ſelves. 


Paris, 1175 of the Moon 
Rhbamazan, 3720, | 
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Lsrrs CXXXIX. 
The Chief Eunuch to Usbek. 


* Sk are come to that paſs 
| here, there's no enduring it: 
thy Wives fancy'd thy departure 
left them an entire unpunity ; here 
are ſtrange doings : I can't forbear 
trembling 
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trembling my ſelf at the recital of 
what I'm about to tell thee. | 
Zelis going not long ſince to the 
Moſque let down her Veil, and ap- 
pear'd bare-fac'd before the whole 
People. | TS 
caught Zach: in bed with one 
of her female Slaves; a thing ſo 
ſeverely forbid by the Laws of the 
8 A 5 
By the greateſt chance in the 
world JI came by a Letter, which I 
ſend thee. I have not been able to 
find out who it was directed to. 
Laſt night a young man was found 
in the Garden of the Seraglio, and 
he made his efcape over the wall. 
Add to this what has not as yet 
reacht my certain knowledge; for 
affuredly thou art betray'd. I wait 
thy Orders and till the happy mo- 
ment that I receive them, I fhall 
be under terrible apprehenfions : 
but if thou committeſt not all 
theſe women to my diſcretion, 1 
will not anfwer for any one of has 
3” 


286 Perſian Letters. 
and ſhall have every day as bad news 
as this to ſend thee. 


From the Seraglio of Iſpahan, 
the 1ſt of the Moon Reged, 


1717. 


——_—_— 


LETTER CXL. 


Usbek to the Chief Eunuch at 
the Ceraglio of Iſpahan. 


Eceive with this Letter an ab- 
ſolute power over the whole 
Seraglio : command with the ſame 
authority as my {elf : let fear and ter- 
ror accompany thy ſteps : run from 
one apartment to another diſtribut- 
ing chaſtiſements and corrections: 
let every thing be brought under 
conſternation : let all diſſolve into 
tears before thee : interrogate the 
whole Seraglio : begin with the 
| {laves : {pare not my own favourite: 
ü let nothing eſcape thy dreadful tri- 
| bunal : bring to light the moſt hid- 
| 5 den 
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den ſecrets : purify that infamous 
place, and re-call exil'd Virtue : 
for from this moment be upon th 
head the minuteſt faults that hall 
be committed: I ſuſpe& Zelis to 
be the perſon to whom that Letter, 
which ſo ſurpriz'd you, was direct- 
ed: ſift into this affair with the 
Eyes of a Linx. 


From *, the 11th of the 
Moon Zilhage, 1718. 


LETTER CXLI. 
Narſit 70 Usbek, af Paris. 


H E Chief Eunuch is newly 
dead, magnificent Lord: as I 
am the eldeſt of thy Slaves, I have 
taken his place, till thou ſhalr have 
ſignify'd upon whom thou pleaſeſt 
to caſt thy Eye. 
Iwo days after his death, a Let- 


" 

ter was brought me from thee, di- . 
rected to him: I preſum'd not to | 
| open 
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open it - I reſpectfully put it into a 
cover: and have lock'd it up, un- 
til thou makeſt known thy ſacred 
pleaſure. 
Yefterday a Slave, in the dead 
of night, came and inform'd 
me, he had found a young man in 
the Seraglio : J arofe : I examined 
into the thing: and behold it was 
a Viſion. | | 
I kiſs thy feet, fublime Lord; 


and I beſeech thee to rely on my 


Zeal, my Experience, and my ad- 
vanc'd Age. 
From the Seraglio of Iſpahan, : 


the 5th of the Moon Gem- 
madi 1, 1718. 
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LETTER CXLIEI. 


Usbek ro Na rfit, at the Seraglio 
, Iſpahan. 


A thou art in poſſeſſion 
VV of Letters, which enjoyn a 
ſpecdy and ſevere execution : the 
leaſt delay may drive me to mad- 
neſs, and thou remaineſt calm be- 
neath an idle pretext ! 
There are horrible doings : I 
know not but one half of my Slaves 
deſerve death: I ſend you the Let- 
ter which the Chief Eunuch wrote 
to me thereupon, before he dy'd : 
Had you 1 = the Pacquet di- 
rected to him, you had therein 
found ſanguinary Orders: read there- 
fore e Orders, and if you exe- 
cute em nat, you ſhall be cut off. 


From **, 25th of the 
Moon Chalval, 1718. 
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LETTER CXLIII. 
Solim to Usbek, at Paris. 


1 I longer keep ſilence, 1 
0 ſnhould be as guilty as thoſe Cri- 


minals thou haſt in the Seraglio. 
I was the Confident of the Chief 
Eunuch, the faithfulleſt of all thy 
Slaves. When he ſaw himſelf draw- 
ing towards his end, he ſent for 
me, and deliver'd himfelf in theſe 
words: I'm a dying man; and no- 
thing troubles me, but that the laſt 
thing I beheld, was the Diſloyalty 
of my Maſter's women: Heaven 
reſerve him from the misfortunes 
| foreſee : and when I am dead, 
may my threatning Ghoſt appear to 
thoſe perfidious Wretches, to re- 
mind them of their Duty, and once 
again ſtrike terror into them! Here 
are the Keys of this venerable place: 
go and carry them to the eldeſt of 
the black Eunuchs; but if after m 
death he fails in his Duty, 8 


not 
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not thou to advertiſe thy Maſter of 
it. Saying theſe words, he expired 
in my arms. 

W hat he wrote to thee ſome 
time before he dy'd, concerning the 
behaviour of thy wives, I know 
not: there is in the Seragho a Let- 
ter which would have carried ter- 


ror along with it, had it been o- 


pened; that which thou wroteft 


fince, was intercepted three Leagues 


from this Place : I know not what 
to make on't : every thing falls out 
_unluckily, 55 

All this time thy wives obſerve 
no manner of Decorum : ſince the 
death of the Chief Eunuch, they 
think they may do any thing: none 
but Roxana continues dutiful, and 
preſerves her Modeſty. The others 
grow worſe and worſe every day. We 
no longer behold upon the coun- 
tenance of thy waves that maſculine 
and ſevere Virtue, which was wont 
to be ſo conſpicuous in every fea- 


ture : A new kind of Pleaſure and 


Joyfulneſs that reigns among them, 
* 


T0 eo Hoes . e, 1 
5 * 4 ow. 1 21 ” 3 "arcs + — 4 — + - f * 
6 ” — 2 


n 


—_— » 
r * * 


* —— _ Ms N * . * 
PP — * 
c 


202 Perſian Letters. 


is in my judgment an infallible to- 
ken of ſome new Satisfaction. In 
the minuteſt things I obſerve a Li- 
centiouſneſs till now unknown: there 
prevails among thy very Slaves a 
certain Indolence which ſurprizes 
me : they no longer obſerve the 
Rules of their Duty : they have 
not that Eagerneſs nor Zeal for thy 
Service, which formerly ſeem'd to 
animate the whole Seraglio. 

Thy women have been eight days 
in the Country, at one of thy pri- 
vateſt houſes. The Slave who hath 
the care thereof, is ſaid to have been 
corrupted, and that, ſome time be- 
fore thy wives arrived*there, he had 
concealed two men in a hole with- 
in the walls of the principal Cham- 


ber, from whence they came out 
in the night ſeaſon, after we were 
retired : the old Eunuch, who at pre- 


ſent preſides over us, is an infirm 
Wretch, and believes every thing 


they ſay to him. 


My Choler boils at the thoughts 
of ſo much Treachery : and if Hea- 
ven 
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ven ſo ordains it for thy advantage 
and better ſervice, that I ſhall be 
thought capable of governing : 1 
promiſe thee, and I will undertake, 
that if thy women are not Virtu- 


ous, they ſhall at leaſt be Loyal. 


From the Seraglio of Iſpa- 
han, the 6th ef the 
Mon Rebiab, 1719. 


LETTER CXLIV. 
Narſit fo Usbek, at Paris. 


. R Oxana and Zelis deſired to go 


into the Country : I did not 
think fit to refuſe them. Happy 


'Usbek, thou haſt faithful Wives and 


vigilant Slaves: my Lot is fallen 
to command in a place which Vir- 
tue ſeems to have choſen for an 
Aſylum : depend upon it that no- 
thing ſhall paſs therein, which thy 
own eyes co 


fight of. 
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A misfortune has happened, which 
gives me no ſmall diſturbance. Some 
Armenian Merchants newly arrived 
at 1/pahan, were charged with a 
Letter from thee to me: I ſent a 
Slave to fetch it: in his return he 
was robbed ; ſo that the Letter is loſt. 
Write therefore to me with ſpeed: 
for in the preſent circumſtances of 
affairs, thou muſt needs have things 
of moment to communicate, 


From the Seraglio of Fatma, 
the 6th of the Moon 
| Rebiab, 1719. 


—— 
aa —_—_— . — — 


LETTER CXLV. 
Usbek zo Solim, at the Sera- 
glio of Iſpahan. 


„ 


Put the Sword into thy hand: I 
intruſt thee with that which at 
preſent is the deareſt thing to me in 
the world; namely my Vengeance: 


enter upon this new Employ ;. but 
leave 
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leave behind thee thy heart and thy 
humanity : I have written to my 
wives, to obey thee. implicitly :' in 
the confuſion of ſo many Crimes 
they ſhall fall down at the leaſt 
glance of thy Eye. I muſt owe 


to thee my happineſs and my quiet: 


ive me back my Seraglio as I left 
it; but let it be firſt expiated : root 
out the guilty, and make ſuch trem- 
ble as would have been ſo. What 
rewards may'ſt thou not expect from 
thy Maſter, for ſuch ſignal ſervices ? 
It is thy own fault, if thou doſt not 
only ſet thy ſelf vaſtly above thy con- 


dition; but all recompences that ever 


entred into thy heart to conceive. 


Paris, 4th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1719. 
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LETTER CXLVI. 


Usbek, to his Wives at the Se- 
raglio of Iſpahan. 


AY this Letter be like 4 
Thunder- bolt, burſting from 
a Cloud amidſt a ſtorm of rattling 
Hail and Lightning! Solim is your 
Chief Eunuch, not to watch ye, but 


to puniſh ye: jet the whole Seraglio 


humble it ſelf before him: he is to 
inſpect your paſt actions; and for the 
time to come he ſhall bear ſo ſtrict a 
hand over ye, that you ſhall at leaſt 
lament your loſs of Liberty, if you 


lament not that of your Virtue. 


Paris, the 4th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1719. 


Es 


Lr. 
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LerreR CXLVIL 
Usbek to Neſſir, ar Ipahan. 


pI Appy he, that knowing the va- 
H lue of a calm and undiſturbed 
life, repoſes his heart amidſt his own 


Family, and knows no other Coun- 


try but that wherein he drew his firſt 


Breath. 


I hive here in a barbarous Climate, | 


prefent to every thing that makes 
me uneafy, abſent from every thing 
that may make me happy: a hea- 
vineſs ſeizes me; I am ſadly dejected; 
I ſink beneath the preſſure : methinks 
I am going to be Annihilated; nor 
do I ſcarce feel my ſelf to be alive, 
but only at fuch times when a dif- 
mal Fit of Jealouſy begin to kindle 
it ſelf, and breed in my Soul Fears, 
Suſpicions, Hatreds and Repinings. 
Thou knoweſt me, Neſir; thou 
haſt always been as throughly ac- 


quainted with my Heart as with 


thy own: I {hould move thy Pity, 


Wert 
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wert thou to know my deplorable 
condition: ſometimes I wait fix long 


months for news from the Seraglio : 


I count the moments as they ſlide 
away; my impatience makes them 
ſeem long and tedious : and when 
the long look'd-for Minute ap- 
proaches, there 1s a ſudden revolu- 
tion in my heart, my hand trem- 


bles in opening the fatal Letter: 


that diſquiet which rack'd me be- 
fore, I at fuch times look upon as. 
the happieſt ſituation I could poſ- 
ſibly enjoy; and I dread being put 
out of it by a blow that will be 
more cruel to me than ten thouſand 


deaths. Ty 
But whatever reaſon I had to leave 


my Country; tho' I owe my Life 
to my retreat; I can no longer, Ne/- 
fir, continue in this terrible exile. 


Ah why do I ſurvive the Chagrin 
that every moment preys upon me? 


I have a thouſand times preſs'd Rica 


to leave this ſtrange Land: but he 
oppoſes all my reſolutions : he frames 
a thouſand pretences: he ſeems to 

have 


\ 


have forgot his Country, or rather 
he ſeems to have fargot his Friend; 
fo. unconcern'dis he at my uneaſineſs. 

Woe is me! I long to re-yiſit 
my native Country, perhaps to be- 
come ſtill more wretched! what 
ſhall I do there? only bring back 


an object for my enemies to wreak 
their malice upon. This is not 


all: I ſhall enter into the Seraglio: 
I ſhall there demand an account of 
the fatal hours that paſs'd in my 
_ abſence: and if I find any one guil 


ty, what will become of me? if 


only the idea of it is fo intollerable 
to me at this diftance, how fthall 
I bear it when my preſence ſhall 
render it ſtill more ſenſible? how 
muſt it be for me, to fee and to 
hear what I can't ſo much as think 
of, without ſhivering with horror? 
Laſtly, how muſt it be, when the 
Puniſhments which I my ſelf ſhall 
pronounce, ſhall be the eternal 


marks of my Confufion and Diſtra- 


Ction? 
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I ſhall go and ſhut my ſelf up 


within thoſe walls, leſs terrible to 


the women that are kept there, 


than to me: I ſhall enter with all 


my Suſpicions about me: their fond 
Careſſes will not in the leaſt dimi- 
niſh them: in bed, in their very 


arms, I ſhall enjoy nothing but 


diſquiet; at a time ſo unfit for re- 
Adden, my Jealouſy will find mat- 
ter for it: Worthleſs ſcum of the 
Creation: Vile ſlaves whoſe heart 
has been for ever ſhut to every ſen- 
timent of Love; you would ceaſe 
to lament your condition, did you 


but know the unhappineſs o 


Paris, 4th of the Moon 
Chahban, 171g. 


Ne 
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Lor r EN CXLVIII 
Roxana 0 Usbek, at Paris. 


reign throughout the whole 


Seraglio: It is wrapt in a terrible 


mourning: a Tyger each moment 
lets looſe all his rage; he has ſen- 
tenc'd to a molt ſevere puniſhment, 
two white Eunuchs that have 
confeſt nothing but their Inno- 
cence: he has ſold part of our 
Slaves: and has obliged us to en- 
terchange among our ſelves ſach 
others as he did not diſpoſe of. Za- 
chi and Zelis have receiv'd in their 
chamber, in the obſcurity of the 
night, a moſt ſhameful treatment : 


the ſacrilegious Wretch was fo 


bold as to lay his vile hands on 


them: he keeps us ſhut up in our 


reſpective apartments: and though 
no ſoul is with us, he obliges us 
to be always veil'd: We are not 
ſuffer'd to Fan e each other: it 


Orrour, Darkneſs, and Fear 
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were a crime for any body to 
write to us; in ſhort, we have li- 
berty to do nothing but to weep. 

A band of new Eunuchs is en- 
ter'd into the Seraglio, where they 
beſiege us night and day: our 
fleep is inceflantly interrupted by 
their real or pretented ſuſpicions. 
All my comfort is, that this can- 

not laſt long, and that my affli- 
ctions will end with my life, and 
1 that very ſoon: cruel Uet, I ſhall 
{| not give thee an opportunity to 
g put a ſtop to theſe outrages. 
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From the Straglio at Iſpahan, 
the 2.4 of the Moon Mahar- 
ram, 1720. | 


LETTER CXLIX. 
Solim fo Usbek, at Paris, 
Lament my fate, magnificent 
Lord! and thy fate I lament 


too: never did faithful Servant fel 
5 4 3 ſuch 


| Perſian Letter... 303 


ſuch a weight of woe as I do. Be- 


hold here thy misfortunes and mine: 
I cannot write them without trem- 


bling. „ = 15 
I ſwear by all the Prophets in 


Heaven, that from the time thou 


intruſtedſt thy Wives to my care, 
I. have watched them night and 
day: I have not one moment ſuſ- 
pended my. viligance: I began my 


Miniſtry with Chaſtiſements; 
which [ put a ſtop to vithout 


quitting my natural auſterity. _ 
But what am I talking of? why 

ſhould I boaſt to thee of a fideli- 

ty that has been of no uſe to thee ? 


forget all my paſt ſervices: look 


upon me as a traitor, and puniſh 
me for all thoſe crimes which J 
have not been able to prevent. 
Roxana, the proud Roxaua! O 
Heavens, whom ſhall we truſt? 
Thou didit ſuſpect Zachi, and watt 
perfectly ſecure of Roxana; but her 
ſtern virtue was all a cheat; it 
was only a Veil to her perfidiouſ- 


neſs: I ſurprized her in the arms 
„ of. 
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of a young man, who, as ſoon as 
he ſaw he was difcover'd, fell up- 
on me: he gave me two wounds 
with his Dagger; the Eunuchs 
coming in at the noiſe, ſurrounded 
him; he defended himſelf a conſi- 
derable time, and wounded ſeveral 
of them; he even attempted to go 
back into the Chamber, to die, he 
ſaid, in Roxana's fight : but at length 
he was overpowered, and fell dead 
at our feet. 3 
I know not, ſublime Lord, whe- 
ther I ought to wait for thy fevere 
orders: thou haſt committed thy 
vengeance to my care, and I ought 
not to defer it. . 


From the Seraglio at Iſpahan, 
the th of the Moon Rebi- 
ab, 1720. | 
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Roxana 20 | Usbek, at Paris. 


Es, I have deceived thee, I 
1 have corrupted thy Eunuchs : 
I made a {port of thy Jealouſy; 
and found means to turn thy hated 
Seraglio into a place of pleaſure 
and delight. | 

I feel the near approaches of 
Death ; the poiſon is working in my 
veins. For, what ſhould I do here, 
ſince the only man that made life 
agreeable is no more? I am dying: 
my Ghoſt is upon the wing, bur 
ler its * in good company: 
T have juſt fent away thoſe facrile- 
gious Guardians that have ſhed the 
pureſt blood in the world. 

How cou ld'ſt thou think me ſo 
credulous, as to fancy my ſelf ſent in- 
to the world for no other purpoſt 
than to adore thy Caprices? that 
at the ſame time thou allowed'f thy 

ſelf all manner of liberties, thou hadſt 


7 ” a 
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| 

| 
i —_  @ right to confine all my deſires? 
4 No: I liv'd indeed in ſervitude, but 
ſtill I was free: I reformed thy Laws 
by thoſe of Nature, and my Mind 
ſtill kept it ſelf independant. 

Thou oughteſt even to thank me 
for the Sacrifice I made thee, in 
humbling my ſelf ſo. much as to 
ſeem faithful to thee; in poorly 
confining. within my heart what I 
1 ought to have made conſpicuous 
1 to the whole world: laſtly, in pro- 

j phaning, of Virtue, by ſuffering to 
go by that name, my. ſubmiſſion to 
by whims. ĩ 5; 259 
Thou waſt amaz'd at not find- 
ing in me the tranſports of Love: 
hadſt thou thoroughly known me, 
thou hadſt found nothing in m 
heart but the moſt violent hatred. 

But thou haſt. had a long time 
the advantage of believing, that a 
heart like mine was a ſlave to thee: 
we were both of us happy: you 
fancy'd you cheated. me, and I all 
the. while actually cheated. you. 


Doubt- 
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Doubtleſs this Language ſeems 
new to thee : is it poſſible, after I 
have overwhelm'd thee with grief, 
I ſhould likewiſe force thee to ad- 
mire my courage ? but it is done: 
the Poiſon conſumes me: my ſtrength 
forſakes me: my pen drops out of 
my hand: I feel even my very 
Hatred decay z I am Dying. 


From the Seraglio at Il. pahan, 
the 8th of thi Morn Reb - 
| ab, 1720, | 


FINIS 
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